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ESSAY I. 



INTRODUCTION. 



1 LOVE Mentagne^l read him Vrirb pleafure ; not that 
I think always like him^ but becauTe he gives me room 
to refledy and to adopt a like or a contrary opinioa to 
that of hii own* Madame de Stmghy faid, when (he 
read his fiflfays, (he imagined fhe was walking with him 
in her garden, and that they were converfing together. 
I think fo likewife; %pd I fimd that Montague appears 
frequently to advance propofitions in order to bring on 
a little difpute which animates converfation, and ren* 
ders It moi*e lively and interefting : This is aiTu redly a 
good method of enga^tng^ the attention of the reader. I 
will drive to follow itv tn compofiog a book as irregu-' 
lar, as full of loofe propolitionSy as problematical, and 
as full of paradoxes, as that of Montague. I will treat 
of every thing which falls under my pen, or comes into 
my mind ; ipring from branch , to branch, exhautl no 
fu£je8;, and return at different times to the fame. I 
wiQi my book fhould be read, as it was compofed, in 
moments of leifure % that it Ihould be taken up and laid' 
A 2 



6 ESSAYS. 

down atevory page, but that after being (hut, each ar* 
tide (hould be reafoned upon. I (hall think myfelf 
happy, if^ in the midft of^ll this ji^al or abparent^<ii^or- 
der, there* be fprnid in tn^ fome'of thole ad^atitages 
^hich Montague enjoyed. I do not envy him his great- 
ail aualities, nor the flrokes df genius with which his 
book is decorated^ npr th0 ^fif^gf pf Hi> ftllp.; but I 
dare alTert, tbat I am like himfelf, a zealous friend to 
truth, to humanity and to juftice ; that I am fr^ok and 
honefl in my woras, i^rifiogSj and anions ; that I judge 
impartially the age in which I fiVe, my neighbour with 
miidnefs and indulgence, and myfelf with foroe caution ; 
for we ought ii^iorba.mQreie,verewiihyQur£elves, th^n 
■With others. ' 
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. . OM MORALiTY. 

J\(lpJ^ALlTY, t«*pbies ns.hjMf w« oijgbiftQliv^iwWi: 
j^en. ; \)^W ^ tM^9)ber.of dUi^purfe^g: ieri^oB^.and bpiakSi 
there are, which,in(lrufi;jUS lA tbe,^rfl| prinoiples ^f it.] 
But there are £pw.wbi!qh^eaipH ma hpw toHve wiih.oar-^ 
ielves, and for.ourfelyeiialone.:. Itis be^ajufQ the.nutfter. 
and. the Icffpnft ajje i^.o^r oygn^ .heartfi af»d de^i^d uppi^^ 
our charaflteijs. Thcfe are peppje who have lived fi^y. 
years without /By^r.faisivipg^. klK>wn themfcly/e^ b^aufo. 
they have nevi?r been at the. tr^W^ of. ftudyiog tl|eii 
charattcrs; Xoj thc,inp(l trifliflg refoa^pb.isifufficiciOttQ, 
give lis that koowlqdg^. tp perfe^ipa. Let it psot h^ 
imagined, that fclf ioyc hiqd»rs us from judgjii^g. truly, 
of our own.charaO^r \ oo thp.contraryy it in/oroiS:US.of 
our defe&s^ and engages us to correal: them, be^^iufe our 
happioefs is interefled therein: It only hjuaders,u«. 
from confeiEog them before o(hers» Let us.be fincure, 
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we m»y be deceived about our defe&iy but we cannot 
totally conceal them. 
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fiJ^SAY III. 



OK IMAOINATIOH. 

X Hfi. Imagination is. a q^uality of the foul, nol.ordy 
a briUiarit fatttian happy oocy for it is more freqvieptly 
the cauiCr of aujr happi^eidi than ol aut osifery ; it pie^ 
feats H4 wuhiia9i!Q pteafurea tbajci ve|cationS| with isoiro: 
hopQsthao fearsc Men of dAill aod.heavy^ dirporuioiis^ 
wbqa^e. iK>tiaffeftcd by. aoy thingi. vegeiale anct pafs^ 
their Ilve4 in iukimd. of tranqfiillity^ bat wi(h<out pleat- 
ureor dctLighti lik« animaU which feci, fpe) anatafU' 
nothiogbut that, which, is. undeoF their eyes^ paws, oip> 
teeth ft bul the ijnagigiatipfi^ wkkh. is proper to maP|. 
tranfpMarts.ua beyond ourColve9»:aiKl makei us tade fu- 
ture aiid th^ moft difl^Rt pjbea£iire9» Let us not be t^ld^. 
that it makes us alfo forefee fx^xXst^ paifis and acddents^r 
whighwijli 'perhaps tleylsr arrive.: It is feldoBi that: im- 
agioAtibn ^MUFKi^s us.. lo- theft! psAio-fearsvUfilafs it bede^ 
ranged bj^- pbyfifial csiules* The dck: man fees dark' 
phantoms^ and has .tn^lanichply'idets ; the man in beakk 
haa.m> df^iBabutiueb<a6rareiagce€4ibte}.fitnd>as. we^ are 
more.frequefitly inagoodyitban-a bad^ftat&of health, 
our nutural. ftafes ia •todefir^, to hope and to enjoy« It 
is true, thjat the/ imagination,, which ogives us:fQxee 9^ 
greeabUi|ionieiitS|.expe(f<s us, when.on^e.we.areundet*. 
ceivedy.to ethera which^afepainfulv. There is no per** 
k>a who doei not wi'fh to^ preferve his life, his health, 
and hirproperty ; but the imagination reprefents . to u« 
our life, as a thing which ought to be very long ; our 
health eftabliihed and unchangeable ; and our fortune 
inexhauftible : When the two latter of thefe illufions 
ceafe before the former, we are much to be pitied. 
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ON COMPARISOK. 



W. 



£ cannot judge well but by eooipirtfon ; »nd wc 
cannot compare mctaphyfical objedbs, (that it, thofc 
which fall not under the (enfet ) but by refiefting upon 
ourfelvesi and by eomparing the feqtiments. of others 
with our own* From hence it c<Miie8 to pab, that the 
iirft fentiijkent of an honeft man, inclinea him to believe 
that men in general are honeft s and that of a vicioua 
man, to believe that all the world it til difpofed/ Noth- 
ing but experience, knowledge of the world, of men^ 
and of things, can bring us to a jnft manner of thinking 
in this refpeffc ; and dill the dincrent oeniunAttret, by 
which we may happen to be modiiiedi confidevaMy biaa 
our judgment therein* 2o getteml, the beft manner of 
judging men, is according to their intersfts 4 and the 
beft method of perfuading them, is to let them perceive 
how much it is their intereft to do that which is pro* 
pofed. It is not fo eafy to deceive them as may be im* 
agined ; thofe who wim to fuceeed therein, muft give 
ihem no time for refleftion. 

I have read in the worica of St. Evremond, a^paifage 
which appeared to roe, equally agreeable and natural : 
«< I wifhcd,*' faidhe, «« to write cbarafteriftic Tragedies 
and Comedies ; but I have never been aUe to place my 
heroes in other fttuations than thofe in which I was 
myfelf; nor to give them other chara&ers than my 
own : It was in vain that I gave to my pcrfonages, 
Greek, Roman, Turktfli, or French drtffes, orthat I 
called them by names taken from the biftoricaof all 
thofe countries; when mV piece was finiflied, I per* 
ceived always that I had repreiented nobody but St. 
£vremoDd/' 
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ON TKE PRA,Cr|CE m MORALtTY. 

JL H£ Chincfe are perfqaicfed thajt there h but ofie 
fciencc wfiich merits to be profoundly Itudicd, and tKat 
it is 9ece(Siry to ftudy it one's wlio.Ie l^fp ; it is morali- 
ty : From this rcfultsr, fay out relatione of them, that 
all tfa^Chinefe are philp^fophers* I maintain, that theiic 
relati^xi^ arenot authentic ; it \p neijther true nor poiS- 
blc ih«t they ihould be fo ; and I ffiould greatly pity a 
people, vrhopafled their whole lives, in the ftudy of 
moTtftily. The Srft year of thei^r ftudic^, they'^ould 
know every thin^ neccffajy to be known ; a<id when 
men obftinately purfue the f^udy of a thing, which 
they ^fiefs in tpe mqh .amplp manner, they terminate 
in perplexity; What we ought to do during our live?,. 
18 neit to iluqy' morality, bpt to pra£bife it ; it may be 
very )^ell pra(bifed without being underftood, when we 
fufFar oRirfblvea. to he CQndu6ied by thofe whp know 
what ki* J and much more fo, when yre a^e penetrated 
by tt» ^rinciple# which are few in nombcr, but univer- 
sally acknowledged, for foch a length of time pail, to- 
be good,.that there' is nothing more folid. A fterwards^ 
it is nece&ry to apply them.Qn every oc.cafion ; Ind to 
oppofe them to the fire ^ thje paJ$ons^ and to the tri- 
fling i^tdrefts, which incline us to deviate fror^ bur du- 
ty. ' Th<%re are pr<^e{fions in routine,' of which it may 
be faid, in parodj^jng a v.er.fe of Bpileau ; ThepraBifc ts 
tafy^ and the art is di^cult, -- It is quite the contrary io 
XDoralitii? ; the knowledge of iM principles is fimple 
and ea^ ; but the praiSbic/s iff a di.fficuUy which we ex- 
perience every day. 

It if not th^ vivacity duly of .our pallions, of out 
char^fter, and our age^ which eaufe? obftacles to the 
pradife of morality, but circumfiances aljb, difficult to 
oe forefeen. However, at all events the wife man is pre* 
pared. It is particularly neceffary when we are young, 
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to refleftupoh what we read and fee ; to put ourfclve 
in the place of people whom we hear fpeak, or wHaj 
we know perfonallv, and afk ourfelvet, what would v^i 
do were we in a liKe fituation ? This is what is called 
ftudying hiftorical books, iind the groat book of tli^ 
world to advantage, 1 have for more than twenty 
years followed this method, and I am of opinion, that X 
am the better for it. . With«^t ambhion, or any ardent 
deQre of changing xhy prefent fituation, I like, notivitH- 
ftanding, to hnild caftUs in tke air : They amufe mc and 
give m« no uneafinefs : They are agreeable dreams 
which never make me ftart out of fleep, or give me the 
nightmare. J^(y friend, the Abbe de Saint Pierre, 
dreams continually that he is reforming the ftate ; I 
have a little more right; thaa he has to form fuch dreams. 
He^ writibs and p^blifiies what he dreams of ; I am 
tem^pted to.d9 ib likewife; but I anfwer for it, that my 
dreams ihaUnotbebrought tolight during my^i&ence ; 
firCl^ becaufe I do not believe the world difpofed tomake^ 
ufe of that which I think is for its advantage; fecondl)v 
becaufe the example of the Abbe de St. Pierre frightens 
me. With thebeft intentions, he has given much advice 
which would well deferve to be followed \ but he has 
attacked, in front, generally received ideas ; he haa 
propofed imprafticable means of arriving at happy 
ends; he has announced his ideas in an emphatical 
tone ; and bas believed that to be well exprefTed, they 
have need of new words and an extraordinary orthog* 
raphy; all this has thrown a ridicule upon his writ* 
ings, #nd perfon ; and it was only by pamng for a fool 
and a dotard, that he avoided the hatred of thofe whofe 
intereft it was to maintain theabufes which he was wil. 
ling to dedroy. It cannot be denied^ that he merited, in 
feveral refpe6bs, reproaches and even derifion ; but affur- 
ediy it was poffible to reap fome advantage from hU, 
ideas upon feveral obje£U, and to turn to a good ac- 
count his idle fpeculatiOAS. A fine example for thofe, 
who would ftill wifti to publifh projcftfl of reform : 
But ought this to frighten a good citizen ? No ! at 
leaft, it will not hinder the from thinking, and even, 
writing, were it but for myfelf, that which iballap^ 
f car tQ me beft to be deoct 
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•N IMAOINAJtY IDEAS. 

X HERE are chimcrat which elevafe the toui^ SknA 
ncline the miad to fortify itfelf with gmt ajid nohli^ . 
deas ; when a man believes himfclf deftined to do 
reat things, he is never guilty of a mean aftion ; he 
onceives no low projefts, or any «f which he is afliam- 
d. A young offieer, who afpires to the command of 
n army, ftrives to improve himfelf hi taftics ; he ftud- 
es the great art of war, and if he does not become a 
;eneral, he iucceeds at leaft fo far as to command a 
roop or a detachments A young magiftrate, who 
hinks he has fenfe and abilities enough to attain the 
(eight of bis profeffion, applies himfelf ferioufiy to 
tin informationyaod ftrives at the fame time to render 
imfelf agreeable to preteftors in power ; if he arrives 
ot entirely at the end he propofes, he reaps at I^ft, a 
art of the fruit of his labour and hopes. The young 
icrk in a court of jufiiee, who has feen a few celebrat* 
d advocates make great fortunes ; the ftndent in an* 
^omy, who has feen the firft furgeon to the king dip 
id leare upwards of an hundred thoufand pounds*^ 
te apprentice, who has feen the (hop of his mailer fo 
ell accuftomed, that there was annually ibid therein, 
crchandife 10 the amount of forty thoufand pounds ; 
1 thefe people are completely happy, if they have a 
)pe, frequently chimerical of doine the fame thing, 
he diefire of fucceeding, the conviSion even that we 
11 fucceed^ the enthuliafm of our profeffion, or cal* 
\, are powerful incentives, whicn fiimuUte us to 
t anions* We muft not be diflieartened ; we mAift 
Ige hope, give an inceffant application, and not 
fe to merit new recompenfes, till we have obtained 
:hat we can deiire* There are none but fools, who, 
T having made triAing efforts, and given feme fee- 
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ble proofs of their aMlitics, wait quietly by their fir^ 
itde for honour and the price of their fervices, an< 
complain of the injuries thc^ have fuffered. Wh<^ 
ever has not the ccuvsge ^ ^ff<^ ''^|['7) ^^^* <^^ meri 
to be in the end recompenfed by a briliiaiit fuccefs. 

] f we have not the noble emulation of riling abov< 
our equals, we muft confine ourfelves to peaceful an^ 
focial virtues, aiiA uli n^HKdlfeMlkviillib fortune W{ 
have received from our fathers, if we be not willing t 
aygmeot H ; ,we (hoyld .make ourfelves lovfd in ou 
fad^Hics, effeeiht^ in ih^ib 9d£;hjk»ttrhod4, ttide):tjo]rth 
piieafitt^s cif > fiinifcd Ibciety. 
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ESSAY VIL 

ON CHARACTERISTIC MODELS FOR IMITATION. 



JljL WISE and joft man Ipoks upon every diflioneft 
means of enriching himfelf as impoffible ;- and upon 
every proj eft which he is unable to accomplifh, as a 
real folly ; but evei^ in the laft cafe he may carefs chi- 
meras, and amufe himfelf with them, as we read a ro- 
mance, without hoping to become the hero of it ; or 
relations of voyages, without having the leaft inclina- 
tion to go to Tea, and leave our native country. It is 
in this manner that I put myfelf fometimes in the 
place of thofe whofe hidoryl read ; I figure to my 
mind the (ituations they have been in, and a(k myfelf 
if I ihould have ^ot as happily out of them as they 
did ? Were I a king, 1 fometimes fay, (hould fuck a 
prince be my model ? Were I a general of an army, 
fhould I condu6b myfelf like fuch or fuch a famous 
warrior? If I were a minifter or a magiilrate, fhould 
I adopt the principles which certain perfons in thofe 
fituations of my acquaintance appear to have followed ? 
As I love to write what I think, efpecially when I 
prefume that I can do it with advantage, I have made 
an infinity of notes from what I have read ; and front 
converfations with people who were or are of great 
confiderdtion in the world, and with whom I have* 
been intimately connefted ; I mean to mike ufe of 
thefe notes in order to fill up this volume, 

I have frequently fought, ampng my acquaintance, 
fome perfon who might ferve nie for a model ; but I 
have not yet found one which is perfeft, and to whom 
1 could wholly attach myfejf. The more particularly 
I have known the people I would fain have imitateay 
the more I was convinced that they were in many 
points far from that degree of perfection to which I 
was ftudious to amve. Finally, I perceived that I 
B 



t4 ESSAY S. 

ought to ifflittte Praxiteles, who, wifiMng to make kit 
Veous a real chef d'ctuvre^ did not confine himfelf to a 
fingle beauty. Although there were charming gitla in 
Athens, and that he had Phryne before his eyes, he 
cko£e in a number, that which each of them had in the 
greateft perfeftion, and made of fo many united attrac- 
tions, a natue, which ha« been judged to be the fineft 
pie^e of workmanihip produ^Sed by the hsmds eif mam. 
fiefidec, if even 1 found models capable of fatisfying 
me, and if I were abfolutely in their iituation, 1 fhoukl 
-cattily avcHd copying them &rvileiy : A copyift is m 
at-fobahem and ^hjcBt fiate, however excellent may be 
the originals A "^^ luid noble imitation is alone wor- 
thy etf ^.man^ who feels ekvatcd^ and believes that he 
kaifomiafe«iMiw. 



ESSAY vm. 

OW THE UTILXTY OW FLUTAftCH^s iivks. 



HE lives ef Plutarch, if rfead attentively^ «ire of 
aril thofe of ancient authors, fhe'moft'eaplibieof «ngag- 
inf^ yoatkg perfons to make r^eftions; and 'for ^hidi 
reafon they feldom fiiil to do it ; they would Wtfhta 
be alternately Ariflides, Lucuilu?, Stiplo, Alctbiades, 
dr Socrates ; but independently that fuch ideas pafs 
very rapidly^ thefe pcrfbnages Hved in tfa age mwd a 
country fo difFcrchtirom ours, that theirs nra nottnatiy 
applications to be made of our manner of (hinking-and 
acting to theirs. The parallels evdti that Plutarch 
ftrove to make of the Greeks aitd the Romans^ art nei- 
ther very juft nor ufeful' ; beeailfe there was already 
too great a difference bet!ween the manners of the two 
nations, and the fituations of their heroes, Neverthe- 
hfs. We of the eighteenth clohtufy muy reap fome bene- 
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fit, by eon rrdering thefe people dead two thoufand yeara 
ago, at three tiioufand nve hundred leagiies diftance 
from us. 

If I bad a model in antiquttj to follow,, it fbould bd^ 
JuHus Agricoia, father tn hiw of Tacitua. In fuppo- 
fingthat his'fon tti law has not overcharged his por« 
trait, this great man has given the esfample of an in*- 
dividual, who, afteu having ferved* his country with 
honoar,uprrghtnefs and dtfinteref^ednefs, in the higheft' 
degree poffible, findhig^ hiinre!f ohHged to renounce the- 
fatiffamon ©f being ufeful to th« public, devoted him- 
felf to the ewercife of foetal virtues ; made his family^ 
and a fbcicty of chofen friends happy,. in the midft o(- 
whieh he was^ folefy tioncentred ; and fighed in focrei,. 
bccaufe he was perfufided, that to cry ai^d'^i^idft the 
evils which he oould not remedy,, was to iocreafe them. 
My; fon^.to whom i have communicated my manner of 
thiDkmg^ with refpeft to Agricola,Js of- a different 
opinion';, he has found in ancient hiflory, other per* 
ionages more worthy of being taken for models, and I 
excufe him on account of his youth and (ituation* He 
ifiju ft beginning hi&career, .and mine is perhaps alrea« 
dy too far advanced ; before wethink of going to bed, 
n is necefidry at leaft' to have- dined. 

I (hall never forget fome paflages oi Tacitus in the 
life of 4intt^^^i^ father in law: I will tranfcribe 
them io my own language, for I am of opinion, that 
they have not yet been tranfiated in fuch a manner as 
they deferye^ 

** ^^ Agricoia being youngy was excefBvely fond of 
iludy J' perhaps mote fp than a man dcQincd to a mil- 
itary life and pubjic affairs ought to be : . But his mother 
r^gulated'his Ibaring inclination by fctencesand letters. 
Afterward s^.a^e ^nd refleftion moderated his ardor, and 
gave him that juftnefs of talle for.philofbphy, which is 
proper for a Statefman. 

" The people, whom he was ch:iiFgedito govern, did 
not remark in his conduft either humour, arrogance^ 
or avarice : He was moderate and reafonable ; and 

* The readrr'will be plcafeJ to confuler, that this paiTage from Taci- 
tai coovt into EAcHfli from the French of M. d* Argenfon, M. .d*Ar«. 
gcnfon being of opiniooy that no good trandacion of it had ever been 
g ven, the tranflator chofe io this cafe, rathef b» naake M.' d'Argenfoa - 
i^is original tkaa Tacitas* 
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what is exceedingly rare, hU goodnefs loft him none 
of the people's refpefl, nor his feverity their alFe&ion. 
Although he was obliged toencreafe the contributtoas, 
in order to provide for the fubfiClence of his army, he 
made them fupportable by an equitable divifion, and 
fupprelTed vexatious profecutions^ which bear heav- 
ier upon the people than even impodtions. 

'* Being returned home, after having filled the mod 
honourable fundions, he ftrovje by the mod fimpleand 
modeft exterior appearance, to make his ereat name 
and a6lion8 to be forgotten. He exercifed himfelf in 
the pra6lice of private virtue*, in the hofom of his 
fjmily and among his friends; many people on feeing 
Agricola^ fought in him the great man, and few difcov- 
cred him at firfl fight. 

'< The alTairs of the Empire becoming worfe, the 
public voice c<)lled Agricola^ to his country's a Hi (lance ; 
thefe cries (Iruck inceflantly the ears of the Emperor. 
Some perfons communicated them to him by way of 
advice 4 others repeated them through malignity, and 
with a view of irritating the prince asaind a man 
whom they had already unjuilly flandexed* It was 
thus that the virtues oi Agricola concurred equally in 
loading him with honour, and precipitating his ruin. 

*' Agricola was eafy about the fate which hung over 
)iim ; he did not brave the power o£ Domitian^ and 
feared as little the evil he was capable of doing him ; 
he (ighed for the fate of his country only, and this he 
did in fecret. Let us learn by his example, that there 
is a kind of particular' heroifm for thofe who live un- 
der the empire of fyrants : It condfls in not precipitat- 
ing ourlelves foolifhly into ufelefs dangers, but in pre- 
paring ourfelves to fupport every accident to which we 
are expofed under baa princes^. 

"If pofterity wi(h to know fomething of the perfon 
of Agricola^ he was rather proportionably formed than ot 
a graceful figure ; his phyuogoomy infpired confidence ; 
his air was rather afFable and polit:; than impofing; it 
was fuHicient to look at him, to know that he was an 
honeft man and people were not aftonifhed wheki they 
difcovered that he was a great man. His career was 
not very long, if the ordinary courfe of life be confid- 
ered| as he died at the age of fifty y^ars ;hut on exam* 
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ning the uTe he made of his time, he lived to a great 
age, Honouced with the confulitfe, and invciled with 
the triumphal robe, he had no other honour to dedre ; 
without being very rich, he was fuiHciently fo to fup- 
port his rank. He preferved^ till his death, his virtues, 
his i}Bputation, the affe^ions of his relations and friendf, 
aad the etleem pf the public : Finally it may be faid, 
that he gained happily a good port at the eve of itoxtaa 
andtcmpeftfti,'.** 



E SS AY I». 



CHARACTER OF AGRICOLA AND POMPONICTS 
ATTICUS. 



I 



F I was pleafed wah the life of Agricolay .znA wifli- 
ed to take hioi for my model, my fon was as much (b 
with the life of Pgmponius AttUus^ which I made him 
Tc^d xaVorTuliitsNepcs. He came to tell me, that the 
condudl of this wife Roman was that which he would 
imitatjB ; my reply to him was as follows : ^'Youdo not 
yet, my fon, perceive the dtlEcultllthere is in living as 
happily as PomponiuS' Atticus did, m fuch critical cir-* 
cutaflance.s* You do not conceive the danger there is 
in taking no part in civil wars,^ Can a. man Hatter 
Himfelf with the idea of being equally ^ efteemed by 
both parties, to have friends, in one and the other, to 
fender fervice to all, and not to be> fufpe^ed by any ? 
It is almod impoflible, when a perfon pofiefies rank in 
life, and pretend^: to fotne. conftderation, to a£l fuch a 
pait. To meddle with nothing,, is all that the ignorant 
and obfcure can do, and in thanking heaven fo^fi^their 
indgnificance ; but others are obliged to explain ^hcir« 
Telvcs ; I am firmly of opinion,^ that it is thelrr^dtoty to 
make known their manner of thinking|^hen they 
haiM employments which req^uire they la^uld! do it ; 
B 2 .:^ - 
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and when th^y can contribute to fupport the 1 
party and retiH the^iinUwful one. I am pert 
that Atticus was blamed, that he was »ccufed of 
ference and apathy : ComeHus Nepers fays Ibmeth 
it ; it was averted, and perhaps. with truch, th 
made his- court to the tyrants ; but that Mrhich 
Aukus , was the condant equality of his philofc 
it did not change for a moment and not the leafl 
efcaped him, either zgiLxn^Sylla^ in favour of B 
or again H: Marc Antony, He died at feventyfeven 
•f age, the f4iend of AuguRus ; although he had < 
\y feen Cafar adafluiatea in a full feaate, he ha 
part in the conrpiracy, but on the other hand he 
no means to revenge his death.* 

<< Ah ! m^y fon, it is carrying indi£Ference to a ci 
ble degree! Moreover, dare you* Matter yourfelf ^ 
being like ilf^icttj, fo amiable as to be equally foi 
after by both parties ? £ither it is necelTary to be t 
lately innocent^ or to have fuch fine qualities as 
capable of making trifling errors to be forgotten, 
my parf, I avow that I do not believe I am capabi 
conducing myfglf like Pomponius Atticus*^-^li 1 V 
unforiunate enough to live at a time when my cout 
was divided into two parties, 1 think T could not 
otherwife than declare mytielf in favour of the hi 
efpccially if i were powefful, rich and young cnoi 
to be of fervice ta it." 



^ I 

• Pomponius Atticus did what wa< (^Hl worfc : Cicffo^ hit intin 
friend, who wrote him fo many line letters, wHofe brother was his 
in law, was profcribed and aflainnated by order of Antony. Full 
wife of thU Tritimviry cauj^e4 the head o/Cictro to be brought to h 
tore out the tongue, which had prO!icunced the Philippics, and b 
-r finemenc of barbarity, pierced it fevera) times with her needle. Poi 
p>nius Atticus was not only unconcerned at this, but fomerii 
afterwards, FaJvia being embarrafTed in her circumftances, having 1 
her hufband, he prctc£teJ her, did her eflentlal ferviceii inddcclji 
hin[\relf her lledfaft f£ie::d« 
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. ESSAY X. 

COMPARISON OF LyCURGUS AND ST. FRANCIS 
D» ASSISE. 



^ reading the life of Lycurgus^ in Plutarch^ and tHe- 
hiilory of Lacedexnon, I could, not but call to mind? 
an odd comparifion, and' without doubt ridiculous^ which 
I have lomewhere read ; it is a well drawn 
and very droll' parallel; between Lycurgus and Saints 
Francis D*Affjt. The principles of thefe two legiflators 
are, it is faid, the fame '; the Lacedemonians made vows 
like the capuchin friars ; namely,, tft, that of poverty, 
or at lead difappropriation^ {xnct, they held all their 
property in common, lands, proviAbns, buildings and 
clothes ; gold and filver were forbidden them ; if 
there were any at Lacedemon, they belonged to the 
State* — —ad. With ref^cft to the vow of.obedience, 
it was no where better obferved than in Sparta ; the 
foldier was kept in the moft cxaft difciplinc ; the pco-- 
plehad no part in the government ; it was compofed of: 
monarchy and ariftocracy ; the kings reprefented the 
provincial and the guardain, +thc ephori the definitor. 
3d. It is not fo eafy, to prove, that the Lacedemonians 
made a vow of challity ; for it v% well known they 
had ufages and cuftoms ^uite contrary; but the 
principal objeft of the inftitutors of orders, and by 
which they bound each^ member of » religous fociety^. 
and that of the Latin church, (which fubjedbed in like 
manner all its priefts,) was to take away the right of 
inheritance, and to concentre, or rather extend, in gen- 
eral' fociely, the intereft divided-other wife among fam- 
ilies. 

Such was the fpirit of the laws of Lycurgus^ as well as 
that of Saint Francis : Men forger, on entering into that 
order, their fathers and mothers ; they abjure the tics 
of confanguinity ; they are not even attached to a^ par- 
ticular convent ; they are cofmopolitcs as far aS the 
world of Saint Francis- reaches. The fpirit of tht in- 

t Offlc.rs or infpedtors belonglag to the order ^f SakoTranc^ 
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ftitutions of Lucurgus it loft, like that of the i 
the Saint ; every thing becomes corrupted, ai] 
the end deftroyed, ana generally by the lame a 
The Lacedemoniana tound their manaer . oi 
I90 auft^^fe jihey envifd tbw^i^how^ tb^Q 9^ 
life they enjoyed, and tboug^t that, having, coi 
thetD) they ought like them, to. enjoy their rich 
like manner, the monks having made themfel 
peded, admired and edeemed, juioi^ght to take 
ta^e of The condderation they had in the world, 
der to enrich, if ^ot their p^rfon-S at leaft their m 
ries« T^e m^ndicap;^s even are become rich ai^ 
prietors. Philofophyj fciences and a^'.ts, ivhich p; 
eafe and convenience^ corrupted Athene, and ; 
Laccdemon ; fo the Cordeliers baye b.een admitte 
the Univcrfity ol" Paris,, and have tlicrc can vail 
the honours of dpftorfh^p ; uo nican.s arc left of i 
ciling thefe fine title? lyitii the vejy auftcre life 
ought to lead, and the .extreme poverty of which 
have made profeflloo^ . DiFerent reforms have b^ 
vain. attempted to red^icc the i?iojnks to their firft 
tution. Firiaily, haviag quite loft the virtues of 
ordcr^ it iseafyio for^fee^ that in a little time 
null, be no mqrp jpppjk* th/Wi Spartan?* 
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PaRTRAlTS OF AfiLlSTIDJBS AKD ALCIBIAD2 

X HAVE juft r^ad with the greateft pleafurc, in P 
larch, the two lives and portraits of AriJtuttSf a 
AlftkuuUs: Thefe two illuftrious Athenians form a pi 
fe^Bontraft ; but their charaftcrs are equally woi' 
ftuHphg, and it is even ufeful to ooropare them, aj 
*o j^K^ji^thcir different kinds cf merit, applicaiion 
ihA^e ^ which we live. 
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The renown of arms wa« not that of Arifiides — ke 
ferved in the army, at firft as a private foldier, or fub- 
ahem officer :-^He conduced himfelf bravely, as^cvery 
good citizen charged, as far as in his power, with tha^ 
defence of his country, ought to do j but he was not 
ambitious of commanding, and ferved his fellow citi- 
zens better with his head than with his arms, . Always 
znodeil \ contented to (hew his talents when he was 
charged with the execution of any particular duty, or 
confultc<l upon any affair ; he ceded the honof of rank 
to him who wilhed to pofTefs it ; neverthelefs, he could 
rot fo far hide his merit as to prevent its being justly 
admired. Efchylus having introduced into one of his 
tragedies the foUowing Greek vcrfes — "//is will' not ap^ 
pearjufi^buthcmUbeJb,"Thc people turned towards 
Ariftidcs, difcovered in him this chara6ler, and imme- 
diately gave their applaufe. ^ The public efteem met 
him,iftheexpreffion may be allowed^ and accogapanied 
him without his ever feeking for it. ^ He had a violent 
enemy, and fo much the more dangerous, as he was a 
perfon of ho mc'an'conlidcration 5 this was Themiftocles, 
He mads it a rule to contradift every thing which Ar- 
iftidcs propofed ; and Arifiides took the refolution of 
getting others to propofe that which he thought ad- 
vantageous to tlie Republic/ Notwlthftanding all his 
merit, we know that AriHides could not Tave himfelf 
from the rigour of theoftracifm ; a fcverc law, introdu- 
ced into the Republic of Athens, with the view of main- 
taining equality. His great reputation ofjudice and. 
undcritanding gave umbrage to his fellow citizens : 
He went into exile, praying that Athens might nev«r 
be in a (ituation to regret . his abfence. His prayer^ 
were not heard : Ariilides was foon wanted and recalled* 
Themiftocles, like a great politican, went to meet him^ 
and promifed him every kind of deference and proofs 
of attachment. Arifiides, more (incere in his profef- 
fions, anfwered : •' Command me in war — you are a 
general — 1 will obey you like a brave officer. When 
we (hall be returned to Athens, let each of us take in 
the deliberations, that part which his ideas (hall fug- 
ged,*' In ihort, the year following, Themiftocles 
conceived a bold and brilliant proje^, which knight 
fucceed; yet it was not (^juite conformable to the rulea» 
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^fjuftfee: Hie people confulted Artfttdet upo] 
teld them freely what he thought ; and the At! 
irejeAed it So true it is, that the people, wh 
Jiare time to reflefty and are temperate, condu<^ 
lelves in the moft juft and upright manner, 1 
tue and reafon of Ariftides made an epocha ; an 
the morals of Greece Were become totall^r cor 
th&time of Ariftides was quoted, in order to rcfe 
age of upright men. During the reign of the 
T<^n zt KemCi the age of Cato waa likewife fpo 
in referring to the time when this Center defem 
the laws and ancient cuftoms of the Roman Re^ 
but Cato was uncouth and auftere-^^Ariftides 
and humane** Another Athenian, endowec 
more brilliant qualities than Ariftides, cnjoye 
ing his life, and even a long time after his dea 
greateft reputation ; this was jikitiades, whofe < 
ter, Ac. I will extraft, as ) have done Ihat of 
de$ from Plutarch. 

* Ied«M aot appejir thu Anftidas flltfaer ftu^lei fifatliifcphy. 
ha tfl^ciatsd with piiilofopliccs s the Academy tnd th» Lyceui 
aot eftabliihod at the cime in which be livod } phUofophy was 
to him» and not acquired i His jaftice wa» founded upeia the 
Ilit miod, and tho upriihtbefs of bit heart* 

Since the^ death of Ariftide** there have, perhaps* lieen ms 
who, boKnwith as much,wttie, ireQitude of mind and h^art as 
have perverted thefe happy ^R9«by ftodySng to reafon coo pn 
■AOB the natvre and esieaC of tndr datits, and by c^jopu i 
mik thsir iatcMOfc 
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ESSAY XII. 

€HA&ACT£& OF ALCIllIAl>£S. 



2JLLC1BIADES gave in hi« youth prooft etwh^i he 
was one day to becone : He wat courageous, intref kt^ 
ambitioiis, hatigkty tfnd predcH&inant ; but knowuo^ 
oa great oocafiont, how to tefnper his paffiooa by .poll*' 
cy ;-i^witty, lively, full of grace and agretabknefs^bitit 
iiaviog «a appoaranee of bemg diffipated and impr«i« 
dent : Of a tharlnjng figure, tnMeto inlpire love,i»mch 
in eSt6t he did, appearing to return all the fentimeotf 
he canfed tn'others ; but he waar too nvch mafter of 
his pailioaa to be governed by them. He made hia 
unreftrained ardour for pteafure fubfervient to hia rep- 
utation, ailibitktfi and ioterefta. Fond of wealth, al- 
though c>ch« and Ibmetimaa thought extravagant* He 
cultivated the arta, and gleaned from the belles lettres^ 
juft enough to make him aouable : -He ftudied phiioib- 
phy: Soiri^atea, tht wtfed of oaen, was his matter, and 
fo well pleafed in giving him leffona, that in another 
ienfe, Alcibiades was the mafter of Socrates. He was 
marrkd, and not vtry faithful to his ^^c (Hipparete;V 
fhe imitated thole who had upon Alcibiades le& legal 
rights, and pardoned his inconftancy and errors on ac- 
count of his agreeable qualities. £v«ry talent was na- 
tural to him, as the virtues were to Ariftides ; there- 
fore, he knew in cafe of need, how to counterfeit ^i 
that Ariftidtos really praftifod. ^ Particular circumftan- 
ces were the caufe of his going to Lacedemon; and 
in that city, the rival of his country, and whofe man- 
ners formeda perf^ft contrail with thofe of the Athe- 
nians, he appeared for fome time to become a perfeft 
Spartan ; but he was only a fox clothed in the (kin of 
a lion. He had metamorphofed his exterior only ; he 
deduced the wife of the good King Agis ; and fo far 
from the Spartans converting him, it was he who cor- 
rupted them. He went among the Perfians, and ap« 
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5 eared to be born to live in the court oF a defpoti: 
Ling. A pliapt courtier, he cringed at the feet of hiV. 
vrho was mailer : . Daring and haugh ty towards the Sa- 
traps, he proved to them that he had as much or more 
right than they had to favour, and to all the advan- 
tages which men acquire in a monarchy : After his re- 
turn to hitf own country, he dazzled his fellow citizens 
with his magnificence ; but he delighted them with tlie 
tafte he introduced into the fcafts which he gave them, i 
The Athenians were capable of pardoning every thing I 
in favour of the graces ; nobody had this refource 
more at hand than Alcibiades. His end was tragical ; , 
but he proved to his lateft moment that he was intrep- 
id : Befieged in his houfe by the Perfians^ covered 
with their arrows, he expired ; and it was the bcauti- 1 
•ful Timandra who clofed his eyes, and took care of his 
interment. 

After having read thefe portraits, and turning our 
«yeS' towards the age and country in which we live, mc 
cannot but difcover that we have ftill feme (imilar to 
Alcibiades, but none to Aridid es. The i6th century 
produced a few of them, and they were acknowledged 
tobefuch; becaufe in time of diforder and civil war, 
men who have as much firmnefs as virtue, who have 
principles, and are obliged to defend them, fhew them- 
ielves without difguife ; but when every thing feems 
calm and peaceful, valour fleeps, and heroic virtue 
'fhines forth no longer. In countries where there arc 
neither lions nor dragons, who knows if there be men 
that would be cat>able of taming them ; but where no 
monfters are feen, inre£ts are in fwarms ; which it is 
more difficult to dirperfe» than to kill ferocious ani- 
mals. ^ 

''-Our ^ge is capable of producing men like Alcibia- 
des.-:.Are there among us ary ptfeBt copies of thit 
brilliant model ? If I be not deceived, I know one of 
them among my contemporaries : May my great grand 
children admire and I6ve him as 1 do ! 
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tHE ELOOyENCE AND CHARACTER OF iE)E- 
MOSTHENES. 

il READ tlic harangttcs 6f Dcmofthencsr ^th all pof- 
fible pleafure, and his life vrith pain; 1 faw in him a 
man of the greateil abilities, and the ^neft and moft 
lively eloquence ; but I perceived that the qualities of 
his heart did not anfvrer to thofcof hisunderdanding. 
The firft time he mounted the roftnim, it was to plead 
^gainft his gtiardtans hedid n6t fucceed, becauie, he 
'accumulated too many arguments one upon the other, 
overcharged his pleading with oratorical figures, and 
had a bad delivery. For my part, I think his paufe 
was not a good one : A young man, like Demofthener, 
ought to have found, his judges difpofed to hearken to 
him, when he complained, that advantage had been 
taken of his weak'nefs to deprive iiitn of his property. 
It appears that, far from being difhcartened by this 
had fuccefs, Dembfthenes took infinite pains to become 
more able and feducing. Some time after, not having 
yet obtained a good delivery, he compofed for others ; 
and in a caufe wherein the Areopagites where greatly 
cmbarrafTed, becaufe the pleading on both fides as 
of equal force, it was difcovered,' that Demofthenes 
had drawn up both the one and theother : He was thus 
an advocate for and againft. What opinibn'cah we have 
of the heart of fuch an orator! At' length he found 
himfclf capable of oppofing every thing which Phocion 
propofcd, who wanted neither wit nor eloquence, 
and whofe opinions werfc more juft and of greater adw 
vantage to the Athenians* Demofthenes had talents 
ftill greater than thofe of Phocion ; he got the better 
of him, and his fuccelfes were the caufe of the lofs of 
Jj is country. Ought- he not to reproach himfclf with 
fuch a triumph ? When Demofthenes wanted argument 
«nd reafon, it frequently happened, that he got rid of 
C 
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his embarraflfTient by pleafantry. This kind of rcfourre 
would appear lefs extraordinary and difficult to the 
French to make ufe of, than to oth^r options. 

His advice was to fo to w«r, although the Athenians 
were not in a (i tuation to do it ; it was however re- 
folved upon. Obli|;ed like others to join the army^ he 
was the firil who (hrunk frera his duty and ran away. 
He had harangued like a bad citizen^ and he fought 
like a cowardly foldien Neverthelefs, the Athenians 
recalled him to the roftrum, they wilhed to hear again 
this divine orator. * Frivoious people ! who admicei 
"nothing but the choice of words and tarn of phrafes, 
without giving themfelves the leaiil trouble about the 
•Sje£l of the difcouTfe. It was, however, the welfare 
of the republic which wa^in queftion. Philip being dead, 
Demofthcncs maintained, that nothing was to be fear- 
ed from the young Alexander ;* that he was only a 
f outfit fojt, (according to theexpreffiontjf M. de Tourcil.) 
The wits of Athens fmiled, and gave their applaufc : 
It appeared by what followed, how far this judgment 
r>f Alexander wa« founded bn truth. The King of Ma- 
cedon dcftroyed Thebes, and forgave Athens, on ac- 
count only of the arts«*^f letters and philofophy ; but 
he required that <hfc orators who had infulted him 
ihould be given up. Dcmofthcncs was the moft cul- 
pable; he was greatly afraid, -and did what he could to 
lave hirafelf the trouWe of the journey: He invented, 
and declaimed wonderfully, on the fable of the (hep- 
herds, whom the wolves prayed to, to give up their 
dogs. Demofthencs was by no means a man precious 
to his republic ; yet he managed fo as to prevail upon 
his countrymen to pay a confiderable fiim, rather than 
abandon him to the refentment of the King of Mace« 
donia. Alexander took the money from the Athenians, 
left them their orator, and made a verv ^ood bargain. 

The Conqueror having taken Sardis from the King 
of Perita, found proofs hat Demofthenes was psidione-i 
by the enemies of his country — in a word, a traitor. 
He made this known to the Athenians, who only laugh- 
ed at it : In fa£k, ir did not hinder DemollHenes from 
being the bed fpeaker in Greece ; and the Atheniaiis par- 
doned every thing in favour of wit und abilities. 
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His wfts one day to plead again ft a certain Harpaluf^ 
whom the Athenians widied lo banifh from their city, 
and who fully deierved it : The culprit gave an ele« 
gant gold cup to the orator. The next day, DrmoiU 
hencs declared that he had a cold,. and could not plead : 
1 believe it^ faid Phocion^ thou haft got in thy throat 
the cup of Harpa-i4ift». This repartee Vas thought an ex- 
cellent one ; but it vra« all that paffed upon the fubje& 

When we read Deraofthenef, we are fo delighted, 
that we do not think of weighing his reafons ; but, on 
reading hiftory, their weaknefs is feen, in putting our- 
felves in the place of the Athenians. Phocion, on the con- 
trary^ fpoke rationally, and always to the purpcfe. Hy- 
per ides faid to Phocion, When wilt thou then think of 
going to warP^^When tJbofe in years, aniwered the fage 
Athenian, fiiall know now to command, and the young 
how to obey : When the rich Qiall be difpofed to con- 
tribute their property, and the poor their arms. When 
orators Ikall no longer difplay their wit and talents at 
the expenfe of the republic 1 !*' Thefe are fublime fen- 
timems, and which prefent, at or ce, the evils and their 
remedies. 

Demofthenes, on the contrary, began his harangue^ 
I'y faying, ** Athenians, the Oracle of Delphi has de- 
clared, that there was one man in Athene, who was of 
a different opinion from all the others ; are you defir- 
ous to know this man ?— 1 am he." This is certainly a 
fine rhetorical figure ; but afterwards, Demofihenrs 
w?5 obliged to ufe great iubtilty, to prove that he was 
right, in being of an opinion different from that of all 
his fellow citizens,— How could the Athenians have 
been fo far impofed upon, as to feize that which was 
falfe, and never that which was true ? It is certain, that 
Demofthenes deceived them. 

I like Cicero much better ; every thing in hit plead- 
ing breathes fentiment, equity and a jtift'nefs of mind : 
His logic is clear, and at the fame time prefiing. It 
|ecms by his'manner, as if one honed man was defend- 
ing another ; and nothing proves to us that Cicero 
ftiove to deceive the Romans, nor that he fupported 
a bad caufe. 

The Roman orator had great perfonal defefts; ha 
was weak in council and in govcrnmenr, and gavj 
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way to (ioic$ and circumftanoes ; bui he w^ not Attn- 
ttouft for the had party, and if he h»d not the couraga 
to {a^e hU couotry from falUag^he did not lead it lo 
the hriok ofth^ precipice*. He was vain» and believ- 
ed that he had faved J^ome, by difcDveriog the con- 
ipM-acyoftCatiiine^butif he boafted too much of a 
trifling fervioe, he had nothing to reproach himrelf 
witb. Somcthiog ikould be granted in favour of hunnan^ 
nityiP nd fevexal weakneffes ougbt to be excufe/d oa. 
its account* 
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CHARACTERS 01^ THE TWO CATOS> COMPARED. 



I 



HAVE read the lives of the two Catos with an in- 
tention of judging to which of them theexpreflion, 
afterwards a proverb, H< is as wife as Cato^ was moft 
applicable; and 1 think Cato of : Ucica ought r to be 
preferred to his grandfather* In order to fornix a Let* 
ter judgment, let us compare their adion^, contidering 
at the fame time their rcipcftive fituations. The Ccn- 
for was more auftere, aaa lived at a time when it was 
lefs ncceffary to be fo : Confequently,. his auflerity 
might be fufpe^ed of proceeding from a. particular 
turn of mind. He gained at Er{l,,fome reputation as 
an orator; but it was becaufe he was very violent in 
his pleadings againft the adverfe parties ,.rhewcd an 
cxceffive zeal for virtue and the Uws, and criticifed 
fevercly, thofe who a£ted contrary to cither. He was 
named Queftor, in the army of Scipip Africanus ; and 
difapproved of the mod trifling recompenfe, which 
that General wifhed to make to his. folaiers* Scipio 
very juftly obfervedyhe thought himfelf more refpon 
fible for the fk^cccfs of the great entcrprues wi;h 



ESSAYS. ^9 

which he was charged, than the economy of the pub- 
lic treafure. Cato fell into a pafTion, and abandoned 
both the Queftorihip and the army. When he was 
Praetor, he was a jud^ of the moft perfcft integrity ; 
but his feverity was in fup portable. Arrived at the 
honoars of the Confalfhip, he was fent into Spain» 
where he foon found himfelf furrounded with enemies, 
which he owed, perhaps to the ftubbornnefs of his 
charaftcr. Perceiving that it was occeflary to relax 
from his feverity, he took out from the pub lie treaf- 
ure two hundred talents, with which he corrupted 
part of the Spaniards, and oppofmg them to each other, 
conquerad them all ; razed the walls of their cities^ 
and received in Rome triumphal honours. After hav- 
ing been ten years Conful, he foliciicd the Cenforfhip, 
vhich he obtained : And never was the place filled 
with fo much intrepidity and rigour as by Cato. He 
p2dd no refpe6b to perfons, Senators, Knights, or men 
of Confular-dignily : He drove from the fenate thofe 
whom he found culpable, of whatever birth they were. 
He was cxa£l, fevere, incorruptible^ inflexible and reC- 
otute : He made himfelf dreaded by thofe who infringe- 
ed the laws; but he did not render the execution of 
them eafy :-*-He took no pains to make them efteemed, 
and never thought of rewarding thofe who conformed 
to what they prefcribed. He declared war again (l: 
luxury, not by publiihtjig aay fumptuary law, but by 
taxing the citizens according to their expenfes; with- 
out paying the leaft attention to their real foi tunes. 
At the end cf his Cenfor&ip a (latue was erected to 
Him, and he received the iirname of Cenfbr, which he 
bore the remainder of his life ; and preferved the in- 
clination of cenfu ring and cricicifing his countrymen. 
He made it a duty, and perhaps a pleafure, to accufe 
them in open fenate : This was repaid him — he was ac- 
cufed in his turn — and it happened, that he was more 
than once condemned to pay a liqe. He was already 
advan.ed in age. when the Athenians came to Rome, 
and made it the fadiion to liudy the literature and 
philofophy of Greece. Cato difapproved of this ftudy 
--he oppofed its progrefs-*-and cried loudly, that it 
was a fpecies of mental luxury, which would ruin this 
republic* He went into Africa, and lived atCarthage, 
Ca 
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between the fecond and third punic wars. He favr 
that this old rival of Rotne^ was full of flourifliing 
youth ; that the country was populous^ rich and com- 
nerciaI:«->Finally, tha^t if Carthage w«s l«fttoo long 
in repofe, it might again make Rome tremble, as it had 
done in the time of Hannibal. From that moment, he 

gave it in the fenate as his opinion, that Carthage ihould 
e deftroyed ; and he w^s the caufe of the third punic 
war, which was terminated by the entire deftru^on of 
that city. Cato died at the age of ninetypwithout hav- 
ing ever been ill, or had recourfe to medicine. 

Many things may be faid againft this auftere Ceafor 
of the vices and manners of his country : He took up 
for his model, Curius Dentatus^ a Roman in the begin- 
ning of the republic ; who was three times Conful, re- 
ceived twice triumphal honours, but returned always 
after his vi6lories to the plough, and lived humbly in 
his farms« It was this Curius, who receiving from 
certain ambalTadors conftdepable offers of gold and fil- 
ver, (hewed them his kettle fuH ofradifhes and greens^ 
faying, *< Judge if a man who \a contented with fuch 
a repaft, has need of your riches*'* 

Cato affeded to lead as frugal a life ; but Curius, by 
living in this manner, only imitated his countrymen -and 
cnntempora ries, Cincinnatus, Fabricius, Camillus,&c. 
in (lead of which, Cato made himfelf fingular^^and wiHi- 
ed to be. remarkable. We have fome fragments of his 
writings ; vanky, afFe6lation of fingularity, cxceilivc 
economy and even avarice, are manifefted in them. 
}^ wrote upon a eoun try life, and faid, that nothing 
was fo agreeable as augmenting our patrimony, and be- 
coming rich ; that fiaves were the in ft rumen ts of la- 
bour, of culture, of economy and commerce; that 
I hey ought to be made ufe of to improve our fortune, 
and not to be confide red but with this view. Plu- 
tarch,, however indulgent he might be to thofe whofc 
life he wrote, could not refrain from blaming this 
©manner 6f thirrk-in?, which he looked upon to be in-» 
human and unjuft. 

Ii is remarked that Cato, who condemned fo many 
vices during the courfe of his fevcre Cenfoifhip, was 
favourable to thofe with which he was himfelf infcft- 
cdv^^ch as ufury, v/^ich^ it is alTcrted, he p^ftilcd^ 
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I tfee mofl opprcffive manner. When he was rc- 
ro ached with it, he anfwered, that there was no law 
'hich forbade it exprefsly : It might be fo at that 
me, b'Jt did it become Cato to attach himfelf ftridly to 
he letter of the law, and not to diHtnguifli that which 
/as juft and fitting, from what wa« not fo ? — Cato the 
>enfor, was, therefore, felf interefted,, avaricious, full 
• f vanity, and perhaps, jealous mf the great and pow- 
erful perfonages whom he perfecuted openly. He 
vas fevere to equals, and inhuman to his inferiors : Fi« 
i^ally, his virtue was audere and cruel ; which, as 
llontagne fays, with reafon^ tj a triu andfooUJk orna^ 
nent Jor philofophy^ What are called his Difiicks^ are 
'all of'good feufe and reafon; but they are certain^ 
ly not by Cato the Cenfor : Let us fee If they, do not 
x^tter become his griMidfon. 

Cato of Utica lived In tinles lefs happy than thofe of 

his grandfather ; and although the age iu which he 

lived had- no particular defe^l, he cciticifed it muck 

more by being virtuous, than by declaiming furioufly 

againft vices.— — His wifdom was neither cynical, 

jealous nor haughty. He fought not riches, but made 

ufe of thofe he had, in being generous and liberal on 

proper occafions ; equally incapable of a blind friend* 

ihip,.aod an. inveterate hatred : He loved, above all 

things, juftice and the Republic. He was, when very 

young, under the tyranny of Sylla : And it is faid of him^ 

tliat he alked,.of every body he nx^x^ a fword to plunge 

into the bofom- of that opp^effor of his country* Forty 

years afterward:S he kilkd himfeif, rather than be obe-,, 

dient to Ca&far. He faw^efpecially in a Republic, that 

dignities were not vain honours,, but real charges ; for 

the cxercife of which, men were anfwcrable to their 

country.. He was at firii Queftor, as his grandfather 

had been, and he conduced himfelf in that office like 

an honefl man, without being more difiicult than was 

necefiary, preferring the good application of public 

money to rigid economy. A virtue which never ceaf- 

cs for an inflanr, cannot fail of beifig known ; for 

which reafon, he enjoyed the reputation he merited ; 

but the Republic was.oot very anxious to employ him 

a fecond time ; his way of thinking, far from being a- 

greeable to his fellow citizens, infpi red them with fear. 
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He was himfelf little d^firous of making a figure 'ibi 
feeing the people rt^dy to ck£l for tribune an unwc i 
thy citizen, and fearing the evils which might be ir.: 
confequencr, he pre fen ted himfelf with confiderGe,ar.i 
W9$ created. In fa£^, he found himr«lf in a (tiuatio 
to prevent, under the pretence of the con fpi racy c: 
Catiline, the recal of Pompey and his army to Roir? 
who was at war with Mithridatc.% and avho bad r/ 
yet conquered that Herce enemy of the Romans, i: 
this propoHtion had fucceeded, on one hand^ the gre^: 
obje6l of the Afiatic war would have been loft^, f ' 
want of giving it the lall fuccours ; and on the otbc, ', 
Rome would have becrv overcome by Pompey, inftwc 
of being difturbed by Catiline. — Cato deferred at leii'^ 
the ruin of his country,, in preventing^ for the moment, 
the return of Pc»mpcy with all his troops to Rowe. 
He was near beirg airailinated on thisoccslion by thole 
of the oppcfiie paiiy, which included almoH all I'nc 
Roman citizens, few of them forefceing the confequen- 
ces. The coolnefs and fteady refolution of Cato, J' 
length opened their eyes, and they faved him from the 
hands of the other party. Pompey, informed of what 
had paffed, returned to Rome, and found that Cato 
was a man whom it was abfolutely neceffary to man* 
nage: He fought his alliance, and aiked his niece in 
marriage for his fon ; Cato refufed httn. i will not ^ 
give, faid he, an hoftage lo Pompey, againft kis coun- 
try : When his party (hall be the mod juft,.it fhall bs 
mine. He kept his word, as long as Pompey Caeraf 
and Craffus, were united, for the purpofe of tyranni- 
fing over Rorhe ; he was the enemy of them all. Pom- 
pey frequently got him reproached for it ; he always re- 
plied, that in his anions he never confulted cither 
friendfhip or perfonal enmity, and that he had noU 
nor ever fhould have, any thing in view but the wel- 
fare of the Republic. All parties perceiving, equal l^i 
that it was impoflible to gain him over to them, they 
agreed to exclude him from the ,Confu]{hip ; and this 
man, fitter than any other, to govern Rome, was never 
at the head oraffairs. i do not know if this was a 
great.c vil to Rome ; he Wftuld probably have retarded the 
ruin of the Republic but for a very little time.—- How- 
ever this may be, the name of the fecond Caio, to the 
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fl'iame of the Confular Calendars, is not infcribed' 
therein. 

At length, the time which Cata the Wife had fore- 
feen, came to pafs. The tyrants of Rome were reduc-- 
cd to two, Ca&far and Pompey ; the latter was conquer-^ 
ed, and from that moment Cato took his part, or ratb- 
cr, as he fays himfelf,.he followed not Pompey, but at- 
tached himfelf to the remains of the Republic. It wa«- 
contrary to his. advice that Pompey gave battle at^. 
Pharfalia,— -Cato could not wi(h for a combat which 
was at all events to give a oiader to Rome. However, 
the armies met, much againft his will ; Caefar conquer^- 
cd, and was from that moment the enemy of Cato. We 
know, the latter retired to Utica, and feeing this laft 
place of Africa obliged to fubmit,. he put himfelf to- 
death, with a coolnefs and heroifm which have made- 
his a& of fuicide the model of thofe pail, prefent and 
to come. 

What is principally to be confidered in the deaths 
of Cato, is to know if he did well in quitting life* A- 
Chriftian cannot debate upon fuch a point ; but Pagan 
authors have thought that Cato ought to have preferv- 
ed himfelf for the Republic. For my part,, puuing- 
myfclf in their place, 1 think naturally,, that Cato of 
Utica took a good refolution. The liberty ofhis coun-. 
try was the objeft of all his dcfires and affedions; 
which may, by fome, be deemed a foible, for every 
perfon has one. He faw the liberty of Rome deftroy- 
ed ; in living a longer time he would have fecn that, 
which he looked upon as a public misfortunci aggra- 
vated. Caefar would have pardoned him but he would 
have been under an obligation to Cae^far ; and it is lefs 
painful to a man of fpirit to fini(h his exifteoee, than< 
to kifs the hand of the tyrant who permits him to live* 

It appears that Cato was a philofopher of the feft o^ 
the Stoics, whofe principles have fometimes been car- 
ried to a ridiculous degree, but well underftood, they^ 
are fublime and excellent. Thofe of the Epicureans, 
well conceived, tend likewife to make men wife and 
happy. Cato the Stoic, feared neither death nor pain, 
<^iuch were the dogmas of the- fe£i-; but he ^11 Icfa 
fonght for^ than feared them : Therefore, he did noth«» 
ing in hifi life which tended to give him uCelcfs paijDj^ 
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chagrin, or contradidioo* When they h»ppe 
him, he fupported them courageoufly. He nevti 
died with flate affairs, but wheo he thought I 
called upon to do fo : And as foon as he faw | 
oould' no longer be of ufeto bis country, and tl 
0iould be deprived of the enjoyments of a priva 
becaufe ho had taken too great a part in public 
he'put an end to his exiiience. If he was in fd 
gree blamcable in the effed:, he was not fo in ihi 
oiple.. The contrary, happens in the greater r 
of fuicides : Men kill themselves for bad reafc! 
general, or they take a wrong time to do it« . Ti 
leiTon for the iinglifh, and of which they (land i, 
need : They ought to be put in mind, that thei 
formerly a Uw in. the republic of Marfeilles, 
permitted the citizens to<irink the juice oj.hemlot 
xK>t till after they had given ftkfficient reafons 
magiftrates, and received their approbation of 
Hy means of thcfe precautions it may be eafily i 
cil, that nothing was fo rare in Maifeiiles as a fu 

Onelaft.reflefltoR, which theJlvea of the tvM 
tos offer to roe is, that their philofophical mam 
thinking had given them both an unpaidorable 
ference for their f jmilies* Odd circumflances c 
kind, which 1 will not repeat, are related of the 
will oniy obi«rve,jh«t thefe proceeded from 
entMnotives,. Cato the Cenfor, given up entirely 
aricr, .vanity ar.d a ridiculous attachment to the 
confidered every thing in a civil order, and noth 
a natural or.domefLic one. ^ His grandfon was vei 
fcrently affe£led $ the welfare of/the Republic a 
ed all his ideas : — However it may be, thefc two 
men were inexcufable, in depriving thcmfelv 
the two greated enjoyments of life, corjugai and 
nal love. 

The miflakeni defire of imitating the virtues c 
rius Dentatus, authorif^d the condu6l of Cato thi 
for. The example of Cato cf .Utica, appesred. 
nephew Brutus, a fufficierit aut^hority to zih 
Csefar in full fen ate : He committed this crii 
rather this cruel and ufelefs vengeance, with as pu 
tentions as thofe of his .uncle. He was, like him 
^n^n^y of tyrajany, wii^^out being that of the tv 
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The hiAt cthu aftion wm juflice, and a zeal to «i»in- 
tain the eftabliHied laws of his country : But this 
principle ww badly regulated and applied. Tyrants 
fhould be oppofed in the beginning, and even puniih- 
cd, if it be poflible t but there is but one method of treat* 
ing confirmed and inevitable tyranny, which is that of 
iooihing it Ikiifully. 
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CHARACTER OF LUCULLUS. 

1 HOSE who know Roman hiftory but imperfcftly, 
f\a not render fufficient jufttce to Xucullus, We have 
heard fpeak of his magnificence and love of voluptu* 
Mjfncfs ; but we forget the fervfces he did to his coun- 
try, before he^ gave himfelf up to the amu^cnents, which 
Uvcetencd and dmbellifhed his retreat. He ftudied to 
st^vantage the Belles Lettrcs d'^^ring his youth, became 
-afterwards a ftatcfman, a great general, and towards 
the decline of his life a philofopher. Being a friend 
♦o Sylla, he pafled over too lightly rhc cruelties of this 
c:cbtor, but he was not his accomplice in them. He 
^vas executor to his will, and tutor to his fon, in prcf* 
'^rencc to Pompey. — After having held all the public 
employments, capable of forming great men, as well at 
'r.me as abroad, he became at iaft ConfuU After his 
'^^xifulfhip, the government of Cilicia becoming vacant, 
i e had cveiy right lo demand it ; it was a delicate buf- 
•nefs. and he would have had mucfh difEculty in fuc- 
cceding, had he not made Ccthcgus^ tribune of the peo- 
; Ic, his friend. To obtain which, he found it necef* 
'^ry to apply to Precia the courtefan ; he feigned him* 
'''if in love with her, knowing t'^at this mean ,cm- 

loycd with addrefS| Was the mo ft fare one of Aicceed- 



-^ ESSAYS. 

idg with women. He obtained what he want< 
the lover of hit miflrefs, and little fcrupulous al 
meafis he made ufe of to arrive at bis propofed 
turned all to advantage. 

He went into A(ia, and by his wife condu 
£ed the troops which had rebelled and mutir] 
them on to battle again ft Mithridates, and .gre; 
barraiTed this formidable enemy of the Rom^ 
the fame time he acquired the friendHiip of th^ 
itants of the conquered provinces ; (lopped th< 
dations committed by th>5 farmers of the revcn 
^were for the mod part Roman knights, and 
them to eafe the people, or at lead to regulate 
equity the receipt of taxes* This a^ of jufl 
moderation did him'^nuch honour. -Having 
ly executed his fir ft commiffion, he was fome ti 
lent again towards Ada, and condufled himf 
the fame prudence and difintereftednefs. H 
that the true means of conquering Mithridatea 
■cut off the provifions from his army, which 
xnenfe ; this fucceeded — he beiieged Amifus 
contained the chief riches of the king. He c< 
this capital, and the Roman troops foand in 
fiderable booty. It did not depend upon the 
that the army was not as orderly in taking ] 
of thefe tre^fures, as the profit arifing from tl 
freat, bathe never could obtain this from 
aiers: They were already, greatly relaxed in 
cient difciplifie; Neverthelefs he thought 
ing ftill farther liis conquefts. Michridaces I 
ed to the dominions of Tigrancs, king of 
liis (on in la^i; ; it was there that Lucullus \ 
'have followed him. 

Xucullns found means to dffperTe the imn 
*mies of Tigranes and his father in law, althi 
own was infinitely inferior. By thefe means 
the greateft proof of bis knowledge in the arl 
He was enterprifing enough to form the iic^ 
granocerta, capital of the kingdom. of Arnae 
approaches were defended by an army of m 
hundred thoufand men : The Roman genera 
ed them, and looked upon vi£lory as certain 
Client he had given agUnce at their pofition. 
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iMniy faid he : It was on one of thofe days which the 
Romans htd marked in their calendar as unfortunate, 
becaufe it had formerly been memorable hy defeats ; 
/ will put it among the fortunate days added he ; and he 
did fo accordingly. An hundred tlioufand barbari- 
ans fell in the battle which followed, wherein it is 
faid, no more than five Romans were killed^ and an hun< 
dred wounded. 

The confequence of this viftory wafe the taking of the 
capital* Tho' conquercr marched to wards Artaxata, 
the ancient capital of Armenia : He Would have tak- 
en it, for Mithridates and Tigrancs flew before him, 
making but vain efforts to fave it ; but the cold being 
fevcre, the Roman foldiers loaded with riches, declar- 
ed openly they would not cKpofc themfevlcs to the rig- 
ours of a winter campaign, to gain a triumph lefs flat- 
tering to them than to their general. It was in Viin 
that LucuUms fet them the example of braving fatigue 
as well als danger, his foldiers did not follow him and 
he was forced to leave his army ina£live, and to renounce 
the honour of terminating a war fo happily begun. 
During this time, intrigues were carried on at Rome 
againft him, and his fucccffor was named. When the 
feafon became favourable, Pompey took the command 
of the Roman army, eafily conquered Tigranes, and 
forced Aiithridates to fuicide. 

It was then that LucuUus ftrove to confole himfelf, 
by leading the moft cafy and voluptuous life, for the 
mortifications he had met with in his political and mil- 
itary career. He felt that he had a right to repofe, 
and tha(t he could do nothing better than to make his 
retreat agreeable ; he had, moreover, experienced fome 
domeflic vexations. He had fucceflively married two 
wives, whole €ondu£l had given him much pain, and 
from whom he had been obliged to live feparate, al- 
though the fecond was the fiRer of the auuere Cato« 
He faw that in Rome both fexes had violated the laws 
of virtue, honour and decency : It feems as if he had 
faid to himfelf, " I will think of my perfonal pleafures 
only, fince 1 can no longer hope to acquire glory ; I 
will renounce the ambition of gaining the cfteem of a 
people, who docs not merit mice." 

D 
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If LucuUus, loaded with the (poils of Ada, h^ 
beei^ ambitious of a^ing a great part in Rot 
would have made hirnfclf a party there, and hav< 
\y embarrailed Cdefar and Pompey ; he would 2 
have entered the triumvirate like CraiTus, anc 
had more weight in it, becaufe he had moremeri 
he preferred the enjoyment of his riches, lU 
himfelf magnificent and delightful habitations b 
town and country ; was profufe in the entertain 
he gave to his friends, and to tkofe whom he tl 
worthy of being admitted into his fociety* * I 
noble and generous to others, but without fu: 
himlelf to be importuned: He aflided them wi 
purfe and credit, but did not drive to make h 
partifans, and required no kind of acknowled| 
He faw with indifference Rome agitated by dil 
fa6lions, took no part therein, and was not pe] 
ed by any of them. He had formed, as a man oi 
coUedions of books, and (latues, and other cur 
—cultivated letters aqd the fciences : Finally, hi 
ed himfelf no kind of fenfual pleafure, but declare 
he was not a (lave lo his pafTions.-^— If Luculi 
pearcd to be an Egotift, and if he were aftually 
was becaufe he had been a zealous citizen, a^oo 
cer, fufiicienily ambitious, and even avaricious c 
ry. He had learnt, that, in certain countries, ai 
certain circum fiances, when a man has paid 
country his contingency of zeal and fcrvices, it is 
permitted, and even wife, to think of nothing but 
felf. 






ESSAY XVI. 



CHARACTERS OF THE TWO GRACCHI. 

A HE life of the two Gracchi cannot be read 
out concern, cither in Plutarch, or in the hiHc 
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the confpiracy of the Gracchi^ by the Abbe dc Saint 
Real. Young men are naturally pleafed with the mer- 
it of thefe two young republicans they admire their 
audacity, and applaud their zeal for eClabiifhing in their 
country good order and equality. They foon think 
that if they were in their fttuations, they would aft as 
they did, and that if the execution were dangerous, at 
lead the enterprife would be glorious. 

In maturtsr age, men judge of the Gracchi with more 
coclnefs and juftice, and do not over rate their good 
qualities: For my part, I cohfefs that I think I fee 
in their conduft more ambition, impctuoftly and rafh- 
r\e(^, than truepatriotic ieal.— Grand children, by their 
mother, of the great Scipio, they fignalifed themfelves . 
at firfl in war. Tiberius, the elder of the two gained 
obfidional crowns, and did wonders in a battle which 
the conful, under whom he fcrvcd in quality of quef- 
tor, loft by his imprudence. The young queftor was 
charged to make peace with the conquering- enemy : 
He fucceeded in this with much addrcfs, eonfidering 
the difagrceable circumftanccs in-which the Roman ar- 
my was ; and if he did not fave it, he fecur-ed his own 
reputation. 

This beginning warmed the ambition of Tiberius ; 
he wifhcd to fly to glory and riches, but found that 
the pretorial fun^ions would not afPbrd him oppor- 
tunities favourable enough ; he thought that he (hould 
wait too long before he arrived at the confnifhtp and the 
command of armies; the office of tribune of the people, 
prcfented to him new and cafy means of fignalifing 
hinifclf, by fupporting the lowefl clafs of citizens againft 
the rich and powerful : He therefore folicited 
and obtained the tr-buncfhip without difficulty, *per- 
ceiving the great advantages which were attached to 
it. The tribunes had equally the power, for the pub- 
lic in tcreft, of opj^ofing new laws, and foliciting the 
execution of old opes. He attempted to renew the 
Agrarian law. Thi^, law commanded that' no citizen 
Hiould poflefs more lands than he could cultivate 'him- 
self, and that he {hould be obliged to give the furplus 
to thofe of his fellow citizens, whofe patrimony was 
Icfs confiderablc than his own. Jt was excellent in its 
principles for a rifing Republic ; but it became no long- 
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er|of ufe Mrhen Rome iud conquered fo manykirj 

domty and had carried her vt&orious arma into ^ 

^middle of Afi'a, and efpectally to the coadsof Afric 

Yet the people, who con fider lefsthe di£cultyof 
ftroytng certain abufes^ than the advantages wb 
would ariie from a reform of them, approved of, 
propofiitoa of Graukua^ who beca&ie immediately t] 
idol. The rich and great reprefented to him in j 
the embarrailmetits be was going to throw them \\ 
he reje£led their repreCentations and followed his 
pofe ; and upon being alked, if he meant to take | 
thofe who appeared to be too rich, the lands they; 
fclTed without making thtm an equivalent, he dec{ 
that they were to be paid for them out of the p 
treafurr, and this treafure was founded upon 
own wealth. Another tribune oppofed the palT^ 
this law; but Gracchus carried things with fo \\ 
hand, that he had much difHcuhy in faving hi 
league from the hands of the multitude, who i 
have torn him to pieces, Gracchus was named 1 
vir with his father in law and brother,, in order 
blige ail the rich citizens to give their land's to tb 
ones. It may cafily be conceived what difor^ 
execution of this plan wpuld have occafioned, 
by good fortune, Altalus king of Pergamus dl^ 
made the Roman people heirs to this kingdom a 
menfe treafures, 

Gracchus claimed immediately,, in the name 
Roman people, this fucceOion ; he pretended tl 
money ought to be didributed among the new p< 
of land<, to enable them fo cultivate thetn ;. a 
the kingdom of Pergamus ought to be governed 
nahie and for the advantage of the Romans, 
the Senate's taking the leaft part therein. 1 
propofition, put the Senators out of all patience 
(aw it was abfolutely neceffary to get rid of C 
without which, he would deflroy the ariftocrj 
by the aid of the people and the democracy, 
come mafter of Rome. The deftru^lion of 
Gracchus^ was therefore determined, and he "wj 
death in a very fingular manner; the Senate ii 
was his executioner. The Senators fet out I 
capitoI, and croiEng the city, went to the afTi 
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the people, followed by their clients armed, having 
themfelves cuirafFes, and fwords under their robes. 
The people were at that time giving their fufFrages for 
the continuation of Gracchus in the office of tribune, 
or rather they were to give them ; and although almoft 
all the plebeians wiftied it, the aoife was (o great, it 
was impodible to hear or take the voices regularly* 
The Senators appeared ; the people much -adonilhed, 
opened a palFage and let them approach the tribupal 
where Gracchus was; he would fain have made his ef- 
cape ; but a man of the name of Satureius gave the 
fignal by ftriking the lirft blow, and the tribune was 
foon overwhelmed by numbers* As foon as this was 
over, the Senate arrefted ' an hundred of the principal 
friends of Tiberius, and declared a greater number, who 
had retired and hid themfelves, baniihed.from Rome. 
The people overcome by fear, dared not ^ to .|;at her up 
the remains of their broken idol. The^brother and 
family of Gracchus could not .obtain permiiTion to ren« 
der him fepiilchral honours, and his body was 'thrown 
into the Tiber. 

Caius Gracchus^ the younger brother of Tiberius, was 
at this time, engaged ip the war a^ainft the Numidians, 
in the fuite of his uncle Scipio.— Who would not have 
thought that the example of his eider brother would 
have ferved him as a leflbn, and have prevented him 
from a£ling the odious and frequently ufelefs part of 
reformer of the Slate : It happened the contrary. Af- 
ter the misfortune of his brother, he remained fomc 
time in fecret, employed hirafelf in adorning his mind, 
and learning eloquence, in which hefucceeded fo well, 
that on his return to Rome, and Tiberius being almofl 
forgotten, he made a great figure at the bar ; maintained 
with great ability (bme very intereftin^ caufes, which 
he gained with general apj/laufe. He was fent quedor 
into Africa, where he rendered important ferviccs to 
his General: -For he not only managed the military 
chcfl: with judgment and economy, but the Roman 
troops in that country, being in want of many conveni- 
enciesof life, which they could not procure of them- 
felves, hcprevailed upon Micipfa, king of Numidia,' 
whom he had made his- friend, to procure them every 
thing they could dcfi re. He returned to Rome after 
D2 
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three years queftorfliip ; aad it urat in vain that his en ^ 
emics drove to cavil with him about htftiKlmiaillration { 
the general with of the troops fupported him. He then 
conceived ^he dangerous ambition of becomixig tribune, 
as his brother had been. At the name of Gracckus th( 
people called to mind Tiberius, and in fpite of all i\\< 
oppofition and intrigues of the Senate, Caius Gracchui 
was elefbed. I 

He contented himfelf for fome time with haranguxnj 
gracefully and with elegance; he delighted the R<3 
mans, and alarmed the great, who were not deceived ii 
thinking that he would foon make a dorm break ove 
their heads. The Senate having decided two impo] 
t^nt caufes contrary to his advice, he complained of j 
loudly, and formed a company of three hundred R< 
man knights, which company was called the Counts 
Senate ; becaufe it took upon itfelf to eritictfe and ri 
form, under the authority of the people^ the judgmen I 
given by the three hundred Senators ; and to protel 
thofe people, who appeared to be unjuflly oppreflei 
This eRabliihmcnt made the Senate tremble, and ni 
without reafoh, as it gained Caius the greateft popula 
ity, which urged him to form feveral other czeellei 
eilablilhments, fuch as public granaries, bridges SLt 
ilreetf , till he became the idol of the people : 'T\ 
Senate confidered the beft way Jo check his defign 
was to oppofe to him another tribune, who appear i 
to be flill more zealous than himfelf s his name w 
Drufus : But Gracchus unmafked him, and in order 
furpafs him entirely, brought f(»-ward the proje&of tl 
Agrarian law, which had been fo fatsl to his broths 
Scipio, the fecond Africanus, although coufrn to Gn 
chusy was at th«t time his moft cruel adveriary,: He c 
joyed all the cohitderation and efteera which the I 
nour of putting a final period to the exiftenoe of C^ 
thage, could give to a Roman citiaem GtmcAus, wil 
out being alarmed at this great renown, made head 
gaind him, with as much ability as audacity, aided 
Fulvius Flaccus^ whom the prote£li<m of Gracchus h 
raifed to the confuKhip. 

Whild thefe things were paiEng, Setpio was fou; 
dead in his bed ; this iudden death caufed lufpicicms 
fall upon Gracckus and his friends, and perhaps the 1 
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bune did not take pains enough to defiroy them ; thinking 
that he had no mite rivals Co formidable as Scipio had 
been, his audacity encreafed ; and the fenate found that 
this fecoad tyrant, was not lefs dangerous than his broth-^ 
er,and that it was full as neceiTary to cut off the head of 
the fecond hydra^ as it had been that of the firft. In a 
great aflembly of the Roman people, Caius Gracchus . 
made a proportion to deflroy the elevated benches for 
the conlular perfonages and principal fenators ; the 
Senate fet immediately a price upon his head, and the 
people defended hrm no more than they had donfe Ti- 
berius. Gracchus made proprolitions of peace ; he was 
attended to for the fole purpofe of gaining time enough 
to judge how far he would be fupported. As foon as 
it was known that he would be entirely forfaken by his 
friends^ he was purfued, and the laft of the Graced/, 
bein^ without rcfourcc, rcfolved upon putting himfclf 
to death. Tke Roman people mourned the lois of their 
hero, without ftriving to avenge his fate. Two ftatue$ 
were ere6ted to the memory of the brothers ;— even 
temples were confecrated to them, and the fenate fuf- 
fered, with a malicious fmile, thefe vain honours to be 
paid to their memories* The people are frequently 
ungrateful to thofe who endeavour to liberate them from 
ilavery, as they generally fufped that their pretended 
deliverers a£lasmuch from motives of private intereft, 
as for chat of the public ;<— they are often right : £ven 
the Gracchi were not free from this fufplcion : How- 
ever, another of lefs confequence, may be formed a* 
gainft them, which is that of rafhnefs^ imprudence and 
incooCideratenclt, It feems to me, that they abufed 
their good fenfe, zeal and abilities: Suppofing even 
that they were fincere, they were feverely puniflied 
for it; Yet thefe examples have not prevented them 
from having about feventeen hundred years after their 
deaths, fome imitators : Such were in the fixteenlh 
century, the Cewr* Jftan Louis de Fie/que^ ^ Genoefe^ 
and in ^e {eVeDieenth, Cardinaldt Retz* 
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ESSAY XVII; 



CHARACTER OF COUNT DE FIESOyE, CAR 
DERETZ. 



J 



_ EAN LOUrS DE FIESQUE, Count dc L 
of one of the mofl iHufirious houfes of Genoa, i 
pcfted on account of his birth, riches, the gi 
his perfon, and the agreeablenefs of his wit ; an 
no more than twcntytwo years of age, was im| 
enough to flrive to imitate the Gracchi, and j 
his career as unhappily as they had done. The 
of the revolution which he attempted to brin 
Genoa, and to which he fell a vi£iiin, was^ wri 
Italian, in 1629, by Auguftin Mafcardi, in the i 
of that of Catiline, by SUiufli-r-Mafcardi intr 
into hishiftor>', in imitation of Salluft, haranj 
difcourfes, which were fuppofed to be deliv< 
the confpirators, deliberating with their chiei 
the fuccefc of the cohfpiracy they had formed^ 
Cardinal de Retz, whilil he was yet very youngs 
this hiftory in Italian fo interefting, that he trai 
and embellilhed it ; and applied himfelf with \ 
duity, which proves he was highly pleafed wi 
charafter of the hero, and that he would gladi) 
taken him for a model t The Cardinal feems to acl 
ledge this, 'by folne paflages in his Mcftioirs. 
what could he find to flatter himfelf with in tTiis 
blance ? and to what end did he thinlcto arri 
pretending to imitate the Count de Fiefqutf This i 
be difficult to-difcover, if it were not known thai 
is no reafoning with the pafiions, and that brilli^ 
tions arc, for the niofl part, rather the cfFeft of 
lence of charafter, than tht confequcnce of any p 
formed with refls^lion. 
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The confpiracy of Fif/que wa^ briefly* as follows: 
Andre Doria after having been a long time attached to 
the fervice of Francis the Firft^ beeame diffiitisfied 
with this monarch, his minifters and favourites ; an«l 
abandoned the French party, as much perhaps to vex 
the Court which he had betrayed, as from a true pa- 
triotic zeaU He had reftored to the City of Oenoa its 
ancient liberty ; and eftablifhed there an ariftocratical 
government^ of which he was the real chief. 

Andn Doria, old and refpcftable by his viftorics, 
was not perfonally expofed to the jealoufy of has ^1^ 
low citizens ; but he had a nephew whom he looked 
upon as his adopted fon, called Jannetin Dorioy who 
was young, lively and haughty : It was on him fell 
the hatred of thofe who thought that la a Republic 
there ought to be a kind of equality among all the 
Members of the ariHocratic party. The Cvmit de Fief* 
(juefaeld out this principle when talking to his friends:; 
he excited them to revolt ; though in public he (hew-- 
cd the highefl efteem for Jannetin Doria^ w-hofe fitter 
had iateiv been married to the brother in Uw of the 
CoutU de Fiefquu 

At a moment when it was lea ft expe^ed, Fie/que •ooti" 
vokedan alTembly of friends^ at his own houfe,. and 
difcovered to i\i^m a plan of revxjlt, ia wWch there 
was more audacity than wifdomi He had found means 
to (jurchafe four t<Sw hoats, which were in the port of 
Genoa, and which he had armeid, as he pretended, for 
a cruife again ft the Mahometan pirates*. He had ^iti^ 
ed over fome foldiers of the garrifon, and going out at 
midnight with the confpirators, he attempted to fut^ 
priae the palace of the Republic ; but he did not fuc- 
cecd : From whence wi(hing to gain the port, and to 
go on board one of his row boats ; he had no fooner 
fet his foot upon a plank than it turned under him : 
He fell into the mud, and the weight of hi^ arms bear- 
ing him down he was fuffotated. His parlifans knew 
nothing o£ his death for ibme hours afterwards, and 
the revolt continued the remainder of the night : The 
gates of the city were (hut, and Jannetin Doria was 
maiTacred in attempting to defend them. 

Old Doria was gone from Genoa, and the Senate 
was ready to capitulate with Fiefquty when it was per- 
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ceived that thiJ chief of the revolt did not extft. H 'r 
name, which during a whole night, and piirt of thJ 
following day, had ferved as a word of rallying to th 4 
partifan^s of liberty or of a new flavcry, was profcribec 
the day following. Old Andre Doria returned to pu 1 
the lail fcal to the condemnation of his cn«my. K ^ 
made one of his relations, Jerome dc Fiefque, fuffcj 
the greateft torments, and bannilhed the others, to thci 
fifth generation, from the States of the Republic. Tht^ 
chief farranch came to eflabiiOiMrfelf in France, and td 
form there a conftderable houfe : • The laft of the Fr^ 
efques died unmarried in 1708, There were in the 
thirteenth century two Popes of that family, and after- 
wards a great number of Cardinals. The younger 
branches returned to Genoa, wher; they exiCled not 
long ago. ! 

Jean Francois Paul dc Goudi, wrote, ^tfevcn teen years 
of age, the hiftory of the Count de Fieffui but he did not 
fo foon find means to fh^w his talent, or rather his 
turn for intrigue ; for it was not before he was twenty 
eight years of age, that he was named Coadjutor of the 
Archbifliopric of Paris, poffcffed by Jean Francois de 
Goudi, his uncle Lewis XIV, afcended the throne the 
fame year, and the troubles of the Fronde did not be- 
gin till five years afterwards, in 1648. The Coadju- 
tor fignalifed himfelf till the year i6^«» when he was 
arrefted and put into prifon ; firft at Vinccnnes, after- 
wards in the Citadel of Nantes, whence he made his 
efcape in 1655. He wandered for fometime in differ- 
ent parts of Europe, and having made his peace with 
the Couit, in 1661, ^Te refigned the Archbifhopric of 
Paris, and kept nothirfg but the Abbey of Saint Denis; 
'he lived afterwards in a very becoming manner, having 
recovered from thofe errors into which the examples 
of the Gracchi, Catiline and the C&unt de Fiefque had 
thrown him. Yet he was plcafed in his old age, with 
the remembrance of the ftir he had made in his youth. 
Having a good memory, he related with fatisfaftion 
the particulars of his tribulent and agitated life ; he 
has even written them, and his work is well kownun- 
• der. the name of Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz* 1 
may fay it is a family work, becaufe my near relations 
have prcfervcd the manufcript, from which it was 
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printed in the year 171.7. I dare moreover affure the 
reader, that if this manufcript had been loft, I Ihould 
have found it in good prefcrvation in the convcrfation 
cf my uncle, .M. de Caumartio, l^ifhop of Blois ; thia 
prelate, from whofe converfation I learned the ilile of 
ihe wits in the time of Louis XIV, had been brought 
up, if I may be allowed the expreflion, in the lap of 
\hc Cardinal de Retz^ who had pcrmiffion given him, a 
iliort time before his death, to refign ih his favour the 
Abbey of Buzay, which the Cardinal himfelf ha4 been 
inveftcd with, when he was very, young. My uncle 
kept it till his death. My maternal grandfather, (fa« 
'her of the bifhop) was the intimate friend of the Car* 
liinal ; my grandmother, who liv<ed to a great age, had 
^nown him particularly ; thcrfore 1 have on all iide$ 
excellent traditions about this famous perfonage, and 
I can take upon me 10 fay, that he was really a turbu* 
ent man ; a man of intrigue, without motive or obje£l, 
making a noife for the fake of doing fo ; and that he 
was very awkward in the .choice of his means, al- 
though he had in other refpe£ts fome excellent quali- 
li^s. Such men are difagreeable to meet with, and 
(^^ngerousto follow, when they meddle with public. 
• iFairs ; but when they are quite retired from them, 
:hcy areibmetimes delightful in converfation. 

1 mean to give fome touches of the chara£ler of the 
L^irdinal dc Retz^ and of his adventures, more from my 
wn private knowledge and re£e6lions, than from 
what is already publifhed. 

The Cardinal de Retz, had for his preceptor Mm 
^'mctt who has fince been beatified, and will, without 
(. >ubr, foon be cannonifed, under the name of &aint 
'•^nccTit of Paul, — If it were true, that thofe who are 
c'largcd with the education of young people, have an 
:.']/] Lzence upon their chara6ler and conduft in the 
World, the Cardinal de Retz ought to have been the 
-o (I mild, charitable and pious of all prelates ; but, 
t.' her he did not profit by the lefTons of his blefled 
preceptor, or did not^hearken to him^ His father and 
.::ot her, on the contrary, loved M. Vincent to ador- 
ation ; and it is perhaps fof this reafon that their fon 
v.'iought little about him. It happens but too fre- 
; .ciitly, that children take a pride in £6ling contrary 
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to what they have feen praClifcd by their fat he 
ZBOthers. 

Madam de Goudi had a part in diW the cha riti 
tablifhments which xnuft immortalize M. Vi 
The Foundling Hofpital, the Grey Sifters, ai 
Miffionarie$ of Saint Lazarus, How happy mtoi 
have been to have become the mother of a refp^ 
and an edefying prelate ; but her fon did not afFd 
this^fati5fa£lion; although he was promoted to tJ 
dignities of the church. 

Her hufband, father of the Cardinal de Retz^ afte 
ing been General of the Gallies, became a widows 
tered the congregation of Oratorians, and was a 
ted a father of that order. He was buried in the cl 
of the feminary Saint Magloire, in 1662. 

The fon ought to have begun where the father 
ed ; but he took quite another route :— -Althou^ 
was, at thirteen years of age, a Canon of Notre L 
and incumbent of two abbeys, he (hewed, on le^ 
college, inclinations quite oppofite to thofe whicj 
profeffion he was denined to required ; and it mi 
laid, that he did every thing in his power to loii 
Archbifhopric of Paris, which was to him aim 
fure heritage, having been held by his grand and 
proximate uncles. Before he arrived at the as 
feventeen years he had fought three duels, and | 
concerned in two affairs of gallantary which had ri 
fome noife.~Neverthelefs his family was detcrmi 
to make him the coadjutor of kis uncle, and he 
obliged, notwithftanding his condu^ and inclinatij 
to remain in the church, and make, whether he v/q 
or not, a giteat fortune therein. 

The young Abde de Reiz intrigued at Court — and 
gainftwhom? Againft the Cardinal de Richelieu 
And for why ? This is whaft he would have had mi 
difficulty in explaining, fo^r it could bene fort of 1 
to bim. It was at this time that he tranflated the r\ 
tory of the con fpi racy of Fifque; he fhewed his wo 
to the, Abbe de Boifrobcrr, and accompanied it u 
doubtedly with fome reile£lions, which gave this gn 
wit, devoted to the Cardinal de Richelieu, to und< 
fland, that the Abbe de Retz was well enough. difpoll 
to become f adious and a confpiratcn Soifrobert tc 
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this to the firll Minlfler, who faid publicly, that he 
faw plain enough the little Abl?c would fome day be- 
come a dangerous being. This alarmed M. de Gou- 
di, his father ; but the Ton was on.the contrary de- 
lighted with it : He found himfelf highly flattered^ 
by being treated at his age, as a man dangerous to the 
firfl Minifter, ^ho made France and all Europe trem- 
ble. To fupport this fine charafter, which he pre- 
tended already to aft, he difputed the firft place of Li- 
centi<|te in the Sorbonne, with the Abbe de la Mothe 
Houdancourt, (related to the Cardinal and prote£ted 
by him) and obtained it. Richelieu, Provileur and 
Reflaurateur of the Sobornne, was equally aftoniflicd. 
and amazed ; he threatened the doctors who had vot- 
ed again il his relation ; they all went IrembliDg to the 
Abbcdc Reiz to inform him of it, Who anTwered them 
generoufly, though haughtily^ that rather than be the 
caufe of difputes between the gentlemen oJF the. Sor- 
bonne and their nro^cftor, hc.VouId refign the place, . 
and be contented with having merited it. 

So haughty a conduft alarmed the family of Goudf. 
The Abbe w.asTe'nt into Italy: He diftinguifhed him- 
felf at Venice* by his gallantries, . at Rome by his un- 
couth behaviour, andfopn ret^rned to faris, to fupport 
again the dangerous and ufelcfs part of enemy and ri- 
val of the Cardinal de Richelieu. Sometimes he at;- 
tachedhimfelfto";wome.n who were difplcafing to the 
Cardinal, at other times, he paid his addrciles to his 
miftrelTes, and even, took them from him 2 At length 
lie entered into confpiracy, which had nothing Icf^ U\ ' 
view than the adamnatipn of Richelieu. It appears 
that this projc6t did not at all frighten the young Abbe^ 
be thought himfelf a little Fkfquei He was. about the 
fame age, twenty two years old, which was the age of 
his model >vhen be was killed; but fortunately the 
confpiracies of the French Abbe did not break out fo 
fuddcnly as thofe of the Genoefe . Count ; he had the 
bappinefs of feeing alibis proje£lbs mifcarry one after 
the other, without any accident or danger to his per- 
fon. After this, he was given to undcrftand, that he 
could do nothing more unprofitable tha^n to, unite him- 
felf to turbulent men, with whom he could, gain jioth- . 
ing, but might, on the contrary^ ruin his fortune, lie 
St 
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found that it was necelTaty to change hii manner oT 
proceeding ; he aflbciated with devoteei, without be- 
coming one himfelf ; and with eccledaflics who were 
reputed holy, before he led an exemplary life: He 
undertook to bring about extraordinary converAons, be- 
fdre he was htmfeif converted ; and he found the mof^ 
efteemed clergy, and thofe who held the fird rank in 
the church, very favourably difpofed to receive hitrt 
as a prodigal Ton, without waiting till he returned fronn 
his errors. 

The good M.' Vincent himfelf took pleafure in be* 
lieving, that the inftruftions which he had formerly 
given him, were not feeds fown on bad ground ; the 
devotees thought it an honour to reckon him of their 
number, and without putting him to fevere proofs, they 
took him to the coaajutory of the Archbi(hopric of 
Paris. It was neceffary to begin bv reconciling him to 
the cardinal! this was brought about: It was men- 
tioned in his favour, and as an aft of converfation on 
his part, that he did not enter into the confpiracy of 
Cinq Mars* Nothing more was necefl'ary to prove 
that he had renounced all intrigue ; but it appeared by 
what followed that he was not yet cured of it. 

Every difpofition was made to procure him the Co- 
adjutorfhip of Paris, when the Cardinal de Richelieu 
died. Lewis XIII, died Too n after: Had he lived, 
he would probably have finifhed the affair. This hon* 
our was rcferved for the Queen, Anne of Auftria, 
who began her regency by giving her confidence to 
people of the greateft incapacity : They made her 
commit another fault, by prevailing upon Tier to infure 
the ArchbiHiopric of Paris to a perfon as turbulent and 
danjajerous as the future Cardinal de Retz, 

Mazarine, who foon found means to difplace ihefe 
firft favourites of the Regent, would not perhaps have 
been guilty of this fault; but after all the Cardinal de 
Rett made him more afraid than he did him harm : 
The policy of thefe two perfonages was of a very dif- 
ferent nature ; they had, perhaps, both of them bad 
hearts : They were neither of them refpeftable on ac- 
count of their virtue and honour 2 but Mazarine had 
his views and purfued them, his head never failed him ; 
if he was not very brave, he wa^ ncirher rafh nor in- 
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conGderate : If he was not a great man, he was an 
able and dexterous one. The Cardinal de Rctz was 
neither ; for a man is not great, when he has not great 
views ; and what ufe are talents and addrefs, when a 
man has no determined obje£b to purfue. 

The Abbe de Rclz^ being Coadjutor of Paris, retired 
to Saint Lazarus, near his old mafter, M. Vincent. It 
may be conceived that the good old man gave him the 
beft advice he was capable of; He feigned to pro- 
fit hy it, but this was on his part mere policy. He ac«^ 
knowledges in his Memoirs, that he employed the 
hours deftined to meditation, in.refle6lion, not upon the 
manner of living like a good Bifkop, but upon that of 
taking advantage of his chara£ler and place, and of do- 
ing evil methodically. I have known many turbulent 
men like him, who, when they had time on their'hands, 
formed plans of condu£l deteflable in their objed, but 
excellently combined, and very Hkcly to fucceed, if 
they had been followed. The Coadjutor appeared for 
fome time to a6l agreeable to his plan : He preached 
in Paris, and put into his fermons, (as my uncle aUme ft 
mc) both lenle and eruditiotS, according to the tafte of 
the age, and even an appearance of piety, which he 

The people of Paris were delighted to fee their Arch- 
bifliop in the pulpit: He afFe£led to perform other 
religious duties, in difcharging the epifcopal fun&ions 
of his uncle in his abfence. - ■ 

Having thus prepared the way, the coadjutor waited 
only for an opportunity to break out, and to reap forae 
advantage from the prudence he had obferved in his 
condu3, and which he was incapable of continuing 
for a long time ; but great opportunities did not offer 
for the fpace of four or five years : And in the mean 
time he bad fome difputes about his rank, in quality of 
Diocefan of Paris : He maintained them with audac- 
ity, and proved to the Cardinal Mazarine that he was 
not a contemptible enemy. On the other hand, it would 
have coil too much to have gained him over, for it ap- 
peared that his pretenfions were nothing lefs than to 
fill the place of the Cardinal. * ^ / 

In the m^an time, the great indifcretions committed 
by the Queen, en£amed the miads of the Parifiam ; 
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It was then that the Coadjutor played his great gam^ 
He gained the people fecretly, py charities to the poo 
without explaining what he wanted with them. Soir< 
times, he went to the Queen, to inform her Majefty 
the bad difpo(ition of the people ; at other times ] 

. told the Parliament of thofe of the Queen and ii 
Min tiler. The Coadjutor manoeuvred in this mani^ 
till the famous day of the barricades, when he Ihook 
all difguife. There is nothing more curious than I 

* details contained in his Memoirs, upon the commer^ 
ment of the war of Paris, and its confcqueni 
The weaknefs of the Queen and of thofe who wei< 
bout her ; the artful, but illiberal manner of tre?J 
the Cardinal ; the ridicule and folly of fevcral M 

' bers of Parliament, and the inconfiderate turbul^ 
of the people of Paris, are therein defcribed ii) 
mofl lively and true colours. 

The Coadjutor' ufed but little diflimulation, in 
mifchievous and fooli(h part he a£^ed in that a! 
which continued during the years i64SSdnd 1649. 
tcr a trifling interruption, it began again in 16^0, 
Inficd ti!! ih^ vear 1651 i find he there appear 
it more turbulent, rafti'and inconfiderate, than 
The defcription of the ftrange fcenc which pafii 

the gi^at hall of the palace, wherche Was to aiTai 
the prince, or be aflaflinated by him, would app^ 
us apocryphal) if it had not been public, and trai 
ted to poflerity by people x>f all ranks, who \^ei 
nefies bf what paiTed ; but it will always appear ! 
ceivable that the principal a3:or fhould relate it 
frankneis and naiueU^ of which we have no exan 

The Coadjutor obtained, in 1652, the Hat, 
conftituted the whole glory of his life ; but be 
have obtained it much fooner if his condu& ba< 
different from what it was. He is not the on 
in the world who has taken every imaginable p; 
deftroy a fortune which appeared certain, and 
der problemati(;;al the beft founded hoper. I f 
not lofe the Hat, which could not well efcapi 
every ftep he took from th^ moment he had. it, 
to make him lofe the efteem and condderation 

Sublic ; and to deprive him of that repofe w i 
id not enjoy again till ten years after^i^ards, 
mod filent retreat, and profound inaftion« 
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I obferved at the beginning of this article, that 
Meflieurs Caumartins, my relations, had had fome part 
in the publication of the Memoirs of the Cardinal de 
Reizj It confilled in their entrufting to Come iadifcre«t 
perfons, a copy of thefe Memoirs, which had been 
found in the Convent of Comm^rcy, in Lorraine, 
where the Cardinal had palTed fome years, and of which 
he was Seigneur ; not that it depended upon any of 
his benefices, but becaufe it was a part of the inheri- 
tance of his mother, Marguerite de Silly de la Roche* 
pot. — The good women who where in pofleHion of 
thefe Memoirs, did not know either the merits or de- 
merits of them ; I believe they were even ignorant of 
the lady to whom they were addrelTed : 1 know no 
more of her than they did ; but it is certain that it was 
in the beginning of the regency of the Duke of Orleans, 
in 1717, that the fir (I furtive edition of thefe Me- 
moirs appeared. The Regent afked my father, who was 
flill Lieutenant of the Police, what.efFe6l he though! 
the book might produce : '' None that ought to 
make your Grace uneafy,'' anfwered M« d'Argenfon ; 
'* the manner in which the Cardinal de Retz' fpeaks of 
himfelf — the frapk difcovery of his chara6ler— -avow- 
al of his faults, and the information he gives of the 
ill fucccfs of which his imprudence was the catife, will 
encourage no one to imitate him : On the contra- 
ry, his misfortunes are a lelTon to the ralh and turbu- 
lent. It cannot be conceived why this man has left 
his confefEon in writing ? If it has been printed with 
the hope of procuring him the abfolution of the pub- 
lic, this will certainly be rcfufed him."— My 'father 
might be right in his judgment, of the efFe^ which 
thefe Memoris ought to have produced, yet they 
had quite' a contrary one. 

The appearance of iincerity which runs through this 
work, feduced and delighted men's minds. — Although 
the ftile be neither pure nor brilliant, it was read with 
pleafure and avidity ; and what is dill more, there 
were people who were fo enraptured with the chara^er 
of the Cardinal de Retz, that they thought ferioufly of 
imitating him ; and as the Cardinal had not been dif« 
gufted with the charad^ers of the Gracchi, of Cataline, 
and the Count de Fier(][ue} nor with the unhappy fate 
E 2 
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which befell them ; fo his difgraces did not difcouragel 
thofe who were inclined to take him for a model, al- 
though they had not perhaps his fpirit of intrigue. 
Oovcrnment pcrceivea this in the year 1718, and the 
Regent fpoke of it again to my father, who was become 
Keeper of the Seals ; a new remedy was fought for the 
bad efFefi:s which the Memoirs had produced. It wa: 
'propofcd to print the Memoirs of Joly, who had beer, 
his- Secretary \ they were alfo in the library of M. d< 
Caumartin who made fome difficulty in giving them up 
The Cardinal is treated more feverely in them than ii 
his own ; but the Regent was determined to ruin intire 
iy the reputation of the Cardinal de Retz, to make know 
hfs real chara6ler, and to difguft thofe Ivho were di 
pofed to imitate him. The Memoirs of Joly did n< 
produce this efFe6l; being written in a manner le 
pleafing than thofe of the Cardinal, they brought^ 
^ odium npon the author : He was looked upon as i 
ungrateful and fahhlefs fervant, who injured the re 
utation of him who had for a confiderable time giv* 
him bread: The f ranfcncfs of the Cardinal had, c 
the contrary, interefted people in his behalf; ai 
notwithftanding every thing that was done, men 
turbulent diPpofitions continued to love hiro, and 
imitate his conduft at the rifque of every thing tl 
could befall them ; and no perfon 6ver declared hi 
felf in favour of M. Joly. 
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HEKRY OF LORRATNE^s CHARACTER, AND j 
TfiMPT ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF NAPLES 



Mi 



LUCH about the time when the Cardinal de 1 
wastufclcfsly employed in intrigues, a corifidcrable 
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fonage of the family of Lorraine, undertook to fupport 
the revolt of a country to which his aticeftors had real- 
ly had fome pretentions: But titled are not fuflScicnt 
to pretend to grfejit poffeflidns; force, abilities, and 
fortunate events, are necedary to recover and preferVA 
them. 

Henry of Lorraint^ Duke of Gui/e, grandfon to Henry 
the Firft, who wa» alTaflinated at Blois, in 1588, full of 
vivacity, enterprifing but unfteady, being at Rome in 
1649, heard of the Neapolitan revolt, and thought 
himfelf deftittcd to take advantage of it : He remember- 
ed the part Hiar anceftors had a£led in France, under the 
reigns of Francis I, Henry II, and thofe of the chil- 
dren of the laft. He imagined it would be ftill more 
cafy for him to fucceed in a IcfTer theatre : With this 
idea he refolved to put himfelf at the head of the Nea- 
politans, and eafily obtained the honour ofbcing their 
commander. Until he could give them fuccours of men 
and money, he could not hope for the fupport of any 
power except that of France, and it was rather on ac-^ 
count of the hatred (he bore the Spaniards, and a wifti 
to encreafe their difficulties, than with the idea of 
making hiih a powerful fovereigrt, that (he Would proteft 
him.— -Government was tiGt ferry to keep at a «1 1 ftance the 
man who bore the great name of Guife, which fixty 
years before had (hook the crown upon the head of the 
weak Henry III, but it was thought advifable not to 
buy this abfeiice too dean 

The Duke of Guife was endowed with all the gifts 
of nature V Ifall and ere€t, hh features regular, his phy- 
fiogdothy happy and graceful ; there was a noblenefs 
in his countenaiKre, manner and converfation, which 
captivated the heart : His mind was adorned, if not by 
means of ferioiiS ftudies, at lead by a great deal of read- 
ing I he fpoke fcveral languages in their greatefl purity, 
erpeciaily the French and Italian : He was brave even 
to intrepidifyand temerity— -knew enough of the an of 
war, bkhough h6 had not been command<er in chief--* 
and of politics, although he had hevSr b^en chdrged 
with fthy itnportant or difficult negoeiation. He feem- 
cd bom to have what was faid of his grandfather and 
greatgrandfather, applied to him : ** That in a num- 
erous court where the princes of Guife appeared, th« 
fed of the nobility Teemed in comparifon to be nothing 
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more than common people." But otherwife j 

had defers, yfhich «re but too common to thq 

of hi« birth and rank : He thought himrdf fo dedir 

to great affairs, that he undertook them i^confidera 

ly, and fupported them with -more haughtinefs th 

care and attention : He perceived when it was \ 

late, the faults he had committed, but be would nei 

avow them, and drove rather to hide or defend, tli 

repair them. Until he was thirty two years of a| 

the time he went to Naple;:, love had been the misf 

tune of his life. His father, who had retired into ^ 

cany to avoid the perfections of the Cardinal 

Richelieu, (who took C2ire not to fufFer in Franc 

man, whom it had been propofed in the States G^ 

ral of the League, to make a King) had made him 

nounce the Archbifliopricof Rheims, to marry in li 

Si princefs of Gonzague ; from whom he feparated 

years afterwards, to marry at BrufTels the Countel 

fioiTat, widow of a Seigneur of the houfe of Hen 

On his return to France in 1643, after the deal 

Lewis Xni, he became violently in love with M 

moifelle de Pons, who, joined to the advantages oj 

mod illuftrious birth, had every charm which can 

der a female agreeable.— Knowing that he could 

tempt her otherwife than by the offer of hit hand 

Irrilliant fortune, he undertook to make at Rom 

fecond marriage void, as he had done the firii ; b 

found in this fome very great difficulties : He br^ 

hi9 caufe before the Rota, the firll tribunal of the 

ital of the Chriflian World, at the time the rev 

Naples began, in 1646, under the governnoent, or 

er the tyranny of the Duke of Arcos» This 

roy had iiiapofed burthenfome taxes upon the at 

of confumption; the populace undertook to g 

impofts taken off, and had at firft for its leader \ 

of the loweft extra£lion, his name Thomas Ai 

As vile a chief as he was, he foon became too co 

rable to be defpifed : After fpeaking in a Ha 

tone without being attended to, he forced the pa] 

of the Viceroy, pillaged it, feized him by the \ 

che, and the Duke of Arcos thought jvimf^^f haj 

retiring to the Caftle of Saint £lme. — It ^as 

necelTary that Spaniili haughtinefs ihould have r^ 
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to all the artifices of Italian policy. The Viceroy 
employed the Archbifhop and fome Seigneurs of th^ 
country, whofe names were dear to thjs Neapolitans ; 
but the people perceived that fome of ihefc betrayed 
them, and that others a6led with duplicity. They per- 
fifled in their revolt, which became more and more 
dangerous, on account of their being more animated 
and miftruftful. They declared Mas or Thomas Ani* 
ello their chiefs and this man was for fifteen days in 
the month of July 1647, abfolute mailer in Naples : 
Nothing could be more ridiculous than this kind of 
royalty ; the exterior appearance of the monarch, and 
that of the court, exhibited the mod ridiculous farce ; 
but thofe who faw it playing too near, mud have trem- 
bled, of whatever deicription pr party they might be, 
if they had any thing to lofe. The Viceroy was 
wholly intent upon dcftroying Mas Aniello : He en- 
deavoured to get him airaflinated, in which he could 
not at fird fucceed : It is thought that he contrived 
to give him a potion which had an cfFeft upon hi^ 
brain ; perhaps the greatnefs of the enterprife and the 
uncertainty of fuccefs had this cff eft. However thU 

may oe, ivias Anieuo, aiici x,^ «, e>»cat toiiies, 

was maflacred by his own fervants : The people were 
" n 1 .. . ..J »,;« body with 
delighted with it me nnz aay, ircwicu *»*• •_ ^ 
indignity, and f<k>n after regretted his lofs. 

The Viceroy feeing the rebels without a comman* 
der, thought he could undertake any thing; he was 
guilty of new indifcrctions, and the people perceived 
themfelves in want of another chief : They appoint* 
ed one whom they took from a quite different clafSf 
this was the Prince of MafTa, of the houfe of Toralte. 
He had fignalizcd himfelf in war ; but the Court of Ma- 
drid being jealous of his reputation and abilities, had 
obliged him to live in his own country as a fimplc in* 
dvidi4^1 : He was now old and much afflifted with 
the gouf. Afr it was known that he was greatly difpleaf* 
cd with the Spaniards, the people called ©ut loudly 
for him to become their general — he accepted this deli* 
cate commiflion ; but he foon perceived that he could 
not well command thofe who did not know how to 
obey. He obtained twice for the people conditiona 
reafonable enough ; in order that he might have noth- 
ing morp to do than to ta^c luch mcafurQS as were 
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neceflfary to oblige the Viceroy to fulfil them 
But the people negle£led the means of making themi 
felves refpefted. The Prince of MalTa ftood his grounc 
for three months, notwithftandine all the difagreeabl^ 
circumftances atiached to his utuation ; he wifhecj 
that the people and the nobility fhould be uniieci 
^gainft the Spaniards their common enemies ; but oni 
the contrary, thefe two clafles equally difcontentcd. 
fufpefbed each other : Finally, he thought that the bed 
thing he could do would be to difengage himfelf from 
a burthen which lay heavy upon him, and to place 
it upon the fhoulders of a (Iranger who had neither 
relations nor friends in the city ; and who could not 
be fufpe^ed by the populace which had mutinied. 

Things were in this fituation when it was learnt 
that the Duke of Guifcy who was at Rome, had views 
upon Naples. He appeared to be the moll fit man to 
command a revolt, not as a fovereign, but as the pro- 
te£lor of a rifing republic. The Duke accepted the I 
command upon this footing, and took for his model 
the Court of Naflau, who, in defending the rifing re- 
public of the United Provinces. brou<'ht thing's toTucj. 
a pafs as to eitablilh and maintain it." 

Whilfl he was taking thefe meafures, and writing to 
France to obtin'n rii^«;r%Mr« from a--^ -f Aultrla ana 
the Cardinal Mazarine, the new republicans drew up 
a manifeft, begging the fupport of foreign powers ; but 
in a little time after, they maflfacred the prince of Maf- 
fa upon the mod falfe and unjud acculations. After 
a (hort anarchy, the people ele5led for chief Gtnnare 
(or Janvier) Aunefe^ a man of low birth, and without 
any other merit .than that of bravery, and a great hat- 
red again ft the Spaniards; befides he was ugly tea 
ridiculous degree, brutal, irreligious, and had none of 
thofe mental qualities which make men amiable. Au- 
nefe having audaciou fly pofTeffed himfelf of authority, 
preferved it in fpite of all murmurs and difcontent, 
when the Duke ofGuife having received anfwers from 
France, di6bated by the Cardinal Mazarine, and in 
which the Duke was amufed with hopes, in order that 
he might amufe the rebels, he refolved to fet off for 
l^aples^ where he arrived like a true hero of koi|ht 
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errantly. He embarked without much, fulte, m a fe« 
lucca, pafled undifovered in the day time| through tho 
Spaaiih fleet which blocked up the port of Naples*' 
But as foon as he appeared in the city, his noble air 
and manners left the Neapolitans no room |o doubt, 
that ke was the the heir of thofe princes of the houfe 
of Anjou, who had reigned for fo long a time over the 
two Sicilies : He declared, that he returned to the in- 
heritance of his forefather, not to govern as a tyrant, 
but to prote£k his people, who were become republicans. 
He announced to them that a French fleet was to fail 
from Toulon, to fuccour Naples, and he was declared 
Ceneralidimo, even over Aunefe, though he a6ted con- 
jointly with him. Thefe two perfons of fo different 
a turn and chara6ler a6ied, for fix weeks or two months, 
feemingly in concert ; but it plainly appeared, that 
Aunefe was the man of the people, and that the Duke 
was more fit . for the illuftrious and great. All his 
manne/s were noble ; he^ was gallant with the women, 
and generous to the gentlemen of the country : This 
^lone, would perhaps have ruined him. 

At length the French Fleet arrived, and appeared 
ready to engage that of Spain. This circumftance en- 
creafed the credit of the Duke of Guife : they offered 
him the title of King, which he refufed ; but he confent- 
cd io be proclaimed GeneralifBmo and Duke of Na- 
ples, with a fovercign power, which at firft was to con- 
tinue for feven years, but was foon afterwards declar- 
ed perpetual. Aunefe appeared to comply, and feem- 
ed to be no more than a private fubje6):, or an officer 
rf the new fovereign. The Generaliffimo drdered 
money to be coined, upon which were put his name 
and arms. The moil brilliant time of the Duke of 
Guife at Naples, was the lafl month of the year 1^47, 
and the two firft of 1648, but the French fleet foon re- 
tired, without having come to engagement with the 
Spaniards, or having done the Neapolitans the leafl ef- 
i'^ntial lervice : The French left lome of their officers 
m Naples, and things were in this (ituation when thc^ 
lect aifappcared. The confidence of the Neapolitans 
V/2S foon diminirhed ; in vain did the Duke of Guift 
-nd^thc JFrcnch, who' were attached to him, peiform 
i^'odlges, of valour : Auficfc ftrovc fccretly to deflroy 
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their fepntation, in whieh he fuccecdcd. The Prince 
and the ancient chief of the people foon fought each 
ether's life perceiving that the ruin orbn6 ivii nec- 
cffary to the ftifety of the other. The Spaniards made 
offers to the Dukt of Guifc but he knew they were only 
feigiicd, and made to render him fufpefted. They gain- 
ed fftcretly the perfidious Auncre;thi5 traitor gave 
thenri poffeffion of the Tourjion of the Carmes,.a kind 
of fortrefs, of which he was mafter ; and whilft the 
iSukt ofGuifs was employed in attacking didant pods, 
Naples returned to the dominion of Spain : This was 
in the month of 1648, 

Guife fupported to the laft his courage, firmnefs and 
generofity : He made ufelefs efforts to get into Najples^ 
and was at length taken prifoiierj after having defend- 
ed himfelf like a lion. l*he Spahiards tx^iumphed at 
his capture, and whilft they paid him the honours due 
to a ptifoner of the firft rank, they deliberated in coun- 
cil, whether or not they fhould take away his life. A 
Machiavelian politician voted for this odious refolution : 
But Don Juan of Auftria, and the firft Spanifh nobili- 
ty had genArofity enough to think difFcrenlly : The 
Duke was fent into Spain, where he remained four 
years a prifdndr. - At the end of this period, the Spa- 
iiiards who ftrove to' foment the troubled of the Fronde, 
With which France was agitated, thought that the 
Du%e of Guifi was an inftrumen^ proper to augment the 
difturbances in the kingdom ; and that he would aft 
againft France with as much audacioufnef^ and a6livi- 
ty as he had done to fupport the revolt of Naples, 
They were deceived in their opinidn ; Guijt was inca- 
pable of contributing to the evils of his real country, 
nowever dtfcontented he might be with Mazarine, 
who had fcandaloufly deeeiVed him ; he would not re- 
venge himfelf by betraying the young King, who at 
ten years old could not be Tufpefted of having had any 
part in the wrongs his minifter had done. 
' During the imprifonment of the Dukt of Guift in 
Spain, Mazarine made an attempt which proved more 
fruitlefs than that of Guift; he had feiit out a fleet, in 
which the PrinVe Thomas of Si^^dy, whofe fon had 
mai'ried the'nite of the firft Minifter, ha'd failed. The 
wiftics of this Prince were to reign ovet Naples, and 
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Mazarine was. more warm, in his efforts to aid^ him, 
than he had been ,tb ' (uccdur the Diike of Guif% But 
the man Ji^ prOtej^ed had not the merit of him whom 
he had abandoned, and things were not in (b favoura- 
ble a fituation : This fccond cnterpriEe failed* 

Guije being "returned to France, propofals were made 
him to attempt a third cxpidition. Government arm- 
ed at Toulon* }n 1654, another fleet deftincd or bring 
about a ne^r revolution in Naples. Guife did not he(t« 
tate'to embark ; but he was as badlyt feconded in this 
lafl expedition as he had bee^ in the fird ; and it Wat- 
equally unfu^cefsful, although the Duke took the city 
and the caftle of Caftellamerc, of which he kept pof- 
feflioh for (ome time, D'ifcouraged by fo many mif- 
forlunes, and difgufted with every kind of ambition, 
Heiery of Lorraine was promoted in »655, td the 
place of great Chaipbcrlain of Prance ; and -hexonfin- 
ed himfelf for the remainder pf his life to the peaceful 
functions of this great office of the crown. He per- 
formed the duties of his office at the king's asarriage^ 
and at the entry of the Queen Marie Therefe into Pa- 
ris, with all the dignity, raagnificence,andgracefulnefs 
of a defcendant of the dukes of Guifc^ in the preceediivg 
century ; he commanded, or rather conduced, one of 
the tournameritr in the famous caroufal of i66| ; and 
appeared, Worthy to be upon a footing with the great 
Conde, who immediately preceded him.* He muft at 
this moment have recolieaed all the greatnefs he en- 
joyed'during fome months at Naples ; but he had bid 
adieu to all lerious affairs, as well in love as in ambiti- 
on ; he thought no more of Mademoifelle de Pons-; 
yet he would never be reconciled to his legitimate 
wife, formerly the Countefs of Boffut. This lady futviv- 
cd him } fti'e Uv^d till the year 1670; The duke died ia 
i664,^t^fifty years of age, without poftcrity. 

.We have the' Memoirs of the Duke of Gui/e during 
the revolt of Naples^ written by different hands, and 

r 

• In thi» magnificent Caroufal, the Duke of Guifc commanded the 
tournament of American favages ; his troop was the moft fingular of 
all and as brilliant as anjr of the otherf. The Duke, under the title of 
f^irtg of AmtncHf hid piUiiui upon his efcutcheon a Lion oouchaaC 
and at the top an Eagle, with chefe words for device^ AUifira ft^pftme^ 
^'1 undertake thegreaced things*** . 
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with oppofite intcattoni. The two workf appeared in 
a fhort time after the death of the hero* The author 
of the firft was the Count Raymond of Modenaand 
Avignon, who, being attached to the duke, went with 
him to, Naplei, where he became Major General of his 




that towards the end of time be ftayed at Naples, he 
had reafon to complain of him. Modena apparently 
to jullify himfelfy animadverted freely upon feme of 
the faults of his ceneral, and dlfcovered certain de- 
fers which the duke might have in' his chars3er« 
The work of the Count of Modena appeared in 166^^ 
under the title of Biftoirc du Revolutions dc la VUle (U 
Napks [en %6\^. The foUowii^ year, Saint Yon,'9itk 
old fecretary of the duke's puHliihed another in oppo- 
fitioo, under the title of Memoircs de M^-le Due de Guifem 
This work is written in the name of the prince him* 
(elf, whether the manuTcript may have been found a- 
mong his papers^ or that the Saint Yon may have giv- 
en it 4his turn^ in order to make the memoirs more ia- 
terefting. He acquits the duke of all the indifcrer- 
ions which are imputed to him ia the preceding work, 
and reprefents him in the tnoft favourable light, yet in 
fuch a manner, that it appears as if the prince himfelf 
fpoke, and was modeft enough in giving his own eulo- 
gtum. This makes thefe memoirs intere fling, and 
marks them with the chara£):ers of truth. The memoirs 
written .hy Modena, are not fo much fo ; yet who 
knows if it be not thd latter which contain the real 
truth ? Who can fay, which of two ocular witncflcs, 
that have &een equally in a iituatioa to know what 
palTed, and yet have given contrary teftimonies, is to 
be preferred ? Their contradidions can only be found- 
ed upon prejudices ; but who can difcover the elfefts 
of them, eipccially after fuch a length of time i 
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ESSAY XIX. 



, CARDINAL AMBOISE's MINISTERIAL CONDUCT. 



o. 



N reading the life of th« Cardinal Amioifjf I found 
great room for reflexion upon the glory ana reputation 
of kings and their mtnifters. There are reigns which 
owe every thing to miniSers,. futh as that of Lewis 
XIII, under the adminiibration of Richelieu ; and there 
are others wherein kings and minlfters have concurred 
fo well together, as to mak^e the people eoually obliged 
to them ; fuch were the reigns of Henry IV, and Lew- 
is XIV • It may be faid, that Sully would have done 
nothing fo well had he had any other mafier than Hen- 
ry IV, and that Henry would not have been fo gteat a 
monarch without Sully. Thus Colbert would never 
have had fuch extended views, nor have executed the 
great things he did, if Lewis XIV, had not infpired and 
fupported him% It appears to be proved by the reign 
of Lewis XII,^that fomefimes a good king alone ads 
welt, and that a minifter is no more than the executor 
of hiS' wife decrees.. Yet the miniftcr partakes of the 
glory, merits and wifdom of his mafter; efpecially 
when the latter is prudent enough not to be jealous of ' 
the reputation of his minifler. 

The Cardinal Amhije h^d^ m my opinion, no other 
virtues than thofe of his maflcr ; and Lewis XII, pof- 
feJed fuch as acquired him the flattering title of Fa- 
t her of his People. George d' Amboije had wir, abilities 
and addrefs; he ufed them principally to make his for- 
tune, and it was not his fault that hp did not make it 
Aill more condderable than it realty was ;.but I am of 
opinion, that alt the merit of the reign of Lewis XII, 
is due to the monarch, and the blame to the firfl; mio* 
iftcr, Lewis XII, was a mild and good man,i)ut fear- 
ing to a6l according to his own manner of thinking, he 
afked advice of others ; and i fufpeO: the Cardinal Am- 
boife of being- m#rc ?^rtful and politic^ in hi? counfels, 
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than candid and zealous for the real intereftt of his 
prince and country. In order to be well convinced of 
this, it is neceffaryra exanrine, ojseiiftor another, the 
events of the reign of Lewis XII, it'%/iU not be very 
difficult to diiUnguifh the intentions of the Sovereign 
from thofe of the Cardinal, / 

• George d' Amhoife was the youngeft of nine fo"rtf iKrkich 
were born to Pierre d* Afnboijt^ Seigneur of Chaumont^ 
Hril gentleman of the bedchambei^ to Charles VII, and 
Lewis XI. All of them fired long chough 16 became 
ver7 eonfiderable in the ftate. Three were the rooti 
of il many b^atrches ; five i^ere fa4{hop«, and the' larfl 
was grandmstffef of the order Su- Johh of J6lrufklem. 
They had eight ftder^^ two of whotn wer6 iwefles^, and 
the other fix marked to the greated SeigneJurs of the 
kingdom. Georgi attached himfelf early in life to the 
houfe of Orleans. He had fcarcely 6ni(hed hti ftudieS 
when he was mgide chaplain to Lewis XI, although he 
was not yet' in holy oroters.; his youth did not prevent 
his being eieAed, m 1475, 3i^4p of MontaubaH^ • Tow- 
ardl the end of the reign of Lewis Xl,* the cboft being 
divided into factions, he joined the paVty of the houfe 
of Orleans, which he never aftcrivardrs quitted. Mad- 
ame de Beaujeu, elded daughter of Lewis XI, to whom 
this monarch, on his death bird; had confided the care 
of the young king Charles Villi «nd, I ihay fay, the 
regcflcy and government of the kingdom, foon became 
acquainted with the fentiments of the young bifhop of 
Montauban, for whi::h (he could not forgive him. The 
prelate was juftly rurpe61;ed of being the accomplice of 
fome perfons who Attempted to make themfelves mafters 
of the perfon of Charles ; he prattled with him, making 
him recite his prayers, or rather he pretended to make 
him do it. The young monarch exprefled to him fome 
dciire of "being rcleafcd from the power of his eldeft 
fifter. The bifhop informed the Dake «f Orlea^as of it ; 
the king's efcape, and confequcntly jlhc difgrfece of 
Madame de Heaujeu, were determined upon, when, in 
the interim, fhe was advertifed of what had paiTed. She 
immediately caufed the ycmng bi(hop, who had jufl 
been defied archbifhop of Narbonne, to be arretted. 
The Duke of Orleans woeild have been in the fame (in 
uatioT), had he not taken refuge iai^retin^^ However, 
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the imprifonment of Amboife^ waft not of long duration ; 
he protclled his innocence ; to prove which, be ap- 
pealed to- the kinj( himfelf, who not wifhing to make 
depofitions agatnfl him, he got rid of the affair. 

Lems^ Duke of Orleans, was taken prifoner at the battle 
of St» Aubin^ and condu£led to the great tower of Bour^ 
gest The archbilhop of Narbonue, conftant in hi$ at* 
tachment to the duke, ufed every effort to procure him 
his liberty ; and when his nlace of chaplain to the kin|^ 
was reftored to him, he haa recourie to the famq means 
as before. He perfuaded Charles VIII, that it was e« 
qually juft and conducive to his intereft, to pardon 
the fir ft prince of the blood, and to take him out of 
prifon unknown to Madame de Beaujeu, — The king 
followed his advice, and went htmfelf to open the gates 
of the tower of Bourges for the Duke of Orleans. This 
prince was not ungrateful, for he contributed to the 
marriage of the king, with the heirefs of Bretagne, al- 
though he was himfeif much enamoured with her^ and 
that (he had an equal pafiion for him. After the mar- 
riage, Madame de Beaujeu, became Duchefs of Bour- 
bon, quitted public affairs, and left the court. 

The Duke of Orleans had the government of Nor- 
mandy, and foon afterwards found means to change, 
Amboife from the archbi(hoprtc of Narbonne, to that of 
Roueo ; and declared him, ^ the fame time, his Lieu- 
tenant Genera], and Commander in Normandy. Am- 
^^7^ employed himfeif at ftrft in reftoring tranquility 
to this province, which was infelled with thieves and 
highwaymen ; in this he feconded the intentions of the 
Duke of Orleans ; he regulaud alfo his dioceie with 
zeal and wifdom ; but he foon thought himfeif obliged 
to go to Italy, upon theferviceof theduke his protv«£l- 
or ; he accompanied him into the Milancfe, and never 
left him during the two bft years, 1 494 and 1495,* which 
the prince pa&d there* The laftyear was terminated 
by the fiege of Novara, which Lewis XI I ^ courageouf- 
iy fuiHained. Ami^ife gave him not only poliucal but 
military advice ; it is even faid, that he fought in per- 
fon, as well as feveral otber bifiiops. On his return to 
France, he retook the adminiftration of Normandy. It 
cannot be denied, that he caufed complaints and mur« 
xxmrS| and that he was accufcd of being a tyrant \ but 

r 2' 
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his prince defended hina againfl: this accufatlon, whIcH 
undoubtedly he thought an unjuft one, bccaufe it was 
very far from his own way of thinking, Charles Vill, 
died in 1498. Lewis XII, afcendihg the throne, and Am^ 
hoife was tnade'his firft minifter, with fo much the more 
confidence and power, as the good king, who was^ wil^ 
ling to forget the injuries which had been done to the 
Duke of Orleans, made it his duty to re^vard thofe whf> 
had ferved him. Let us examine at prefent what pair- 
ed during/the firft twelve years of the nfeiv reign^ ind 
to the death of the Cardinal ; let us alfo examine the 
part which both the one and the other hstd in thenf. 

The firft fervice "which the new Cardinsl did -his 
mafter, was to UifTcNe his marriage with the fecond 
daughter of Lewis XI^ and facilitate the means of his 
efpoufine the widow of his predeceffor. It muft be al- 
lowed, that this fervice was great, and at once conform- 
able to good policy, and the real inclinations of LeWis 
XII ; but to bring it about, it was neccflary to manage 
the worft Pope that Was ever at the head of ch« church 
of Rome (Alexander VI) ; and this was carried fo far, 
that tjie king thought himfelf obliged to receive with 
the greatc ft honours Ccejar Borgia^ baftard of that un- 
worthy pontiff, and to let him marry Charlotte d'Al- 
btrt, one of the grcateft matches in the kingdom^ and 
to confer upon hioi dignities, and make him grants in 
France. If there were any political reafonV which 
authorifed this conduft in Lewis XII, they were cer- 
tainly different from his way of thinking ;. but the- 
minifter ivho perfuade.d him, had more conGderable 
perfonal interefts in view ; he wifhed to form himfelf 
k party in the facred college, and conceived al read yt>te 
prtjea of fucceeding Alexander VI, upon the pontifi* 
cal throne. This ambitious id^a made Afn^oije tngugs 
his mafter in the Italian expedition. Anne of Bre^ 
tagne, was almoft thrown itito defpair by it : But her 
obligations to Amheifi wcrip too cdri fidcrable* to permit 
her to contradi^l, openly, his op IniohV or oppofehi^ 
intercft with the king. 

The firft campaigns were favourable, Lewis trium* 
^hed over Ludovico Sforza ; but the latter caufied foon 
after a revolt in Milan ; he Was punifiitd for this and 
taken prifoner, as well as. his brother the CarcUtial Af« 
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canio t Amhoift lioping to obtain voices In the ticxt 
conclave, procui^ed the liberty of his brothtr Cardinal ; 
in whrch it can'not be dctiicdt that he committed ^ 
great fault, as hfc -gave t chief to thfe party in oppofr- 
tion to France;' The Cardinal was made governor of 
ihe Milan^fc, and he •pardoned, in the king's hatne^ 
the people of Milatt^ their revolt ; thrs parade was ftifl 
ncccflaiy to his plans of ambition. He Was afterwards 
employed to accommodate a difference betwceft thte 
republics of Pifa and Flof-ence ; he gave his judgment 
in favour of the latter and befieged the former in per- 
fon. * ' • ' 

AlexandetlV, was ftill alive, but v?rry old, and as mif- 
chievoAiS a* feVer ; but Amboife not Wifning to lofe fight, 
for a long time, of the court oif France, rettirned to it in 
quality of Legate, which gave him an opportunity of drai^'- 
ing immense futtis from the clergy and people, without 
its being known : He poffeflTed but one benefice, whicJt, 
was th« •archbtfhoprrc of Roifien ; but he difpofed of 
othcrli ih favour of his "relations afnd friends, and to 
hall a» Cardinals whom he kept in tiis intereft. — He 
determined' Lewis XII, to engage again in a war ii^It- 
aly, upon th« faith of a trfcaty with Ferdinand of Arra- 
gon, one of thte moft perfidious of prindes. This was 
an unfortun<ate War fof the Fffcnch ; they Wei-c^ deceiv- 
ed, and could not fail of being fo, by the king of Arra- 
gon, the Pope,'land his Worthlefs Con Caefar. Many of 
the French 'diftiriguifhtd themfelves by heroic but ufe- 
Icfs a€btons. It became ncccflary at length t6 declare 
war agatnd: Ferdinand V « f«'efl^ army was feht int6 It- 
aly, and Ainhoifi ihanaged fo well, that the Pbpe was 
reftorcd to his formef confidence in thi's fecond expedi- 
tion. The CiEirdiiltil wis «t Rome with the Frencli 
troops when Alcxatidcr thfc VI, died ; hfc th^ri made 
known ihcptojeft ht hid fbrfned of fucceeding him. 
He etitered th« conclaV*, Was deceived and duped by 
the Italian Card in ah •.-—Francis Picolomini, nephew t« 
pope Pius II, was ela^d under the nanie of riu« 1^7, 
and he lived but twentyfivc days. The hopes of 
George d'AnthoiJe vj^ere berhaps rcn^wfcd'by this event ; 
but they Were foon detttoyed a fecond time in a more 
open manner. Julian II, Wa4ele6led, and the Cardinal 
Ajnboifc ran the ri(k of lofing hiivl^fc. The new popb 
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vai the <iecUrc4 enemy of the fiift iniaider, as well z 
that of France. The French loft on co mpre the kin^ 
dom of Naplei, and all Italy«--»Borgia, whom Artiboi\ 
thought might be of ufe to him| was tak«n prifoncr am 
cooduflcd into Spain, from whence he made his cfcapq 
He commanded afterwards a French army againft th. 
ktog o( Arragon in Navarre^ where he was killed, leav 
ing no other reputation behind him, but that of an odi 
ous and abominible heroifm, which has di (hoaoure^ 
even his machiavelian panegyrtft* 

Amboifc^ forced to content himfelf with' his place o| 
firft minifterin Prance, engaged the king again in nevj 
treaties and wars, of which this monarch was the (dupe 
Ferdinand of Arragon, married Germalne de Foixj 
niece of Lewis XII, but he was not lefs his enemy o« 
account of the marriage ; this alliance became anotliei 
means which the king of Atragga. acquired, of deceiv 
ing the king of France. 

The year following, 1506, .it happened fortunately 
that Amboifc permitted a fault to be repaired, of whicl] 
. he had been the«uthor. The king ^nd the queen Ann< 
.had promifed their daughter Claude in marriage t(^ 
Charles, commonly called Count of Luxembourg, and 
who. was afterwards Emperor Charles the Fifth. — Thi^ 
foreign prince would have gained, by his intended 
marriage, the dutchy of Bretagne ; and pretentions to 
the Milanefe. The^ States General. were aiTembled, 
who demanded loudly of the king that the alliance 
£boald not take place, but that the princefs fhould he 
married to Francis of Angouleme, prefumptive heir td 
the crown, who, reigned afterwards in the name oi 
Francis I. It may eafily be judged, that the Emperoil 
Maximilian was provoked at feeing fo fine an occaiion 
elcape ; however, he difiembled,* and Amboifc^ on his 
part, flattering himfelf without reaOoR, that he fhould 
regain the pope, undoubtedly with the idea of fucceed- 
ing him, perfuaded the king to aid Julian II, to reiz<^ 
unon Bologna. Juliaa was ungrateful, as might have 
been expefted. | 

The Genoefe revolted againll Lewis XII, who rc^ 
paflied the mounuins to fubdue them ;. he treated them 
with that mildnefs which wu natural to his characi 
tcr. 
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In 1508, wat fof<me'd fhef fa^us tea^o of Calli^My ; 

a great and. important negociation, of which all tfco 
honour Would haHreMteh upbfk ihti^wdindtiof A^bife, 
if any hbooiir c6ald haVe I«(\illf0d7roctt ii 3 but ii^ Wai 
at the fam^ tim^ the iS^bft uY);^<ift hrfd ill coat^i^ed er«»* 
ty thafl cobld pbfnblf h8v« b^en> Made. It u reannrk«i 
able, fhat in the council Whefre this league was detciw 
mined u]pon, there was but 6ndinan Who Had coufag«i 
enough to Ihew the injuftids of \t^ and the ^aifgerou* 
confequencesit might be aft^ded widi ; this was Ste* 
phenPoticher, keeper of the fisal^, and Who di^ arrob4 
bifhdp of LenSk His opinion madb an iiiipreiRon upon 
the wife ahd jdd?ciouJ LeVis XH, buty ubfortutiatcly 
for France, the Cardinal got th6' better of hiofn The 
king put hithfelf at the head of his army, and gave biU 
tic at Agnadelloa, contrary to the advice of his counci?, 
and even of the Cardinal, The good* prince imagined 
that God was for him, fo much \^ss he deceived upon 
thejufltceoF his caufe. He -gained this battle, IniI 
his affair^ w^re not benefited by it. The predi£):iont 
of Stepheti Poncher, wdre but too well Verified^ 
Juliaft 11, leagued him(^lf With the enemies of Frence, 
and cvett With the Venetians, in order to cruih- the 
French, • ' • • ' 

In the tift?ddltf of this difsfter, ^m5(>f/^ coneeivedl a 
v.cw pfojcft of ambition; he jefolved to depofe Julian 
II, and occupy his place, or at leafl be declared Patn« 
arch and Sovereign Pontiff in FraYice* Death put an 
Qtnd t6 his arnlbitioiid defigns ; he expired at Lyons th^e 
25th May, 1510. Fbur days before he died, Lewis 
XII, paid htfti a vifif, when Anboifc iheddirtg a torrent 
of tears, made to the monarch a general and minifterial 
confcflionj h* acknowledged to him, that he was go- 
ing to leave a confiderable fortune, in the acquifition 
cf which he had to reproach himfelf with many things; 
he faid pcfitively that he had taken nothing ^ooi the 
fubjcftsof thfe king; but confeffcd that he had for a 
long time paft received a penfion of ftfty thovfatid dik- 
tats from diffefenl princes and republics of fta}y \ 
and thirty thoufand ducats from the Florentines aiosie. 
He had, moreover, received conliderable prefent>, and 
amafTed immenfe futtis *, he befeechrd the king to per- 
mit him to difpofe of all he was pofTened of, and the 
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ON THE CHA|^L'fcTER AND MtMOmS OF 

X MAY boaft of haviag made known ch0jmeri| 
*^, t6\nany ^^fjP^ ^Ho d«i npt bcfomfufficie 
teem this MitiiKer of Henry I.V, . H'ib Mcmoi 
been tiryitten under the title of Ikonamies Hoy 
four of hit 9ocrdUri^, whom heiiMi jretaioed a 
f etiieat, aad who aadeta- .part of . hia nunerou s 
-Althovxgh t}f«fe«litimoin oontaia-.iBXoellent j 
,whit;h a»ke tii ondetftipid howi gneat a part ^u\ 
in the glory and heppix^s of the ncxgn of Hen i 
they are badly wrnten^ w« inoohefviity and cl 
with diiagreeAle calculatioits aod details. An e 
in folio, which is called. F, V. Ferts^ ia particulai 
-teemed, becaufe there are in.it fome anecdotes of 
ticiilar families^ whodefired after-wards they mig 
'fuppreffed. I engaged, at leait indireflly, jt ni 
•fefife) «nd who writes well, to digell the Memor' 
Sufiy^ and to render them- more. pleafant to ixad.f ! 
-perTtiaded that when thif great man fhallbe bi 
known, people in general will beasenthufiaflic 
am, in their admiration of him. I am become paiT; 
atcly fond of him ; I have got his portrait fraraed, 
have placed.it before my fecretaire, to have it coni 
ually before my eyes, in order to call to mind his \ 
tures, principles and conduS.— I.approvcof the no 
■andfimple manner in which he made his forttinc^ 
• the heft of all means : By ferving well his maftcr 
could not fail of pleating him ; by pleafing him he d 
ferved to obtain confiderable gratuities, but he ncvi 
fucked the blood of the people : He never receiva 
ahy thing from foreigners to betray his princ 
^and country. It cannot be fa id that a man who con 

f The Memoirs of Sully, arranged raethodically, by the Abbe d 
C. Eclufe, appeared in tbice volumes io 410. in f 7^7. 
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tffxes, 1>ut whofe confequences may ht faid to have be- 
come more pernicious ; this was the fale of officers. 
The chancellor Duprat« is generally accufed of bein^ 
the author of this venality : It is true that he was the 
firfl who regulated the fale ; but the Cardinal Amboif€ 
began to introduce if, and it was only more dangerous 
before it became general-and regular* Itsabufes might 
be greater and more profitable to the minifter who 
granted the permiffion, and through whoie hands the 
money paffed. 

The Cardinal Amh$ifc ruined the Mar&al dc Gie of 
the houle of Rohan ; and it is generally agreed, that 
it was purely on account of his being jealous of the 
favour he was in with the young Francis, heir to the 
crown : This kindof condu€b in a courtier and minift- 
er, is not lefs odious on account of its being rather com* 
men, Amboife might have hoped to outlive his maflert 
for he was about the fame age ; but the monarch was 
of a much weaker complexion. The Cardinal not hav« 
ing fucceeded to the government of the church, con- 
tinued to govern France. There is reafon to believe, 
that under another kin^, he would have made a lelTer 
fhew of goodnefs and virtue ; but it was necelTary to 
render that homage to the virtues of Lewis XIl, and 
appear to fecond his good intentions ; they were pure 
in the heart and chara&er of this father of his people^ 
but I think them very fufpicioiis in thofe of his fa* 
vooritc. — One of the virtues of Lewis XII, was grati- 
tude, and he would Jiave been very forty to have.beea 
wanting in it. He had ^reat obligations to Amboift % 
from hence came the repeated aAs of complaifance and 
deference to his advice. Lewis was economical and 
cxad in his affairs, and Amboife appeared to be the 
hmt in order to pleafe him, Lewis XII, had been 
accufed of avarice, but it appears that gifts, nenfions 
c!nd ordinary appointments never fufFered the leaft de- 
lay during his reign. He was liberal to the Cardinal 
only ; yet the minifter was adroit enpugh not to obtain 
any yeny ^remarkable favours, but made his fortune fe- 
crctly* V j^cveral minifters have been as wife, able, and 
referve^ai Amhoifc ; no king was ever fo good, fo juft, 
»hd foWeil difpoftd as Lewis Xil. 
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them by praftice. With rcfpcft to the admin i 
of finances, it is a matter of calculation ; it is 
Ty to form a plan, and it foon appears whethei 
profit will irife from purfuing it. A fiuancic 
not be daunted by tlie multipircity of branches 
be has to make fruitful. When he has found 
tral point, it is thebufinefs of clerks to combin 
proceedings with the principles of the minifies 
they murflbe condant and invariable, and mufl ha v 
formed before he entered ii>to place; for it istc 
to t/.mper when once he if icharged with the ma 
portant adminiftration. 

M. dc Sully has been reproached with being t 
vcrc-; but who knows if he were fo by chara£^er, 
a kind of necelBty, which the condu6l of his n 
Henry impofed upon him ? This Prince, the bei£ 
ever lived, was weak, often in love, accuftomed n 
over to feck expedients and* refources, fuch as 
found inthe midft of civil wars, and torecompenfc 
partifans, by giving them the fpoils of his enemies. 
^uliy had left him to a6l, he would have done n 
harm to his affairs than his minifier could have d 
good ; but it was very neceffary that SuUy fhould 
negative, becaufc Henry IV, waa-generous^ and i 
his generofity ftood in fieed of being kept witi 
bound-s. in matters of bbuiity, the king ang.the tn 
ifter fhourld always underfland each oth©r,.tJj«t eitf 
' one or the other may: appear difficult ; acoording to t 
natural order of things, the maftcr ihould befo; b 
when he will not, the miniftcr is indifpenfably oblige 
to put on that charafier. The bcft means of dimini£ 
ing the embarraffmenis of bojth, is to agree upon ce 
tain principles never to be departed from; for if one 
either the kihg or the miniiler. countera^ them, the 
.will be importuned for<hc inoft uojuft gratification.* 
and will make thcmfclves enemies by the moH rcafon 
able refufals. 

The charafter of M. de Sully was fomethirglike thai 
of Cato ; but we need only read his Meinoif(tol)e per^ 
fuaded, that his Catonian .firmnefs was founded upon 
the real interefts^of the {late,*and that neither humour 
nor i;|^lice had any thing to do< yrith at. l\ even ap- 
pears that he was a mai^ of feeling, ^Ddfeveraliariidcs 
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in his Memoirs prove it. We have reafon ta believe 
that his anecdotes are true, becaufe they were not coor- 
tradided by any cotemporary author ; confequcntly we 
ought to believe what he fays of himfelf ; part of it is 
as follows : He believed that it was better to gain the 
efle«m of little people and to confole them, than to be 
complaifant to the great : He knew that thefe frequent- 
ly abufe the attentions which are paid them, and that 
the fufFrages and applaufe of the former are the real 
foundation of the reputation and fatisfaftion of a good 
minifter. 

He ftudied but very liUltf during his military or po- 
litical life : He read in his retreat, but it was not, laid 
hr, fo much to ftore his mind as to improve his reafon. 
He prote6bed and rewarded men of letters, but they 
had very little accefs to Kim : He liftencd to every ad- 
vice which was given him, but he looked upon no 
particular .one as an infallible infpiratlon, and did not 
adopt it till after mature reflexion. How could he, 
who had fo frequently refiftcd the orders of his mafter, 
fubmrt himfelf blindly to thofe of others ? He intro- 
duced the greated prder into his private affairs ; he 
Taid, that the manner in which a minifter condud:^ his 
own affairs, /hews how he will ccnduft' thofe of his 
inafter. In faft, although a man charged with the af- 
fairs of ftate, may have but little time to think of do- 
meftic details,. He may. always lay down certain princi- 
ples for the government of his houfe and private af- 
fairs, as well as for the objcfts which are intcrcfting to 
the nation, and confign the one to his fteward as he 
docs the other to his fecretarics and clerks. There are 
none but little minds which trouble themfelves with 
mifjutise ; great geniufes adopt juft and clear princi- 
ples,* and regulate their a6lions accordingly. 

Nature had given M, de Sully an excellent confliitu- 
tion ; his vifagc was majeftic, mild and agreeable *, 
that fevcrity which appeared- in his conduct was not 
Written in his countenance ; a proof that it was not 
natural to him, and that it was owing to circumftances. 
ile was temperate, flept little, and endured every kind 
of fatigue : The fatigues of war had accuftomcd him 
to ihofc of admjniftration, . - • 
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The reputation 6f M. dc SuUy was ntvtt^ it \ have 
brFore oblerved, fo great as it deferv^d to be ; but it 
willy on this account, bo more brilliant and fo lid, when 
particular and perfonal prejudices being difiipaied, 
men (hall judge of His adminiflration by the great ef- 
fe6ls it produced* It was under btm that thi^ fvnances 
began to be regulated^ commerce* extended-, and popu- 
lation encreafed*. 
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GHARACTER OF CARDINAL FLEURY, AND SUL- 
LY, COMJf AKED.. 



w, 



E have at prcfen^ a prime miniftcr itf, U CardU 
nal de FUury^ who pofTeffes a part of the virtues of A/, 
dc Sully. — his, principal qualities appear neverthelefs to 
be of an infei^ior kind : Btit perhaps this difference is 
wholly due to theii- Hiuations and the circumllances of 
the times in which they lived. One was a military 
man^ the other is an ecclerudic : Sully had feen and 
experienced all the miferies of a civil war ; he had or- 
der and economy to reeflablifh in every department ; 
M, de Fkury has only to maintain that order which is 
already wifely eftablifhed : Finally, Sully met with 
contradi6lions from his mailer, and thinking himfelir^ 
obliged to reAfi them, he was more attentive to oppofe 
nothing but the publick welfare to Huihority, which, 
except in this cafe, ought always to bedccifive* The 
Cardinal meets with no oppofition, except upon tri- 
fling fubjefis. I am perfuaded that he would re&fl 
Wronger ones; and it is perhaps a misfortune for hinx 
that he has not ha4 fuch to encounter. 

Sully was the minifler of the nation, becaufe he loved 
it^ aad faw that it ftood in ne^e4 of afli (lance, and th?^t 
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it? was necelTary to repair its loiTe5, and make it enjoy 
happincfs under a good king. Richelieu, on the con- 
trary, was a brilliant msniftcr, and feared by a king, 
whofe abfolute authority he cftabliftied, becaufe it was 
confided to him and remained in his hands. Cardinal 
FUury is at the fame time minifler of the king and of 
the nation, and the time will come, when juftice will 
be done to him as well as to M. dc Sully. It is faid, that 
his genius is not great, but we are in an age which does 
not require a man of that defcription : He. has at lead 
an amiable mind, a great knowleage.of the world and 
the court, is agreeable and polite, even gallant with de- 
cency ; nor does he a£l inconfiftcntly^vith the gravity 
of any of the charaftcrs with which he is inverted. 
His minirterial qualities are, juflnefsof thinking, folid- 
icy in his views and intentions, frankncfs and (incerity 
to flrangers ; a policy refined enough, but not deceit? 
ful. He knows how to avoid the fnares laid for him 
by co.urtiers, without ufing perfidious^andMachiaveliaq 
means ; he takes care to hazard no'ufelcfs expenfe, and 
cfpecially not to lead the nation on in the purfuit of chi- 
merical objefts ; he (hews much difintereftedncfs and 
moderation in h is perfqnal ex pen fes; he avoids all kind of 
pomp, thinking it more noble to live above it ; his con- 
du£b in this refpcft is t;he fhield which he oppofes tq thofe 
who afk of hirn extraordinary favours, which would only 
ferve to feed their luxury. Finally, this niinirter feems 
calculated to encreafe our happincfs without changing it j 
this is all we can defirc : For France is at prefent in a 
fituation to fay, Let the Gods take nothing from mC'^this is 
alljajk. ^ . . 57 
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ESSAY XXIL 



ENCOMIUM OF M. DE CHAUVELIN,«UBM1NISTER 
TO FLEURY. 



liERE IS at this time rifing under the eyes of the 
Cardinal FUury a new miniftcr, whofe merit and abili- 
ties it is not eafy to appreciate, becaufe he does not ^Si 
oftenfibly ; and whilfi in fecret with a fuperior, it is 
difficult to judge to which of the twor, the fuccefs of 
many affairs ought to be attributed. At prefcnr, he has 
but the rank of What was called, under the Cardinal dc 
Richelieu, a Subminijler : ^u't if he be obliged to aft ac- 
cording to the ideas of other?, or at mod improve them, 
it may be itnaglned, that on account of his extenfive 
knowledge, his application to bufinefs, the tnanner in 
which he decides upon matters, the attention he pays 
to what is faid to him, and his manner of anfwering, 
'fhews that he will one day be a very fiipcrior man, if 
his authority become fo' great as not to be feilfained, 
except by that of the king, which has never yet ap- 
peared to be very cmbarradi rig. Ht has the department of 
foreign affairs, although he has never been employed 
in any embaffy ; but he knows the world by means of 
geography and hiftory ; the Courts of Europe by rela- 
tions on which he Can depend ; and in truth, when a 
perfon is not profoundly ignorant, and hasdifcernment 
enough to judge of'men, and to appreciate their inter- 
efts, even thofe of the day and moment, he may do with- 
out much travelling. What is a miniderof foreign af- 
fairs, who has been in all the Courts of«£arope? Thofe 
who have been mod employed, have nothing but old 
memoirs of fuch courts as they have formerly been fent 
to. M. dc CkauvcUn is a magiftrate and keeper of the 
feals, and as he has difcharged the f unftions of magif- 
tracy in a diftinguifhed manner, he knows well the 
laws and rules of the Kingdom ; It is in this that he 
is very ufcful to the Cardinal, who has neyer had an 
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opportunity of fludying them. He gives him informa- 
tion upoQ thefe obje6ls, afid who knows to whab a de- 
gree he guides him in his proceedings ? M. le Charice- 
lier d'AguefTeaUy although'virtuous Snd learned, is rath- 
er obfcure, and decides with difficulty. A man in his 
lltuation ought to determine quickly, but regularly : 
Generally fpeaking, great magidrates Would be good 
minifters ; they apply to buftnefp, they he^ar and decide, 
they feize the J>oint of difficulty and that which i% to 
fix their opinion, they underftand the principles, and 
know how to apply them : And has a miniller any 
thing more to do ? 

[^N^ote of the EditOT'^'Thh 9i\ix\iGr wrote the two pre- 
ceding articles as well as all the others in 1736, but his 
death, not happening till 1756, he had time, in reading 
them over again, to niake refleftions founded upon pof- 
terior events : They are in his ftianufctipt upon fcparate 
fhects, but it is not k'noWn prccifely in what year he 
committed them to paper ; — they are as follow :] 

At tlie end c^ thfe year 1736, all the eulogiums which 
1 had written of Af, k Cardinal de FUury and of JVf. 
Chauvelin^ the hopes I had conceived of the benefit 
which might refult frdta a good underflandlng between 
them, were proved to be, juft and well founded. I 
wrote, as I do at prefen^i for my own amufement, or at 
mod for the ufe of Wy children after my death, tliat 
which I faw, believed and thought, without prejadice, 
and having no interfcft to dfcceive any body. The Car- 
dinal covered himfelf with honour, by concluding a 
peace •which procured to the king Lorraine, a province 
full of riches and retources, and which coft the union 
little or nothing to acquire: Our military men h'^d 
diftinguifhed themfelves ; we had been every where 
rucccfsful, although our generals had fometimes com- 
Tnitted great faults.*— The kingdom was not exhaufted 
either of money or treifure ; France enj6yed an inie- 
nor calm arid was renowiled abroadf ; but the courtiers 
played the keeper of the feals a trick, or rather the 
Cardinal, of which he felt the cruel effcfts for the fix 
lafl years of his life. They perfuaded him that the in- 
icnded fucceffor to his place and authority, was tired of 
Waiting ; that he had an ardent defire to poffefs what 
^e looked upoti to be his inheritance 3 ana was capable 
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of makinfi; his Cfuation dtfagrceable, in ord^r to oblige 
him to give it up fooncr than he otherwife wlfhed to 
do. The Cardinal, who perhaps a few days before he 
entered the miniftry, had no great .aijibition for the 
.place, was ten years afterwards afraid of lofing it : So 
true it is that men foon accuftom themfclves to fo.verelgri 
power. He ftrove to difcover if what had been told 
him was true, and I can eafily believe that fome affirm- 
ative proofs were given. him ; this was .done without 
much difficulty ; but he forgot that he. was eighty years 
of age, that an afliftant became daily more neccflary lo 
him ; and that without fome fuch aid, he mufl neceffa- 
rily be the tool of .intrigue ; that even in the courfe 
of ordinary affairs he would have nobody to point him 
out expedients, and whom he would be able to mdke 
what is called a right hand. man. He thought he re- 
venged himfelf upon a traitor, and he ruined a man 
who was neceffary to hini : He took extraordinary 
mcafures which proved his credit with the king, of 
which nobody had the leafl doubt. His maiefly had 
never had a finglc converfation in private with M, di 
Chauvdiuy his manner was difpleafing to him ; but the 
courtiers, more«artful than the fird minider, faw that as 
the Cardinal could on one hand obtain every thing of 
the king, they fhould afterwards be able to obtain what- 
ever they pleafed of the miniftpr ; cyen things the moft 
contrary to the principles and welfare of the ftate. 

The Emperor Charljes VI, had afted in favour of 
France,with no other idea than tha^t of engaging he.r to be- 
come guarantee of his pra,gmatic fanfti^n, or the a6l 
which was to infurethc fucceffion of his (lates to his 
eldeft daughter. The Cardinal had promifed him thi?, 
and the reputatiop which the Cardinal had till then en- 
joyed, of being virtuous and fincere,. made the Emper- 
or ,eafy upon the. effcft of th*t promife.; therefore, 
Charles VI, died in i74Q,,in the. pleafing pcrfuafion 
that his daughter and his fon in law .WQuld inherit his 
crowns ; and that if ai>y pow^r (hould didurb them in 
their pofTeffions, France would fly to their af&ftance. 
The queen of Spain was the only difcontented perfon, 
becaufe fhe had no eftablifhment in Italy forherfccond 
fon : However unjuft t'his pretention might be, it would 
have been poffible to fatisiy h^r, without undertaking 
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to deftroy the new Houfe of Auftria. But the man 
who, like a wife and great politician, would have been 
able to make thisarxaagemcnt was in exile at Bourget. 
More dangerous and ^efs delieatte negotiators, or rath- 
er intriguers, deranged the head of the firH minifter, 
who was eightyfix years of age, and the deftrud;ionof 
the Houfe of Auftria was refolved upon : He was 
taught to look upon this as a thiugsfo eafy of execution, 
that he would have reproached himfelf fcverely, if be 
had let flip fo favourable an opportunity of effacing 
cvew the remembi^ance of Charles Vth's pretendons to 
univerfal monarchy. , The poor^ Cardinal was fo con*- 
vinced of the truth of what was propofed to him, that 
his only objc6bion was the great expenfe France would 
be put to by the enterprize : He feared, left it (houid 
exhauft her treafures, and overturn his fyflem of econ* 
omy. He was given to undcrftand, that France had 
only to (hew hcrfelf, or that at moft, it could only cofl 
her a few men and a little money.; He fufifered himfelf 
to be prevailed upon ; — he gave more than he was wil« 
ling to do, but much lefs than was neceifary. He died 
difgraced in the eyes of all £urope, betrayed by one 
part of his allies, and detefted by the othcn, having neg* 
lefted to conciliate to himfelf the fiicndihip of thofe 
whom he ought by all means to hav« made furc of, fuch 
as the king of Sardinia, &c. He left Franco in the 
greateft diftrcifs, engaged in a naval war, without his 
having taken meafurcs either to prevent it or carry it 
on. Solon faid to Croefus, that no man could be called 
happy be fore, his death ; and may not it equally befaid,^ 
that a miniftcr is never certain of being to the end of 
his Ijfe, a wife, virtuous and able politician, 
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ESSAY XXIII. 



ON BENEFICENCE. 



M, 



LY good friend the Abbe deSt* Pierre, %vho has laid 
fo many plans for the good of the publick, has never 
had the fatisfadion of even feeing one of them fucceed. 
His fuccelTes are confined toeflablifhing the reputation 
of a (ingle word, which h beneficenct. But is this word 
as generally underflood, as it has been enthu(iaftical2y 
adopted? No : Every one interprets and praflifes this 
virtue according to his own manner. Upon the whole, 
beneficence implies as much as charity; but this old 
devout exprcffion, with which our pulpits ring, ap- 
pears -flo longer proper fol' our men of the world, who 
pretend to have no farther need of thinking of God to 
do good aftion^ — Let us not difturb thefe gentlemen in 
their fyftem of beneficence ; if they be really defirous 
of following it, let them faiisfy themfclves, I remem- 
ber to have heard a very fevere devotee complain to a 
Jefuit, a man' of great fenfe, that her daughter inlaw, 
was humane and generous, but had no merit, as (he 
faid, in her good adions, becaiafe (he did not do them 
in the fight of God, — Let her alorUy Madam-^let her alone^ 
faid the cunning Jefuit, yXtf mil gain Paradijc xpithout Juf^ 
peSHng U, $ 

Well, let us be beneficent, fmce we blufh to be char- 
itable ; but let us beware of deceiving ourfelves in the 
manner of exercifing our, beneficence ; let us regulate 
it according to time, place and circumdaxices. There 
are a^s of beneficence adapted to every fituation : 
That of king5, refcmbles the beneficence of particulars 
in the principle only, but it is much more extenfive in 
its effecls. The individual does fervices to men one 
by one ; the monarch, by a flroke of his pen, makes . 
thoufands happy. People in place may do good in . 
proportion each according to his (lation. In the htd 
moments,' we ought only to .confidcr the degree of. 
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fufferinga ind. mifety, or the danger of hini whom 
we wHh . to fujCGour. But except in unforefceD qafr 
es,at is Jieccffaiy jto be more cirtumfpe^ Thqre are 
ferviees \ykich(a man mighty render, thinking, hinv- 
fsif difpofed to do. fo by beneficence, and which might 
be mifunderllood. ; fuch are thofe which would do 
more harm to others, than good to thofe he wiflied to 
oblige. The conciufioo is; that it.i$ not fufficient to 
deiire to be beneficent, itifteq\»ally neceilary to know 
how.tabefo. . -. 
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ESSAY XXIV. 



OEL^love is not generally to be blamed ; in the firft 
place to condemn it, would be inefFcftual, fmce we can- 
not entirely diveft ourfelves of it. It is neceffary that 
a man (hould love himfclf ; but as one of my friends, a 
man of great lehfe, faid, in every thing which is good 
and honourable, as he loves a virtuous woman whom 
he wifhes to marry, and not as an unhappy wretch 
whom he llrives to debauch. 

ESSAY XXV. , J, 



IDEAS OF HAPPINESS VARIOUS AMONGST PHI- 
. LOSOPHERS. 

X Ht'cnd of phllorophy has ever been to niake men 
happy ; but the different fe6ls ' of philofopfjcfs have 
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fought tKtsend by differQAt ^rstyi/^Tkt Stoicypyetead^ 
tsd|'t4ldt theoivly metttil of ftmding^ it was'to re^ft every 
:evi>, to become infbnfible'of >inff€ry, ^mn/cbagriniand 
dinquieri^de. They tttight be right ; in^ MbyV w^ien we 
*^te ftt^ fretti «I1 evU, huppifiers cbmissof itfelf $ but 
how gr6^t is th^ diiBculty bf being th^isexempt^ e^eci- 
a!ly When W6 do not thiok of preventing mifery^ but 
wait its arrival with' unconcern and a ftoic ftfmii«fs.«-« 
The £pici^re2rit8| on the contrary, fooght happtaeiaand 
even pleafures ; but perhaps the more » pleaiuve Is 
fought after, the lefs it is found. Let us be of neither 
one fedl nor the other, but wifely put away from our- 
felves, that which may become prejudicial ; let uapave 
4he way to happinefs and to loft and peaceful pleaf- 
ures in which it really confifls ; but do not let us be 
anxious to call for it, neither fatigue ourfelves by run- 
ning after riches dnd vol^uptuofifiliers i^thefe are like 
birds«which only require their nefls to be prepared, 
and which come of themfelves to depofe their eggs in 
them. 

To increafe thchappfnrfA of thoTc who are about us, 
appears to me an excellent means of prolonging our 
own. 



ESSAY XXVI. 



0>f THE DOCTRINE OF CHANCES APPLIED TO 

LIFEr^ 



X HE Engliflt arc known to be great calculators, great 
bettors, and to wifti to reduce every thing to analyfis 
acnd probability. Wc ,havc already tranflated, into 
French their calculations upon the probabilities of the 
duration of human life, the analyfis of all the gatnts of 
chance, and rules of gaining at them, as well as in lot- 
teries, ia fpite of the decrees of fate. One of my 
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friefldt, who has been fome time in England, has car« 
ried this fpirit of calculation ilill farther than even the 
EngliOi ; he makes a problem of every thing to have 
the pleafnre of refolving it ; jhe meafures the extent of 
his pleafures, his pains, his friendfhip and his hatred. 
With .refpe£l to love, he agrees that, when it is real, it 
is commen fur able. Not content to have found out new 
rules for games of chance, he has undertaken to calcu- 
late how much is to be afcribed to hazard, and how - 
much to the ikill of the player in games of commerce, ' 
efpecially at^ cri£lrac and piquet. After having amuf- * 
ed myfelf with his refearches upon this fubje^k, which 
he believes to be an important one, 1 afked him if he - 
could alfo calculate what part fortune had in the life of 
roen who had made moil noife in the world, con- 
fidering OB one hand the fitiiations they were in, and 
on the other their perfonal merit. The fame principles 
may be applied to them, faid he, as to players at piquet. 
This idea made me fmile ; 1 amufed mylelf with it for 
fome time as we continued our walk, (for we were in 
the country) ; and we brought upon the carpet fevcral 
perfons with whom we were both acquainted. On our 
rcrurn to the city, I committed to paper a part of what 
Had been advanced in this (Ingular converfation, and 
which is as follow : 

The fum played for, fignifies nothing to the (kill of 
the player, nor to the chances which may derange all 
his meafures ; it is fufficient that he be intereiled in the 
game, fo as to give it his whole attention. In Irke 
manner thofe to whom nature has given the grcateft 
talents, employ them in places where they firlt drew 
breath, conformable to their. fituation and the circum- 
ftances they have to encounter. All the ability of a 
village parfor, who prays ever fo well at piquet, gains 
him nothing more than a few crowns at the end of the 
year, even with the afiiflance of aces ; whilft he who 
plays againfl rich finanqieis with the fame fuperiority, 
Sometimes encreafes his income fome thoufand guineas. 
The fimple monk, born with a great difpofuion to in- 
trigue, difcards his rival, parries the ftrokcs of his ad- 
vcifarics, does nothing without rcflcftion, and at lengih 
Succeeds ; and to what ? To become fuperior, and gov- 
H ' ^ . 

♦ Sgnic thing hkc Backgammon. 
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ern a commanity, or at moft a province of monks* It 
is by the fame means that a courtier becomes a favour- 
ite, a prime minifter, and governs defpottcally a great 
empire. The republican who wilhes to rife above e* 
quality, and become mafter of his countrymen, follows 
the fame route. Wherever ambitioo, intereft or gal- 
lantry is concerned, it is only necefTary to be pru* 
dent, like as at play, not to fufFer the head to tui^n^ 
and to make a proper ufe of all the advantage* 
which fortune prefents to us. But as it is remarked, 
that there are players at piquet, whofe chief excellence 
is to dtfcard well, others wnofe fuperiority confifts in 
playing the cards, and feme who are wholly attached 
to betting, knowing the gain this produces at the end 
of the partte : fo there ftre men of ambition whofe only 
care is to remove all obftacles to obtain their end ; 
others, wherever they may be placed, ftrive to take ad- 
vantage of their fituation ; and finally, fotne who wiih 
to confolidate their fortunes, and infure their reputa- 
tions, perfuadcd that they have done nothing well if 
they do not crown their aO:ions by fomething brillianr. 
After all, many games are won contrary to every rule, 
and others loft, notwithflanding all the art of the mofl 
fkilful players ; in the fame manner there are events 
which difconcert the greateil connoilkurs ; but thefe 
are real phenomena, and notwithflanding fuch ex- 
traordinary inilances, it is neceflary to follow thefe 
principles of condud; which are generally received and 
approved of* 
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CARDINAL ALBERONPs ORIGIN AND CHARAC* 
TER. 



X Hi Cardinal Alkroni is one of thofe phenomena 
of which I have jaft Tpokcn, and may be compared to 
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the great player, M. Wall, whom we know at prefent 
in Paris, and who has made his fortune, as it is report- 
ed, with an orange which was given to him ; he play- 
ed it againfl a crown^ hazarded the crown againft oth- 
ers, and gained infenfibly a confiderable fum. By haz- 
arding fortunately he has realifed fevcral millions of 
livies. Alberoni flaked Icfs and gained more ; at lead 
in dignities and reputation. He was the Ton of a gar- 
dener, and at firfl a ringer in the cathedral of Plaifance. 
Thebirhop took a liking to him, and finding hima&iv« 
and intelligent, made him his fecretary, and gave him 
a canonry. He had occafion to know the duke of 
Vendome in Parma, and he pleafed him by meanncffes 
of which an Italian priefl alone is capable ; the duke 
attached him to his fervice, brought him to France, and 
took him afterwards into Spain.— Vendome wanting a 
faithful and difcrect agent near the Princefs des Urfin;, 
fent her Alberoni, This Italian, as pliant in appearance 
as audacious in reality, perfuaded the princefs, who 
governed Philip V, in the mod abfolute manner, during 
the time that this monarch was a widower, that (he 
ought to make him marry the Princefs of Parma, This 
marriage was accompliChed, and the difgrace of the 
Piinccfs des Urfins was the confequencc. Alberoni took 
upon himfelf to lead the new queen. She procured 
him the cardinal's hat ; he became her firft minifter, 
and confequently that of the king her huiband. He 
difplayed immediately the whole extent ot his views, 
both in Spain and elfewbere ; he reeiiablilhed the 
king's authority in the Government, and made ufe of it 
to corre^ many abufes, and to begin feveral important 
edablifliments which deferved to be encouraged. The 
population and commerce of Spain were intereile^ in 
them. He made a military reformation, and put the 
army upon a more ufcful and regular footing* He had 
never been more than fecretary to a genera), but had 
^cen enough of armies, to judge of what was nccefiary 
to elbiblilh in them order and difcipline ; this is what 
a tninifter ought to attend to. His duty is to fee that 
troops are well regulated, and in a good ftate, before 
tHe general who is to command is charged with them. 
Alberoni employed himfelf fuccefsfully alfo in the ad- 
oiiniftration and regulation of fii^ancei. . This iateuor 
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arrangement was neceCTury to prepare for the execution 
o£ the great views which he had abroad. Thcfe were 
CO lefi than to make Spain the arbttreft of Europe, to 
infure^hcr Italy, and to give employment enough lo the 

• Emperor, to England and Hulland, (which were then 
called maritime powers) to prevent them from oppoGng 
his defigns. For this purpofe, he formed alliances in 
the north, and even one with the Turks* It unfor- 

.tunately happened, that particular circumftances made 
France an enemy to the duke of Orleans, who was re- 

f^ent. *He carried'ooi wttK ability, audacious, intrigues 
to infttre Philip V, the crown of France in cafe that 
the young king Lewis XV, (hou)d die. But with 
whatever: prudence, fo many great enterprizes were 
formed iind carried on, fome of them crolTcd each other 
in fuch a manner, as to make it impo/Iible that they 
(hould all fucceed. Peace was made between France 
^nd Spain, and Alberoni fell a vidim to it* Be fupport- 
ed the difgrace and perfecution, which were .its fird 
coafcquences, like a great man : In fa£l he was one. 
he faw that he was a vi&im from circum fiances^ and 
not on account of any fault he had committed. His 
deiire had been like that of Richelieu, to ferve his tn af- 
ter ; but time, place, and even his mailer were, very 
different. ' 

Alkroni, at length enjoying tranquillity in Rome, ob- 
tained the legation of Romagna, and difiinguilhed him- 
felt again by undertaking a conqueH for the Pope as 
Temporal Sovereign ; this was the little Republic of 
Sr. Marino, a village £tuated near Rimini,upon an emi- 
nence. The enterprize had all the appearance of a 
parody of the heroic comedies which Alberoni had 
performed in Spain, twenty years before. At leafl this 
com pari fon ought to be applied to him, drawn from 
piquet players^*«*that a ruined gamefter, although abJe, 
condtt£ls himielf in the fame manner when playing at 
fixpence a fifh, as he formerly did when playing for 
guineas a point. 

Since it is agreed, that all the books we have printed 
under the title of Tefiamens politiqu£s^ are nothing but 
hiftorical romances, there could not be a better, than 
the political Teftament of AlbcroniA 

\ Note of the Editor. It has been (ifice publiflied and i* tolerably 

well written. 
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ESSAY XXVIII. 

CHARACTER OF THE PRINCE OF CONDE. 

J. HE great Conde was born with fo flrong a military 
geDiu5, that, by a fort of natural impulfe, 1 will fay al- 
moft in ft in 6b, he ehofe the bed pofts, ranged his troops 
in the «oft advantageous manner, fupported the differ- 
ent bodies of his army by each other, made them attack 
with vigour, fought courageoufly at their head, never 
loft his compofure even in the heat of battle, faw eve* 
ry thini^ which happened, and took advantage of eve- 
ry incident in fuch a manner as not to let the leaft fa- 
vourable one efcape him. This hero in war was but a 
very middling politician at court. He knew not 
how • to a6l opportunely. The honour he had ac« 
quired gave him at firft fome weight ; but his capaci- 
ty being tried in councils and intrigues, he was found 
inferior to his reputation. He was incapable of ap* 
plication and leflexion ; he committed imprudence.*, 
and feveral weakneiTes, and was even frequently guil- 
ty of injuftice* War had hardened his heart, and he 
began rather late to cultivate his mind. If the advan- 
tages of birth had not given him the command of ar- 
mies, whilft he was yet in the fiower of his age ; if the 
time in which he lived had not been full of troubles 
and continual wars, but pacific like our own, his mili* 
tny talents would have been loft, and M, U Prince dc 
Conde would never have borne the furname of Great. 

C^x^^ being made a tool of by the Cardinal Mazarine ' 
aod the Spaniards, into whofe ftates he had been oblig- 
cd to retire, returned to France after the peace of the 
Pyrenees: He found himfelf as great a warrior as 
ever, and it appeared that he had loft none of his mil- 
itary merit. He beat, at Senef, the fame enemies of 
France, at the head of which he had fought Turenne, 
at the battle of Dunes ; this proves more ftrongly, that 
he was born with thofe talents which make great gen- 
erals, and not with fuch as would be ufcful to kfng« in 
their councils, and arc nccclTary to minifters. 
li a 
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ESSAY XXIX. 



CHARACTER OF MARSHAL TURENNE. 



M. 



[• De TurcnrUy of a lefs illuflrious btrth^ an4 whftfe 
reputation in war was not fo brilliaDt as that*'of the 
Prince of Conds\ had, perha|>s upon the whole, as much 
military merit. He placed it in the taoil advantageous 
point of view, becauie his talents were didinguiQied 
and procured him employment* He had, pa^haps, 
others which his extreme modefiy and referved. char* 
a£ker hindered him from making known ; he was 
thought capable of being at the head of a party btcaufe 
he refufed it. But if his military fuperiority waa^baU 
a need by that of M, de Condc\ the qualities of his mind 
were always looked upon to be fuperior to thafeof his 
vlvaU He was as compofed in the cabinet as in the 
Acid ; and this hero in war, was a mild and amiable in- 
dividual in fociety. He did not become a Catholic tiJl 
it was too late to fufpe^l his change of religion, to prcK-. 
cced from motives of ambition or intereft* His -death 
was equally regretted by the foldiers and people ; an 
eulogium which no General had merited (Ince the gloN 
rious ages of the Roman Republic^ and £mpiFe. 
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ESSAY XXX. 



CHARACTER AND MILITARY SERVICES OF THE* 
DUKE OF VENDOME 

J[ HE Duke of Vcndome was born, like the great Con- 
dc, iafpircd with the fcience of war; he hadlhe fame 
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courage, the falme coolncfs m the midft of the grcateft' 
dangers, thfc fame juft and rapid coup d'ail ; but theie 
advantages were counterfa^laticed by great defeats. I 
have never feen him pe'rTonally, but I have had otca* 
lion to fpeak of hitn to fo many military men who had 
fcrved under his command, that I am not decefived in 
what I have juft fa id of him. 

After having ferved as a volunteer under the great 
Conde, as coloiiel and a general officer under Marihat 
Luxemb<^rg, the command of the army was given to* 
him at th«beginning of the war for the Spanifti fuc- 
Gcflion. rtc was fen t info Italy.in 1702, and during 
three or four of the firft campai*ns, he fupported ihe 
honour of the king's arms, ana gained four battles, 
two of tbcm before the defeftion of the Duke of Sa* 
voy, and two sifterwards ; yet he had to do with the 
famous prince Eugene, who underftood the art of war 
better thm any man of the age in which he lived ; 
provided in the beft manner for every thing which 
could happen, knew better thari any body how to fub- 
fiftan army; and conduced it with wifdom, cioolnefs 
and reflexion, into fuch fituations as were capable of 
rendering it the moft ufeful. Af, dtVtndovic wasnot fb 
profound in his defigns, made feWer rene6):ions and 
combmafions in preparing for his operations : He v^as 
too negledbfiil of detail; but in critical and deciGve 
momenta, he awoke, as it weif-e, from a trance ; feemed 
to recal his whole genius ; took meafures equally 
wife and vigorous ; and fliewed more heroifm and 
judgment than even the prince Eugene- would perhaps 
have done in a fimilar lituation. The French folditer^, 
whom he did not fubjeft to too fevere a difcipline, had 
fo much confidence in his meafures, that ihey would 
have riiked every thing to have withdrawn him from 
any difageeable fituation into which he might have fal- 
len. They feared nothing when they faw him at their 
head ; and were perfuaded that to go into battle under 
His command was to be led on to glory. It is general- 
ly believed, that a perfidious policy recalled him from 
Piedmont, and fent him into Flanders ; and that when 
there he had not time enough to repair the faults' 
V'hich the Marfiial Villeroy had committed. He was 
iifterwards fent into Spain, without any body to fee- 
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ond hisii without an army or any kind of fuccour ; but 
his name and reputation, added to the former cond- 
dence of the French who had ferved under him fomc 
years before, made up every deficiency: He. recon- 
ouded Philip V, almoft driven from his polTeflioDS, to 
Madrid ; purfued the enemies, forced them to evacu- 
ate Spain, and retire into Portugal. This was the fruit 
of the famous battle of Villa Viciofa, in 1710. Gov. 
ered with glory, (which feemed to fcek him rather tharir 
he to run after it) with honours, which hq thought 
faimfelf, as he really waf, fuperior to, and with riches- 
which he negle£bed and defpifed, he died at Vinaros in 
Catalonia, of an indigeflion, a kind of death which 
appears little worthy of one of the grc:atell and moO: 
able generals of the age, but which anfwered otherwifc 
well enough to his private life ; for it muft be agreed 
that this made a great contrad with his military otic. 
His chara6ler was mild and beneficent ; he was a 
firanger to envy, hatred and revenge ; he prided him- 
fclf in thus refembling Henry IV, he was neither 
haughty, vain nor oHentatious ; and fully perfuaded 
that nobody could have a defire to be wanting in ref- 
peGt to him ; eiFe£lively, he never had reafon to think 
to the contrary. The princes of the blood only could dif- 
putc with hin^in France the fuperiority of rank, and he 
never had the leall difference about it but with them t 
And even thefe, were always terminated in the moll 
honourable and becoming manner. 

Such was the Duke of Vendome^ confidered in the mofl 
favourable light. Let us at pre fen t examine what he 
was, according to other Memoirs, perhaps as faithful, ^ 
in a lefs advantageous point of view. He was of a 
middling fize, andhada vigorous conditution ; his fig. . 
ure and air were noble, his look and converfation 
graceful: He had great natural fenfe, which was but 
little cultivated ; he was even profoundly ignorant in^ 
the art of war, which he had never itudied or reflefled 
upon ; brave even to intrepidity, daring when he 
could get the better of his indolence ; he was general- 
ly fuccefsful by what may be called an eiFc& of his 
happy ilar; he knew as 'much of the world and the 
court as he did of war, and in the fame manner, by 
routine, and without any regular principles ; notwith- 
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Handing this, he pleafed every body, though be was 
no courtier, except to the king alone ; and be made all 
the reft perceive that hi was the fon of Heniy IV, 
and that he ought not to cede, except to the legitimate 
defcendants of that monarch* This kind of vanity 
pleafed Lewis XIV, who having, like his grandfather, 
natural children, wiQied to make them equal to the 
princes of the blood. The Duke of Vendome was not 
exceflively polite, and was referved with thofe whom 
he thought capable of oppodng him ; but he afFefted 
to be familiar and popular with the lowed rank of of- 
ficers, with the foldiers, and thofe of his fervants, 
whom he believed incapable of abufinjg his goodneff. 
Obftinate and inaccelFible to the counfels and repre- 
fentation^ of thofe who would have been attended to 
by any other man ; he fuffered himfclf to be governed 
by fuch only as were extravagant in their praifcs of 
him, and in their admiration and refpeft for his perfon 
and qualities. As foon as it was perceived in the ar- 
my that this was the means to obtain his confidence, 
there were found in the mod diftinguilhed military 
rank, men bafe enough to flatter his weaknefTes, in 
hopes that he would put them in a fiuation to make 
their fortunes. He carried, particularly in the decline 
of life, libertinifm, (Hovenlinefs and indolence to fo 
great an excefs, that it is inconceivable thefe deFe£t5 
were not more prejudicial to him. In the midfl of the 
court of Lewis XIV, (ometimes a gallant, fometimeS a 
devotee, he made no fecret.of his moft indecent and 
culpable pleafures;'and Lewis XIV, dared not re-* 
proach him upon a kind of debauch, which, during 
the whole time of his reign, would have ruined any 
other fubjcft. Every thing, which the court of Ver^- 
failles would have blufhed at, was openly braved in 
the little court of Axlet. Thofe who (erted under him 
in his Italian campaign have aiTured me, that be had 
by mere indolence miffed more than twenty times the 
fineft opportunities of beatfng the enemy ; and that h^ 
had by negligence as frequently expofed his army to 
be deftroyed : But happily thofe who commanded th^ 
wings and in the rear, were more attentive and Tigi^ 
lant. 
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Every body has heard talk of the cool of the morrt- 
iDg of Af. dt Vcndorn,".^ an cxpreflion which is fbill made 
ufc of to dercribe a march made in the heat of the 
A^y : This comes from the cuftom M, dt Vendome had, 
of announcing in the evening, that he would march 
very early the next morning; but when the moment 
indicated for departure arrived, he Jay fo long in bed, 
that it was generally noon before he was in motion ; 
the warmefl climates and feafons made no difference in 
this refpcft. 

The grcaleft advantage he had over prince Eugene, 
was in defeating his calculations, by making none him- 
felf. Ashe never took his departure from any place 
at the time he had prcvioufly fixed upon, no fpy cOruld 
give intelligence of his motions. He held no councils 
with his general oIHcers, fo that nobody ever knew 
what he meant to do; he began a campaign without 
any fettled plan, and gave himfelf but little trouble 
about thofe lent him by the court ; therefore his de- 
iigns might well be faid to be impenetrable* His au- 
dacity and penetration in great operations repaired 
all his faults. It was only in the campaign he m^d^ 
in Flanders in 17G8, where he had under his command 
the duke of Burgundy, prefumptivc heir to the crown, 
that his obflinacy in not taking every poOible advant- 
age, made him lofe a battle, and all the fruit of a cam- 
paign which might have been happily terminated. 
The French army was encamped near Oudcnarde ; 
it was eafy to take polleflion of that place, which was 
badly fortified, and to cut off all fupplies from the ene« 
my; but to effe£l this, it was neceHary to anticipate 
them, before they would perceive it was poflible la 
diflrefs them. A/, di Vendome was frequently advcrti f- 
ed of this, but as it did not come from thofe, who by 
their meannefs had gained his confidence, he took no 
notice of what was faid to him upon the fubjeft. 

Marlborough, who commanded the enemies' avmy, 
/oon faw that M. dc Vendome had Only his motion to 
make, and that it was neceffary to oppofe him. But 
he could not approach Oudenarde, without making a 
confiderable circuit, and he might arrive there too late 
for his purpofe : The duke of Burgundy went hin>felf 
to prevail upon M. de Vendome to a£k without delay ; 
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he could not nurke hhn fhake o^ his indoletfce, not 
perfuade him to quit the pUce he was in. Finallyi M« 
lie Biron, lieutenant genera), who commanded a corps 
is refirve, fent word, that the enemy approached, and 
went bimfelf to confirm this advice* Id, de Vendome 
refufcd obftinately for fbme time to beliieve it : At 
length M. de Biron ran to his corps, and put himfelf 
in the bed poflible polture of defence. The general 
had permitted him to do this upon condition only, that 
the enemy was nearxharging. The order was impru" 
dent enough, but Biron was obliged to execute it ; for 
the engagement begaa immediately between his advan- 
ced rods ai>d the enemy which came to reconnoitre 
them* Marlborough reinforced thofe who had begun 
the attack, and Btron did the fame to his advanced 
polls, it became necelTary for M. de Vendome io march, 
and it was in this manner that the battle of Oudenarde 
began. Not with {landing the valour of the French 
troops, the e£Forts of the king's guards and the perfonal 
bravery of the duke of Burgundy, the ground not being 
favourable, becaufe it had not been chofen, neither 
were the manoeuvres prepared, the fuccefs was not ad- 
vantageous to us. Some troops were neceffarily facri- 
ficed to favour the retreat of the army, which was made 
to Ghent. The duke of Burgundy did not remain in 
that city, but retired with the head of the army, behind 
the canal of Bruges. M^ de Vlnit^^e^ on the contrary. 
Hopped at Ghent to repofe himfcff^gfter the fatigues of 
a day, whereon he had given greatcfpiroofs of bravery, 
than of judgment. As foon as the duke of Burgundy 
was fixed in his general quarters, he wrote to the king, 
informing his Majelly o\ what had paiTed ; but he was 
delicate in what he ^id about the duke of Vendome^ 
knowing that the king loved him ; Af. de Vendome wrote 
alfo, and afTured the king that he hsd gained the battle, 
and that if his fuccefs had not been complete, it was 
not his fault. Lewis XIV, was plcafcd to believe him, 
although France and all Europe were informed to the 
contrary. M, df Vendome did not lofe the favour of his 
mafter which he ought to have done ; on the contrary, 
the king believed that the duke of Burguhdy would 
never make a good officer, and that it was ufclefs to 
continue to fend him to the armr. If he judged by 
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what.paffcd before, aad at the baitle of Oudenarde, th is 
great^mooarch was deceived. The (iege of Lillo» which 
th« enemies undertook, the following year, proved 
elearly w>h«t wa& the coofequeDee of the. lofs of that 
battle : Nevertbelefs, M. dt Vtndimt was fent the next 
yoar to fave Spaia ; aad whole prefence alone procured 
»n army, which regained Philip Vj his eapital, beat the 
e^emy at Villa Viciofa, and gave the young king the 
mod magnificent bed^ which was ever prepared for a 
fovereign^ being compofed of the enfigns of his ene- 
mies { \\3^ it was only necefTary to excite the entfau{i« 
af^ipf the Spaniards and of the French who were in 
Spain* Tbe name of Vtndomt had this e£Fed:« ^His 
r^putalipn^ juflly or .unju illy merited, frightened Star- 
emberg^ and Stanhope, a^od his. daring chara&er and de- 
termined bravery did. the reft. Yet his end, which is 
fo brilliant in hillory, was, melancholy and unhappy* 
After having pafTed the year 1711, in triumphing over 
the enemies of Philip V| he had no fooner received at 
Madrid sill the- honours which. this king could confer 
ujion his Uberatof«-*the title of Htghne(s-«-the preem- 
inence over ail the Grandees of Spain;-*-in ihort,. all 
the diftin&ions formerly enjoyed by the famous Don 
Juan of AuAria, than hq gcew. tized of this Spaniih 
greatilefa.s and leaving the. court of Madrid, and the 
Qondu^ of the army to his lieutenant generals, he re- 
tired to a burgh of Catalonia, called Vinaros ; fur- 
rounded there by a fmali circle of flatterers and ddniu^ 
chtes^ he gave himrelf up to that kind of voluptuoufnefs 
which was fo agreeable to him. He glutted himfelf 
with fi{h^ which* he was extravagantly fond of ; wheth- 
er it were good or bad^ well or ill dreHed, it was the 
fame thing to him ; he drank thick bodied and heady 
wine ; and at length brought on a kind, of indigedion. 
or rather an illnefs, the confequence of repeated indi- 
geiiions^ which might undoubtedly have been cared by 
diet and exercife. His diforder wa§ treated in quite a 
contrary manner ; and he had very (oon no hopes left 
of being redored. The moft honeft of his courtiers then 
abandoned him ; others took his furniture and equi- 
page ; and it is afTerted, that feeing, a fewmomenu be- 
fore he expired, fome of his under valets ready to take 
avMiy and divide his bedclothes, he afked them as a 
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hvoiiT to permit him to draw his lad breath in his bed* 
•«->Hewas only fiftyeight years of age when he died* 
The Princefs det Urfins, who had at that time the 
greateft inAuence with the king Of SpatB| got orders 
for his hody to be laid in the Hoyal Tomb of the £lcu<- 
rial. The moll elegant f uneral^oratiorts were delivered 
in honour Of him, both in -France and Spain. Thefo 
have ferved to deceive pofterity with refpe6l to his 
real chamber ; «nd no hidorian whom 1 have heard of 
has yet given hitnfelf the trouble to undeceive -it. 

1 have heard feveral anecdotes, related by perfons 
who lived with Af. dt Vendtme^ of his cynical flovenli* 
ncfs, and which are of fo fingular a nature, t-hat 1 
would mention them if they were not more difgufling 
than ridiculous. It was by applauding his •filth inefs^ 
that the cardinal Atberoni mado his fortune : So true it 
is that men focceed in this by every ^kind of means^aod 
the Italian priefts and monks are not Scrupulous about 
any. 

The duke of Vtndomt had a younger brother^ who 
pofTefled all his good qualities and his defeats, but in a 
iefs proportion. 'On this account he has acquired lefs 
honour, and his memory will be lefs revered by pofteri- 
ty. But M. le grand Prior of Vendcme^ was fuiferable 
in the world and m private fociety ; he was even look- 
ed upon, towards the end of his life, as an amiable vo- 
luptuary ; and he died at the age of feventytwo years* 
belovea and regretted by men of fenfe, who were fond 
of his company, und pleafed with the friendly recep- 
tion they ufually met with from him in his houfe. I 
have frequently feen him at the temple ; fome of my 
friends were intimately acquainted with him, and I 
Irnow others of hisaffociates who are of the moftTefped** 
able charafters : On the contrary, if the duke of Ven* 
dome had lived to a greater age, and had peace been 
tnid^ his talents, or leather his good fortune io war* 
would have become ufelefs to the ftate ^ his debauched 
and difgufting manner of livingi would at length have 
rendered him contemptiblo in the eyes of every honeil 
man ; and as great as he was by birth and military re- 
nown, nobody would have atfoCiated with him* 

The grand Prior ferved in Candia againft the Turks* 
«rttfa his uncle the duke of Betufort| fo much known 
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at tiie time of the Froi^dciy' and who Unoixi^ted i>y that 
expedition hi$ tempciiuous life« It was a &ae apprea- 
ticefhip for.a knight of Malta* This campaign faved 
him one caravan : He was, flill yoiiiig when, he made 
it, but feventeea years of age ; andiboa a/ter hi;i return 
to France, he followed Lewia XIV, to the conqueft of 
Holland 4 and diftinguiflied himfelf ai the pa(fag#of 
the Rhinci and in the campaigns of th^ two Ipllpwing 
wars, one of which y^jtB terminated' by the pea^e of 
Nimeguen, and the ottier by that of Ry fwick, He.rwas 
wounded at the battle of Marleilles, and made lieuten* 
ant general in 1693. He ferved with his brother, and 
fometimea under him^ but never ^fter the year 1705. 
He Ihewed the fame bravei&y as his eld^r brotber-7»the 
fame military taienu ; perhaps tlie^r wes^^ greater, be- 
caufe he was lefa opinionated and indolent^ He waa 
not commander in.chief, confequenily tbe^ fuccelTea of 
his brother did not contribute to his repuUtion : But 
ivho knows what part he had in thefe, and that if his 
advice had been followed, the duke of Ken^(»ne would 
not have gained more honour ? The libertinifm of the 
grand Prior, was not kfs exceiTive than that of the duke, 
although it was, in certain rerpe£^s, more decent. His 
pleafures kept hiin from his duty, and from being at 
the battle of Cailano in j^o^* He wa^ difgraced oi;i ac- 
count of hisnegle^ ; after which he retired to Roinc> 
and fpent fome years is travelling in Italy. The king 
was determined to deprive him of his benefiGeSf but he 
rcfignedtbem to fave appeai;anceS| and a pcaHpn was 
granted "him j«-^H^ng..ut%happily been made prifon-er 
by the Impcrialifts in croi&ng the country of the Gri- 
fons, he could not retarn.to France before <7i», the 
fame year -in which his brothar died in Spain. It ia 
poHible that the fault. he had eoipmiued Gik or feven 
years before, might have (pared hjm a -^reat deal <>{ 
mortification and embarradment.i ^i lea&r.l^ was not a 
Witnefs to the campaign of ^* r,7e(S, wherein Uf j^rother 
behaved Jo ill, nor to his. miterable dcatb. at Vinaros, 
He forvivedhtm fifteen. «yftars, and.^as the laft of- the 
houfe of Vcndomc i but bc.bad.rr^eciv^ the order of 
Malta. His brother majrj'.ted>aiPrjncer> of^ C^ctpde^^but 
Aot -being daulcd -with the h<M%our> of,.tl|U,,a(l/a4ce, he 
-took no means to give n&pbews to t)\e^gr&at.jCcnde, 
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nor to perpetuate the illegitinlate rite of* Henry IV. 
The gtaml Prior, fo^ hiii part, thought of nothing but 
enjoying, like a tfu^ epicurean, the encreafe df his for- 
tune. Neverthelefs he made in 1715, once more, a 
truce with his pleafurcs, to fly to fuccour Malta, which 
was threatened with ah invafion by the Turks ; he was 
declared GeneraiiifimQ of the forces of his order. This 
is the only time he had fuch a title, and that he was 
commander i;i chief. Malta was not befieged, and the 
grand Prior returned to his delicious retreat of the 
temple, wh«re.hc'dfed in j7»7» He had, like his broth- 
er, good natural fenfe, and few advantages of education ; 
but he made a better ufe of his wit than the duke did, 
and fometimes challenged in verfe, the Abbe de Chau- 
lieu and the Marquis de la Fat^. I never knew the 
latter, who died in 1712 ; but I have fometimes con- 
vcrfed with the Abbe de Chaulieu, who died irf the 
year 1720^ eighty feven years of age. I faw him at the 
court of the Duchcfs of Maine, 'where he was in love 
^^ith Mademoi Telle Launay, her femme de chatnbre, at 
prefent her companion, under the name of fiarooefs of 
Staal, fhc-died in 17 50. The Abbe de Chaulieu was 
deeply fmitten with her, aUhough blind 5 and certainly 
Madame de Staalwas very well calculated to infpire 
fuch a pallion, for (he was neither handfome nor defir- 
sblc, but was well recompenfed by her wit and under- 
/landing. Voltaire, whom we formerly called Arouet, 
Was of the grand Prior of Vcndome*s focicty ; and from 
^nat time, I always heard him call this prince his fong- 
^aking.highDcfs, with the fame tone of cafe he always 
« ifumed with men of rank. 

The grand Prior was for a long lime in love with 
Mademoireile Rochois, a famous adlrefs at the Opera ; 
^nd this paflloJi did him honour, .compared with that 
'i id of acbauch adopted by his brother, he appeared 
decent alfo, if oppofed to the Duk% ; yet there was a 
i:ood deal of negligence in hrs drcfs, efpecially in the 
'feline of his life. He took a great deal of Spanifii 
nufF, and had the bed it was poflible to procure : His 
only ffiuff box was a pocket lined with leather, dedin- 
'd to that ufe, into which , he put his hand, and be- 
'^cared his-no/c with the fnuff he took out. A great 
S^aniity fell upon his clothes, with which they were 
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always^difguftingly covered ; it is faidf that his valets 
de chanbre made great proEts by fcrapinf off this faufF; 
puuiag it into leaden boxesi apd>felluig..u as newly, ari- 
rived. froa^ Spain.. 
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M6M0IR OF THE MARQyiS BEI^LEISLE.. 



w. 



£ have at prefent in France, a man advAitctng' 
rapidly towards a moft brilliant fortune, who,, on be- 
ginning the world had' every thing again ft' htm, but 
whofe happy ftars have furmoanted all obftacles. The 
oftentatious device, which his grandfather, M. Fouqiaet,. 
took, feiajr be applied to him ; a fqutrrel cUmbiog a 
globe with thele latin words : Wm fum^ afundtt ? 
Whither will he not climb ?' The Tuperintendant foon 
faw his pretenfions vanifh : The fiiccefs of this man 
appears to be more certain ; nobody can be more aitea* I 
live and induftrious than he is in every thing, he un* 
(lerukef. His conduCtwtll be better appreciated,, or 
rather the favours of his prote&ing Deity, when it isij 
known from whence he is originated. His father waM 
fecond fon to the^ Superintendant, and born after thej 
difgrace of this mini (ten The hatred with which ColJ 
bert had infpired Lewis XIV, againft the name of FouJ 
quet,. |>revented the Marauis of BcUdJU from becoming 
any thing. Yet he fouad means to marry a woman cf 
falhion, who, in truth, was without fortune : She was 
of the houfe of Levis, fifter to the duke of that name. 
Her family was difpleafed with Heron account of hci 
marriage, and was a long time without feeing her ; tho 
new n^arried couple went to live with the biihop o^ 
Agde, younger brother to the Superintendant in dif-j 

?r|^e* This prelate was a ^reat refource to hia fami- 
^ 
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It was tp this kiad of retreat that the prefent Mar- 
quis of ^(f/Z«7Ze, his brother, called the Chevalier, and 
Icveral fiftefs yfcir/c born. At the death of the biihop 
of A^dc, it was ncccflTary for Mon/ieur and Madame de 
BcUdJle to returh to ParU, to ^h^e good Madame Fou- 
quct, widow of the Superintcndant, whole charity was 
lo univcrral, that (he^vi^ looked on as a faint. She 
died arid }eR Monjituf '^^j^ Madame dc BcllciJUc in very 
narrow circumCiances*. .The Illand of BelleiJU^ , from 
whence the Marquis took' bis name, was very poor 
land, produced bpt a fmall revenue, ^nd even that may 
be taid to be feq^e(lrated in the hands of the king, who 
had agarrifon there.— However the prefent Marquis 
has fouiid means io reap ^reat advantages from his pof- 
fc (lion, or rather from. liis prc.tenfions to. that ifland. 
He was at Hrfl deflin^d.to the profeflion of arms, but 
certainly he^ coul^ not begin tha^t c?recr with the fame 
advantages as men o/ quality qa: However he found 
refour<:6S,*in the najne of his.piotheV, and in the credit 
of his Bj'atVrnal.ri^tatipris.-^He obtained^ a regiment of 
dragoons, ferved in Ihe arrhy of Flanders, and was in 
Liflc when it was bcfieged Bv tHe enemies, and defend- 
ed by i^'e Mar (h^l de ^oufflers-i-He attached himfelf 
to ^his generaT, and was fortunate enough to pleafe 
him,' l^cT9on, became, necefTary to him, and having 
bcch/wpunded, tKc^n^arfliaXpbfained for kim the rank 
of b^Fgadicr, in preference to otbcrs who applied foj:it, 
among whom was the' Marquis of "Maillcbois, fon to M. 
dc Pcfaiarct?, comptroller general of the finances^ and 
uephcw tp Cofbert, This was the firftviftory which 
the Jamjly of Fouquct obtained over that of Colbert, 
after the difgrace' of tlxc Siipenntendant, . At length, 
being cpntihuany protcfted by the Marfh'al deBouffler^ 
he waif prbipqied eydn. bef6rc the* death of Lewis XIV, 
to tfe place ^pt Mifire di C&^pf general of dragoons^ 
whictf was'it)ic btjca of ambition i;i fomt of the • firft 
men of the' court, after the death of the king, 3f, de 
BcLUiJle *c6ndu£l:cd ^hiinfelf, durifig the whole courfe of 
the regency, with inconceivable propriety and addrefs, 
never^ling (ight^for an ihftant, of the objeft of his ara- 
bitiqnfari^ fortunV,' 'He.wa^tvell with every body in 
the liihc fc-'f tjl-Odble' andjiftion, ind made himfelf iifdful 
to.aif parties. I haVc fctn'hjln make his t:burt to int 
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fatheri and gain his good graces. He was not deceived 
by the fyftem of Mr. Law ; nor did he embark in it 
like many others who hoped; at Erft, to draw tbere^^ 
from Immenfe riches, hut who were in the end rained. 
After the overthrow of this adventurer and his (yftemy 
M, dt BtUciJlc reaped the fruit of his prudence. 

During the little Spant{h war oIF 1719, he (hewed 
great z^Tfor the regent^ again ft a king who wasgVand^ 
Ton to Lewis XIV, and hi&zeal made him Marechal 
de Camp, and governor of HuAninguen. He cofifrtb* 
uted to determine the regent to g;ive the title of 6rft 
mtnifterto the Cardinal Dubois ; but dfeath deprived 
him of this perfonage, who wasother^ife incapable of 
the Icafl gratitude for his good (cr vices. M. le Blanc 
was Secretary at war, wfthout (Upport or Qounfel \ M» 
de Belieiflc made him mafter ot his mind and his de-^ 
partment ; the death of the Duke of OVleans, at length, 
checked his career. The Duke of Bourbon, took up- 
on himfelf the prekierfhip, without AT. dt BtUdJli*% 
being able to feiae the moment and- means to prevent 
himi. M. le 6lanc Wiis arrelied ; govern met was dc-^ 
termined to profecute him ; M. de BelieiJU was him-^ 
felf confined to tht Baftild. He was exiled the year 
following, and perfecuted during the whole adminiftrai* 
tion of the Diike, by perfons whofe bcff friend lie is at 
prefent. At Icncih the Duke Was difptaced, and the 
enemies of Af, ae J^dUiftt imprifoned and exiled, in 
their turn. The Cardinal Fleury c«me into place j he 
liad been the intimate friend of the Duchefs of Levis, 
aunt to ^* ^ BelUtfle^ who made vXe of this ^o\d con- 
ne^ioA to gain the conHdence o( the n^w fit(ft miniUcr. 
He fttcce^dcd in his attempt : y[, Ic 3.1anc was reflored 
to his phcc, and M. df J5ffe^< continued to enjoy 
tbc£rc4tefi c;rcdit until the death' <rf the Secretary of 
flate. Be faw that it was impoITit^lc to have the fame 
influence under bis fuccclTor, and ihit,,on this accd^nt, 
Ihe hell thing he coqld do would be to fcrvc in the 
war. lie was made Lieutenant General, and cora-r 
mandcr of Mctz and the Evcchcs, or biijiopricks : He 
made a great difpUy of the advantageous ^rn»n|ementa 
undertal^en for the ftatc in his.ncw pommand, , At the 
beginning pf the war, l^e pofleficd bimrclf pf Treves, 
V^hich is aa opep city. He rpoktin great tcrnis on'ihq 
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utility of thisconqucft : That of PhiHiplburgh was not 
due to him, although he fcrvcd well at the licgc, * He^ 
was created Charaktr 4^s ordres du Rot in 1735, and 
fronr that moment the cardinal took his advice upon 
the concIuSon of the peace.-— This old man thought 
perhaps, that he was oblii^ed to htm for having ac- 
quired Lorrarn, becaufc M. de, BelUiJlc infixed upon 
the importaQcc of this acquilition propofed by others* 
May it pleafe heaven, that after having apf>lauded a 
good refolution, he may not hereafter make hrm take a 
worfe! However this may be, there is every appear* 
ance (hat the fortune of if. dt BcUciJlc will not remain 
ia itt prefetit (itaat4on» Although he has fcarccly done 
any thing but intrigue* he i^ thought very capable of 
being a great general and a* great miaifter : It will be 
neccfTary to examine this matter. 

He is tull and thin; his eonftitution has always ap- 
peared to be delicate, his ftomach weak« his heart af- 
fefted, (ince the wound he received at the fiege of 
Lifle. He appears obliged to be exceedingly careful of 
his health, which he really is, to as great a degree as is 
poIEble; hu% as foon as he fech himfclf animated by 
the defire of acquiring glory, and of infuring fuccefs to 
a plan of ambition or intrigue, the a6livity of his mind 
gives him ilrength which the weaknefs of his body re- 
fufes : He is continually at bufinefs, fleeps but little, 
and tires the moft indefatigable of his fecretarie?, die* 
tating to feveral at a time.-*ln a word, he is like fire, 
he devours evcrjrthing and refids every thing ; he car- 
ries on feveral intrigues at the fame time, never lofes 
light of one of his threads, and takes care that they do 
notcrofs each other. In an age where ftri£^ probity, 
real merif, and wife and folid views are not the beft 
recommendations, a man who knows how to ufe at 
once docility and alTurance, cannot fail of fucceedi^g. 
A proof that his ideas are neither enlightened tkof real- 
ly great, it, that his ftile is w^ak ifitdf bwanimate^!, thW he 
neither writes corrcftly nor forcibly, and has no elo- 
quence even in fpeaking ; but he always appears to be 
Cjcrtain of fuccefs, he never hefitates in giving affur- 
ances of it ; and he perfuades the more on account of 
its being believed that he ufes no art in doing it. He 
makes that which he has done, appear to greater ad^ 

1 
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vantage than that which liemeanito do v tkofc who 
follow his advice, -if they receive benefit from it,,think. 
thcmfclvs obliged to him.^, if the. .contrary be the cafe, 
they blame themfclvcs only. \ U M*Uc BtlU /^^ mould 
\^ charged with a great admin^ftration, it may be ,fcar- 

' cd, that his^cxceflivc love of detail^ jin.dof^, every kind 
of proje^ will induce him to adopt many planis which, 
he will .not be able to execute fully:; . dnd* th?It he will 
^cvcr have time dnough to make a tc form... Ho.wiil 
certainly 6e fond of adventurers, being a little (o him- 

• fQlf; and will never (iiilirj^uifti thofc who^migl^t be 
really ufeful to him. . ,\' : . -r', % ' • 

, M» de BdUiJlc married, 1111729, a rjdy of thc^ houfe 
of £ethune,*well made, beauiihil qnbugli, and fuch a 
one a$ is neceffary for^a man like hini;/fhc. \va^ fojne- 
times a coquette, with a great dcarofart* addj.els and 
decency; at others a devotee, always cajoling without 
mcanncfs, and fcnfible withogf pretenfidn j *Her hufb- 
tand who knows equally her virtues and, defe£ls,'ihew8 
a great attachment to her;, and effcaivciy, liav^ing no 
^other paffion than ambition, he has no ojther miftrefs 
than his wife who fecondi bis views* Thq qoquetr)' of 
the wife, and the ambition of the hufband equally fuc- 
.'cecd, becaufe they flow from their natural fource^ and 
-Goftuothing to thofc who employ thero^ ^ '.. 
' The C^ec^Vr ^f ^e//er^(?,. brother to^ the'*!Count, has, 
according to. people who have been a good deal in 
the company of them both, more folid and extenGve 
views in his plans than his brother; but he has lefs 

- ycomplaifance, is lefs docile, and pofTeHes fewer means 
^of pleafiog : H«f has perhaps more knowledge of the 
art of. war, of policy and adminiflration,' but he. does 

. .not k-iiow.ib well how to ealiaiicei the value. of his 
,.tj)Q|ights «;id aflions. Ambliion is common. to them 
.botjif aod the .chevalier is modeil enough. to appropji- 
.a|c t<^,}>^iDfel|, ,n,c> m9re pf the .honoiir^prgt^it. t|i(;c^e«, 
.th$y[>^wkat^beipngs ^.^ jrouiig^r Jbrotlier; tfit it.U (Up- 
pofed, that being always hid. behind his brother, he is 
of great ufe to him, and that hp will feve^ely feel his 
lofsj if he fhould die before him. The cb.evalicr writes 
the memoirs of the cfiint, re6liHes, his plan;, and pre- 
fides over his domeftic^aifairs ; they enjoy in their fam- 
ily affairs, every thing in common. The. chevalier 
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Having better {^CJilth tkan hit brother, gives himielf up 
nore lo pleafure ; but he does not on thi« icceunt Wc 
fighty.for a momei^t, of their common ambition and po» 
Iitical intrigues. 

The beftthingt which the two bVotheuhaye done,. is- 
the exchange of the miferahle Ifland of BcUeijU^ fpt 
the CamU of Gifors, that of Vernon,. and the forefl: o£. 
L.yons and Audelis. M. de BcUdJU has a fon, born in 
^7Z^ * if ^c lives he will be as great a man as his fath^ 
er and grandfather would have been, if M« Foucjuet 
had died in place^ with as , much -power as Cardinal 
Mazarine had« 
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RESPECTIVE EXCELLENCIES OF GENIUS ANBT 
JUDQMSNT IN BUSINESS, 



V 1 VACITY of thought is. volgariy called wit. It 
is but too frequently judged that men of dull, and 
rather heavy fenfe,, and who/ have not a brilliant and 
•afy flow of words are fools }. this is certainly a miftak- 
en notion. To be a man of wit, is to have juft ideas, 
and fooner or later^ to apply them rationally. To be a 
fool, is to be incapable of judging ; the inconliderato 
judge precipitately, and are deceived for want of te« 
fle&ion and attenUonip 

Setting out from thefe definitions, the fierception of 
» man of great feafe is equally quick and juft. A man 
of genius has fomething more; he rifes above that 
which is fubmiued to the ordinary judgment of men ; 
he is full of imagination, has great torefight, is inven* 
five without exceeding probability, becaufe he never 
departs from a certain bafis, which bafis is fentiment 
ma fcafon. None but fools foar imprudently, and ae 
the rilk of every thing. A man of genius fctaea iwm 
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mediately an idea, and carrie* it at far as poffible* A 
man of goad fenfe talcet his refolutioti aft^r ferious re- 
fie^lton ; but* nothing i» vrorfe than to be incdffantly 
undetermined. * 

In thecburfe of ordinary aiFairry tbere is » eerfain 
(l^Wnefs of decifibn, the ufe of which is admirable, be* 
caufe it feems'^o put men who are not above mcdiocri- 
ty^ upon- a lerel with thofc of the greated^biiktea. 1- 
hav€ fe<!:n adminlftrators and mttiiHers who hadthts 
kind of tne^itoniy, fuccfefJd*perfefcUy, and for a con(id« 
trable length 6f tiove. But if they had great kind un- 
forefeen difficuhia^ to encounter, they would not {Per- 
haps have acquitted themfelves much to their honour* 
Thefe men ought, on entering^into place, to inftii into 
themfelves well aQt^rQV.ed principles ; and after hav- 
ing confulted perfohi capable of furnifhing them with 
fuch, to abide by, and firmly to look upon them as their 
compafs ; yet^ fome exceptions mull neceflarily be 
made, for there is no generar rule without them. 
A man of an enlightened mind, fees immediately where 
they lie ; but however g^eat his fenfe and genius may 
be, he can nevei* difpeufe with fundamental princi- 
ple?. 

The beil, in matters of adminiftration, are thofe 
which have been adopted in councils, and made ufie of 
for a length of time ; bccaufe they are the fri/itqf the 
reflexions • and experience of a great nutnber of peo- 
ple and that perfonal jntereds and conGderationa bftve 
lefs infioonce therein, tiiaa: in* thofe which have been 
formed by an individual. 

. But every man, in whatever place he. may be, oUght 
to^ lay down certain rules for hit iprivate condo& ; 
with refpe£b to thefe, they fhoold be.rcile£bed'upon in 
retirement, and perhaps the befl way itjAOt tOiConfuU 
Kny body about u&cm. . \ 

It n6 not only neceiTary to deviate at certain times 
frodi the beft principles, but ini the.i&nd, they muft be 
abandoned) or at leail modified* fMany things become 
worfeby ufe, but thofe who manage prudently tiirow 
nothing away, without /being ^rfiJkFuped, that no far- 
ther ufe can be niade of it. . L i.M ' '..:-, 
• It will not be difHouh for me to %\i^a exampkaof 
ihc, different kinds »f abilities, i have^juft beca'ipetk* 
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ing o£» and of /miniflers in whom I b^^e obferved 
them ;.I will dq this prcfently* In the mean time, let 
us reafon a little upon the manner by which men {n 
place oughjt to a£i> io as to be equal to the numerous 
objc^ cbimoitted to tlieir care, in a kingdom fo extcn- 
five as that of France, 

When meJi have occupations of too uniform and mo- 
notonous a kind, relaxation is absolutely necefTary, if 
not by real amufements, at leafl by varying their em- 
ployment: Magiftratcs a^ply themfelves at intervals, 
crpecially in. thpii* vacations, to literature, or to their* 
domcftic affairs ; miniflers who have bufiners every . 
day in the^year, b^t of'difFerent kinds,. relax their 
minds by pauin^ from Qnc thing to another* A detail 
which would be fatiguing of itfelf, is enlivened by a- 
nother with which it is conne6led« It.isfaid that 
Cardinal Richelieu applied tp buithefs no more than 
fix hours a da^ ;• the rel^ of his time was taken up by 
giviofl; audiences which were npt all equally ferious 
and (irefomej lay intrigues> and Hnajly by pleafures, 
for the great Cardinal partook of them, I imagine, that, 
independently of Marion de Lorine, and the Abbe de 
Bois Robert, the compofitioi) of his theatrical pieces, 
and his rivality with Corneille, were real amufcmcnts 
to him : How could he have looked upon them other- 
wife? 

The learned Abbe de Longuerue, with whom I have 
been a good deal acquainted, amufed himfelf in the 
middle of his library, without deviating from* his 
Tearch after knowledge. He has frequently told me, 
that he took up one , book .after another, and varied his 
^udies; that it was in ihis manner, having a flrong 
niemory and great facility, in reducing to order what 
he read, he bad learned a great deal without fatiguing 
himfelf. This facrlity becomes habitual ; we perceive 
that we are infenfibly become more learned tnan oth- 
ers. We gain a kind of confidence in our own knowl- 
edge, which leads to pronounce upon every thing 
which prcfcnts itfelf "/and when this decifive manner 
is not carried to impertinence and pedantry, others ^c- 
cudom thcmfelves to believe you, acknowledge your 
J Jpcrjprity, and leave you lo engrofs the whole conver- 
auoQ. Weallow men their erudition, when they ate 
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not overbearing ; and their extendve knowledge When 
*they attribute it to membry only, and not to a roperior- 
ity of underllanding : But a man of projeds, wnodif* 
jplays them, and fays publickly, that they are fuperior 
to all that have ever been invented, and who will take 
to htrnfelf the honour of the greatell difcovcries, is 
commonly looked upon as a quack, who wifhes to fell 
Ibis drugs ; but no purchaiers are found ; for men 
would fear being poiibned if they tafied them. 

Minute exa&itude anid punduality are virtues of the 
Tecond order | but it becomes mode ft people to obierve 
them. There are even cafes, from which if we deviate, 
we (hould appear to infult thofe who are dependent 
upon us. It feems that we are laving fnares, by requir- 
ing them to obferve rules which we do not ourfelves 
follow. We bring upon us their hatred^ and perhaps 
make them doubt of our capacity ; for people who 
liave no other merit than that of induftry, think it a 
Very great one. Without having fo great an opinion 
of exaftltude, let us at leaft believe that it has its value. 
Lewis XIV, did not difdain to be punctual ; he never 
failed a minute in his appointments ; and as great as 
he wa.% it was perhaps this perfonal exa^itude which 
jgave him a right to take notice of the leaft want of it in 
people about him, and to reproach them with it. 

I have frequently heard it faid, that rt;^ ought not to 
Juffir others to do thai which zue can do ourfdves : For my 
part, I am of a contrary opinion^ and maintain it. Wc 
ought tojavc owr/elves Iht traubii of doing that which may 
h done fy othersy but although it be not ncccffary to do 
every thing, nothing ouglit to be difdained. To be at- 
tentive to every thing which is done in our name ; to 
adopt certain principles; to give them to thofe whom 
we employ ; to take care that they never deviate from 
them, to oe fure of what thcv do ; finally, to know 
how to gain proper aftiftancc, this is what difiinguifhes 
the ftatefman, the man capable of condufting great af- 
fairs. To know how to govern fecondary caufes, and 
not to be governed by them, Is a fublime art. How 
happy (hould I be, if I could find people who could 
and would thin>k and write forme, fay all that I havcto 
fay, and execute every thing 1 would do ! But as thei'e 
Are exceptions and bounds to every thirg, tbei'e arc 
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c<rtam<c»(Aft wb«rem it il es^fier to do ihe baGoeft our- 
klvti thap by other^'; God fofbid,thalby thisj (lo^uld 
give the ^dvice of an injoknt man; my :ppinioai$ - 
fouttdi^ upon reafon and experience, it i«.a gpcnd - 
thing to apply habiu^^ly to 'Wfin6(ft;..bjut ;it. is ftiU. 
betur to .look fo well into -that yrMph is dooo fffruh 
as to enable us to difpenfe with a pait of our applica- 
tion ; but, it is.necelTary to have been.a great deal omr 
ployed, to be able to direft th^operittiQns of others. 
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CHARACltKS OF.STATjESMEN EXEr^PtlFIED. 

X HERE are' certainly no thinillers but thofe of great 
abilities, who kiiow how to ^ffefcribe to their fecreta- 
rics, what they ought (o do. I knew in France an am- 
b^ifTador, a man of great merit, who betame afterwards 
mioifler of a great department in hisb^^n conhtry. - Un<- 
der the pretence thai his writing was 'bad, he' never 
wrote a fingle lettet with his own hand ; he (igned his 
name only *, but he explained his hitentions fo clearly 
to his fecretaries, who were intelligent people, that 
they reduced them to good and clear language. He 
reafoned with them, told thefn his t^btives, encouraged 
them to make obje^ions, and even to difpute with 
himt with decency ^^ refpf^ When he had cleared 
up every thing, and thought -he had convinced them, 
they fct to work and his'dlfpalchos were admirable. 

It is pertain that poHticai affairs are frequentlv for* 
warded more by converiation, than by means of corrcf- 
pondcnce. This is the great difiFerence between min- 
iftcrs and men of letters. Thcfe do better in retire- 
ment and contemplation becaufe they have to refer to 
books ; but the others ought to live in the great world 
K 



itid tottverfe With with men, becatilbth^y 'KareiiMh to 
gbverft) WhU^'iiCertry men have bnty thd'f ^i^ttfasahd 
phrafetf tO'afr»f)ge; A ininffter of flfe'f^rfl brd)(i^, i^h a 
gl^eatcourt, {hould know Jtow^tohetrkM with-^atfeH^e, 
aitehtion- add teildnefa ; td'bnfwcr eailhiry, addek^efs 
himfellgfU^efullyr- Secrefaties wafit, oh thecohtrAi^y, 
nothing but goodfehfc to underftand, and a good ftile 
in thfcif MTitittg. Thf* ii what makes it iriipbffiblc 
that a fecretary (hould ftrpply lh<;()Faee of an ambftfla- 
hor, becaufe he cannot enjoy the fame advantages at 
the court in which he refides ; he cannot know fo 
well the chara^^er of perfons with whom he has buH- 
nefii without the freeoom of mutual converfation. 

It is a queflion difficult to refolvr, to know if a good 
fecretary can become a great miniften This depends, 
to a certain degreci upon thecountiy and circum (lances ; 
but he would fueeeed with 'great difficulty in a mon- 
archical (late. Minifters (hould be acquainted with 
the court, and enjoy, when thev go into place, fome 
coniideration ; they Ihould pot be ^cuCtpm^d.tQ tr^:^- 
ble when^rt'the prefe^tt of^6oahi^rS,Vrit! ihfey oughi 
to know haw to avoid all theirfnares ; for thefe gentlemen 
wi(hfor^othingmorethadto(hac)t,l6miim(iers,fdmetime6 
by feducing them, at others by alarming their fbars. More- 
over, ^ good fee2*-et«ry .oQght to have no - idea$ . of . his 
4>wo,>but tp koEOW how to turnitfta gcA»drac€(nint thofe 
of the pii^ifteF he isr under .1 (he jninifWcttgbt^ otn the 
contxfiry, tgtihitdt for bl*ftlf «*.fof,.U>e'.adv«titagie'and 
intereil of th^ f^ver^igijl anid ihfc ftate^. jAptm^^who 
arrives a| a great » cfn ploy, witbojil the advantages of 
hirth, and never having filjed anij^pgrtam ftatton,.niu{l 
necedarily be embarraiTed' abeu^ the botltntenance he 
ought to put on t If he: be firni) he.i^acoufed of ^info- 
lence, and is (aid tQ hayeforgot himfelf ;'if he prtfetvcs 
t^be manner of his fofmerftate,:hQ is defptieddhd treat* 
cd as if he were ftiUin it. * , •: . 

On the other hatid, Would it bic. well dofie to- Ell up 
ihe places of' admin iftration With military- men,. and 
thofe of the firft rahk ? Lewis XlV, did not think fo ; 
but was of opinion, th^t it was his interefl that the 
greatnefs of his minifters ihould depend upon Iris confi- 
dence. A much ftronger reafo.n is, that men of the fii 11 
cank, and thofe in the army, do not of ton con tra^^ when 
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young,, th^-babU of, a^pl^ing to buQp^fs ; ij^srt. they .«Ke 

reent&;r^quir&^ pej^^i^^ kr^owledg^ of Uiefe^ /^Tb^f^j^l 
bufmefs of .<^ fecr.et^ry 9{'.Jilatey,be^ng.to.giv<9 aif^eg^uUr 
form tp. all the d^cifions of .the king smd hisoouacU. 
iMiBiilers Qnghp to_bfi bf<^Hg^'-MP-^'.^°^wftra/,i<ji?, 
becaufe tbey ar& npthing jtaor^ ki reality, than the ad- 
miniilraCjO/s . of raiiairs. . ^TH^ dcti^tis ^confided , ^o^their 
care, «^?ci^ejlj ))ccOimc ijpa.meo.Ct^pnqthipgi* 4o«>e witti- 
out th^rvu ^»"rby 5?ny.b9tdy,^fe» jt )is to be wiflicd^hfit 
their, Hnpw;ledgp w?*e ,a&.grcatj «^s_-thcir . pay*cf j if lit jic 
not,, they . are>ohHged ' tp 'l6%ve ev^ry thing, tp-.tbeip 
clerks, \vhp:bjeqan\emafters^f ^affairs, and ccnfequ^ntly 
of ihe (late. It is .by ^ knowledge of forms, that fub- 
ahems are arrived at governing their principals, and, 
to make pfeiof javulgarcxpreflTipn^ tha^ journeymen art. 
kcQinc viqjlexi* i - • • ..' ^.. •. ; . >: • . .- . . • . 

I witl^iye Riy opinion freely «pon.pn.i.nifl[ersijwhpm 
I h.avc fe,ed for.'the.UJI ithitty years^atj-.tjipiheadvpf af- 
fairs, in F|:ap(;e,;afid gf foihe^tbisrs m9fe^riiCi«fit. whpm 
1 have nq^ perr9n^Hy,:k«M>:vvn, but iq>on. ^h^fe-: cfe a rast- 
ers* . <Jic^.:Ji,bi»ve,b?d.ip.em9i« fMfti?i^rU'>tAM5»We^>^ft*J<> 
/;c^k daci^pdlyf^boMt thena» a '/ ;-• .••;.' • 

. The'CJ|a»n<CpUc>ir.l«.T9lHer,ifaJi.cAqf M^ld^.i^ouvpis, 
Gied^/^mfi Jf^m befprej;! rWafebpr^j-VhichrWas jlfiaHe 

.^^rai; iGggi-Mv BoUgher^it; VfgS: .elevated ^tq. that, ^i^t 
digfvi^.iy hi^.iJ^QUl4 1 hftv.e .b?eii .oiuc^ ^bove.kis) jcapia- 
ciiy, if.'t^e tin^.s h|4 Jb^«n ^re digituU : B^it tfee- 
power! of. Lewis XIV, wa« fo well e flab I i (he'd,- the; pAr- 
liamenits w.ere fo .fuba»iflive,..the right of rpmoi) lira ting 
hdd^been fo r^ftrained, or rather taken away frooa the 
fup^riqr CQvns^.that there was. no danger iri giving the 
placp ^o'|i..i^agi{lra,t.e, almoft become the olde ft member 
uf the. C9un<iil win conftdir.^g .to :bitn no other cares 
r'laa.thofo'ofiiHlng u^)'jt^c.pfticc$ of magirtracy, wb.Uh 
vena.Uty a*«4 rigbtr <ifiinhcntancc facilitated the m^atis 
of doiog.;t:Qf feaUog edi&s and.declarationSj and creat- 
ing impofts and: new. offices, Xuch as minifters thougbt 
proper to expedite* Therefore M. Boucherat held his 
plac<5 very peaceably until the year 1694, when heidied 
at eightyfour years of ^gc. .He left daughters (Ooly ; 
his fttcceflbr was M. de Pontchartrain, who was after- 
wards ia 16&9, comptroller general of ^the finance^* 
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atod in ' s 690, tnar me fecreuty of ftate, at^d of the depa ru 
ihctit of Parit. It washe inrho/in 165^, peffuaiied my fat Ji- 
er to charge hmtfelf with the care of the polfceof the capi* 
tal. Mi de Pontchartrain took the chafictllorihip as a 
retreat; in faft it night be looked trpon as fuch at this 
time, when every thing was in fuch a frate of fubmif- 
^n« He was very happy to find the king difpofed to 
make M.deChamillard his fuccefTor in the coxnptroller- 
&ip, and M; diB Poncharirain his fony in his otiier de- 
partmente. Neither one nor the other was worthy of 
fucceedtng him ; but at length they eafed him of the 
<m^ft important cares, and fatiguing details. It w,^s 
however ^bceflary that he fliould give advice to his 
fon, in whom he had not all the &tisfa£lion he had 
hoped for, which determined him to retire in the year 
171*4, from all publtck affairs. Lewis XiV,. was be- 
come old^ and ready to (ink into the grave ; M. de 
Potitehartrain was exaf^ly of the fame age* Moreover, 
he wifbed prudently to avoid being obliged to carry in- 
to parliament, an • ciiift which declared the legitimaie 

* princes capable of fucceeding td the crown. M. Voi- 
. irn^was cmirged with this commiffiony which was exe- 
cuted with all the fubmiffion generally Ihewn to the 
orders of Lewis XIV, even to the death of thi S mon* 
arcb^ which happened in ihe m<^nth of September, 
iyr^, — M. Voifin, about^ as good a pkanCeUor as M. 
Boiicherar, died ^ery aprofi^^ in the tftonth of JFebrua- 
ty, 17173 and'Was replaced by M. d'AgUeffeau. I wrll 
fpetfk of this gentleman in his turn^ as well as of the other 
miniders of the prefent reign-; in the mean time, I 
muft again obfervc, that of thethreelaCl chancellors of 
liewis »XiV'', M. de Pontchartrain was certainly the 
mofbabli^: He had been a long time counfellor of the 

• parli^menr of Paris ; abandoned by his relations the 
f Philfippcauxde la VriMiere, a , branch of v^hich ^vege- 
tated in the place of fecretary of ftate ; and was ncver- 
thelefs cf the Phillippeaux of PontcHartrain, who 
were defcended from the firft who bad held that em- 
ploy by means of Mary of Medicis. M, de Pontchar- 
train was afterwards for twenty years, firft prcfident of 
the parliament of Bretagne: He not only made him- 
felf cftecmed in that province, by his equity and 
knowledge, but he gave proofs of firmnefs^ abilliyand 
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KddMfsi-ii managing the BretonSf who have ever b«eh 
very dii&cult to governv^ It may enfily be judged^, that 
he h^ dther afFairf) when •iie ^M^a minifler of the (i- 
naneea;^ But- they -cealedao4|tve.ii{m tirouble the mo- 
ment he beeamc aothif^gmore than^ minifter of juf- 
tice. Tht ^hancellorfhtp w^sl^veiy ^»fy in his tine'; 
the chief- 'ttiagiftrate :beii>g too mudb |ake» up with 
pafltfig edi€^^ o^ €iNin«B, and QfeadtYg officers^ hadrro 
timetd >kaka( ^ile'regalatiN>mr alib> if he had no 
troctble, hehedi«)lf>49eaour; i .. • ; -- ./ : 

Lervrs.AeV dMitdertlie Miiiifttiftiblfeh of ikxiknc^s 
\inder t4i^ (atc^liiilg. The-^gr^ait Colb^ <lred ift^i6^ ; 
he W^4 ftfcfcedljd by Mi 'Pelletier, a vcrj^^lvorthy man, 
and who hadhehaved "^erfei^iy wdll iff «Wry-d^part- 
ment he had hlledj buht< he Wjastttdt fie 'for that -of the 
finaneesy ef^tdM4y inXfimeof \lrar^ which ^h^ppened as 
ioon as he w^ht f tito offier; S^ippHebr.were- di ffieiiU Ho 
obtafn^ and* <etvfequei^t4^ httnlietifoffl^; M« P<fU<^tier 
made ufe <$f tvfth *a« oe<ttlrriKl<fo^hiflt,'^1vich %e dif]^f ib- 
m<*d i^ikffi^U i^naginalrfe jvftietfbnd «qt>ity $^ • buV-hc 
coiHti'tK^ ^rc^^eht tfaedmjb!Ofts'll«i'h«d laki oh from do- 
ing a r^al itij^vyno^th^ iiiitte^i- He*had n6^'p6^(uhity 
of inikiV]|[' ukMt ^rnrtgetnttvca^ -aftbr having b^en ob- 
liged -^6 cittplie^r %hie^m^''liethi«k>t;ft-the»ki€; -•The 
Chithdeltor'-Lfe 'l^etU^r^*wh<»^Was«aHie ^h^ M. Petk- 
tier W^ht^ ifttb-aditotiviiftffitibitj^'vbs i4glK' iii^^ying ifo 

'lanholft* 
for the 
adding, 

that be Was of tbo hfil^ k difpofi^^iw. ' Hia^majefty re- 
pliect, thit it yf9it'^¥eclfily 'h/k that Hc^otlnt he had 
tnad^ dhoite'of H\M : ^F&ta (mv ai'fine^irid n6bl^^f^ntt« 
meiit; biit^he -iiCirfglmd- lhe»«laneell^r'weTe?-e^iWny 
deceived in' ^theif'^wiofi'ttrf .the Aitt&n <rf M. Pellc- 
ricr.--This'a^fer^'cleaHy,riipietf ifit 4ieinft fthcce^d- 
cd,- in 1690,' by 'M; de ^o\i^e*Faitl1iift, w4id»w<a? ftot >6^er 
mjld, rfltheb^heqii^Hy eijuifatjlb Wfbh'lrfb>ePtiifeanS^o 
which he ^^aa c/bHged to Wa^e feed%irf«,'J«Wdoflbttdly 
with regret 5 and ^hfch Wei^'thfe ftibte^erikjj;-!^ rei- 
fdn of hisi)6hrg 'oblige-to ^ncreafe^them'^iy cbnM- 
cfably r Tfce pcdiiie tried out, bift ^Hey ibbririrtccf, Tor 
iheTtihg'^ 'irwtjioriJy '*iirai* ikiJfoi'irfly^ahd ^freriilly eC- 
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taUiOuxi* -^ M. de Pontchsrtraici wa« forianatc enough 

tQgctrid of thefiaancet in 1690,' and tlney %f<re given 

to M* 4o Cbainii^ardy^of whoni'iiie king was very load, 

.wbkh indeed he tineriiefi 10 lome degree. L TJiia lui^- 

ifler, wuhout being eitbcr woik. or quite incapaj>le gF 

bu&oers/was nol equal to hia pU^e ; But who woui4 

have . beea equal to it in fuch unhappy t,imeft P W^hat 

could ft comptroller do but /opeat, and nugment the 

.burthenf^ aod .double bMnhena of the peoples: Thi( is 

what M. de CKamiliard did; .hefunkuttdj^r tbp Wei^lvt 

of affairl, retired Xrooi ^ Uie jaatnidry ia> 17QB» a<nd died 

i& i)aa. M» ^fmarcta^ nef>hew .to. tM« .Colbert, took 

hisc places the choice of thi 9 gentleman was perhaps 

the bell thai could be made ;^<But did M. Colbert faia^- 

felf ge( well oveg it in tyo4^ l7P9s ^^^ ^<^^^ ^^ ^'^^ ^^^* 

lowia^; yedra? No^ U^ia .only neceSary to read the 

,aafmo|r whicit Mj ^(idareu. prefeoted tothe iqgenN 

to.becqme ac:^aiAied with aU.Uie difficultiea he had to 

.cncouoter,: iihia mtouiir ia a.pieiancholy proo? of the 

. de(blatin^ evils with which Frajnoe w^m at th^ Mi^Af f^ 

£Li£bd; it expoCea. the.fitua|ion the. kingdom was 119, 

andQo.gck3d FreDchmaa-caA refrain- £w>in weeping at 

.the recital. M. Qefmareis. fays therein, that the king 

afior«4hi|ii be knew ibp:li$$^qf hi$ finances ; that he 

did not expefl from biiQ .ioapoiSEbilities ; and if he 

(jcG^ded* he w<oiald. d.Qi hies tb^ nioft iinpoftaot few 

.yicei.but if .he was utilimuiiale in bia endeavourf^ he 

fliould not AnaputertO' hjoi ike:,ipAfiM*T^*^ . Nothing 

could be-mptofef^nablet for it.w^uld have been. im<- 

pp{fit)le to'iiaye j^cilabliihcd t^^oi^O^Vices as cKCMm- 

i^4(es ihfifk lyer^* M* Aefaiaritts did. his benLrhe 

..RWtiiiMf in,'pla4r,4, uotfl caftfr ; the. death of; Lewis 

..^IV^^aodidifd, in *j%i,^>h^ ftmc year with M. dc 

.Gba^aoillard X lU left, )Hnong:Otker eyil5, two many 

Jii^dpd BK^ftef^ which it wr^# n^c^jffary.tq d|«9joy — 

, ice .what b«Min^)oi.thefe.tt^ th^ folio vwflig reign. 

T|ifiadaiinfcft|»t>o«0(.foreigA ^ffairs, the mo ft im- 

p<3triant4af aU'de|^rti«|enlf,.had bceti intruded io 1679, 
.tp M. C<>ibcr^ of,Croiiry,>ro|Hcr.lo the great Colbert ; 

he died in xi>^Q 1 HU fo», 14s d/s Xotcv, hgiA had the 
.jrcv^rfion of h^ office ,aiid d^rtment given Kim „the 

year before ; but at the death of his lather h^ was found 

tco young to replace him*, although he was thirty ycara 
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of age : He was put under the dircflion of M. Amaud, 
of Poaiptmne, who had already ^filled the dcpaytmeat 
from 167 r, to 1679, when he was obliged to ret ke, al- 
though accufed 'of- nothing but ^negligence t He was 
otherwife mod polite and refped^ble ; but like the fanv 
Hy of the Amauds. fufpe£bed of Janfenifm, which WM 
at that time a crime at court* M« de Pomponne, guid« 
ed hisfon in law three years ; after which the latter was 
in a'fituation to ftiew what he. was and uW hat he could 
do ; he kept his place until the death of Lewis XIV^ 
His conduct (ince that epoch has been that of a true 
philofopher, and oiight'to be an example to the old 
minifters* ■ For my part, who am not yet become one,! 
mean to gather from the ccnverfation of thisrefpe^lable 
man, principles" of ccnduft for the time when this ihall 
happen, and for that, when I fhallbe fo no longer, if 
ever the memoirs which he has done me the faipur to 
commuTiicace to me be printed, his manner of tj^inking, 
and (he qualities of hii mind, will be^feea wit>hou4 dif- 
guife • and M. de Torcy will beiookedupooasa oUft- 
ical auibdr, proper to inilpuft miniflersof foreign af- 
fair?, both for the time prefcht and to comoo— They 
will be taught how to aOi'in cafes of the greateft deli* 
cacy, Thofe which M, de Torcy had to^ encounter 
Were; certainly vefy embarrafBrtg, but in all the misfor- 
tunes which b^fcl the old age of LeWis ^iV^ faiaminiC- 
ter of fibajnces was mofl'tp bo picicd. r, » ; . 

The War depaHmenthadbeen; giren^ atth^deatb-of 
M.' de Lduvois, ^which happened io. td^; to- M. do 
Barbeaieuic, his fon, who held it ten yeara. This fecr 
retary of (late, Vho h aid good natural feiife,.a great ap« 
titiide td btifinefs, a quick and lively oonceptiooi, and a 
great habitude of detail, to which he had been in the 
ear^y part of'hiS' life fbrmed by his:, father, bad alfo 
great defers .^He h^ been* fpoiled. iin hia you|h, by 
every falody. eJtcept his fathfjr ; he was: a libertine, dit 
if pafed' ana'impertiheM t be fomesimesirttated the mil- 
itary too Kghtly, who', according to their. <mftow,fpar- . 
cd nothing, not even medtmefles, when favours were to' 
be obtained' by thetn, and complained haughtily the 
moment nothing*' more was tofbe hoped for* H^ went 
to his offices frohr nettfliiy, bi?t wasMalways treated 
Witb grc^rcrp«*,b«cavfeih^fon:ofMv dcLojkVoi*, whi^ 
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had, us we may fay, cretted them, oouldfiot fail- of in- 
fpiring veneration, and even attachmem., Lewis XIV, 
•who'knewall the dere£):s of M* de Barbezieux^ com- 
plained of them privately, and fpoke to him fometimcs 
-in a fharp and 'particular manner i but he fuffered him 
to remain fiill in place, becaufe he faw how impOrNint 
•It was to preferve, in his deportment, the fydem and 
principles of M, de Louvois. xM.xle BarbetieUxkHsver 
entered the council cr£ fttte .; it is faid that he burned 
with mgeto fee ]Vi« de ChamiUard^ whosftshe had often 
made wait in his. fat her '<s -and -hib. own Mitichamber, 
a member of h. But ftccordiD^to .aU apf^earafrces, 
the ruinous and mortal alliance which M« <ie 3ar- 
bezieux wiftied to make of a life of liberttaifm and 
diflipation, with the buGnefs and multiplied ejcpe- 
ditions which the iituation of France required (Lewis 
'XIV, having accepted the tedameni of Charles iljund 
.fent the duke of Anjou, his grandfon^ into Spain) %va3 
~wh at brought on the violent illnefs lirhioh carried htm i.p a 
few'days to the grave. M. Fagoo, firil phyftqian to the 
king, pronounced, his ill nefs mortal, the ErftmLOment he 
faw^him after he was attacked by it. H^ informed, the 
kirtg of it, who feemed but little tSt&^d at it^ M. de 
Barbezieux died the 5th of Jatiuary 170I1 and the un- 
happy Ghaiivillard was immediately chargec( with his 
deptrttmeat, in addition to thai d tbe iiiiftpces, [ 
could here make great and jud refiio&iofis upon tbe-in- 
compatibMitfy s>( thcfp two departmenlSv Morepver they 
V:6«m rtdt b«lJtiiore improperly lUiittfd/^than in tlfle^rfon 
of 'M. Kle Ckomillard ; but a glorious feigo of &f|y years 
-h»d infpited Lewis JCIV, with the prcfumptiqanotpn- 
^ly'to believe lihat he knew hoW to ehi|(e his.mix^iil^rs, 
btA that hcf coaAd teach them thejr i4uty, jaA4. f^ir^^ 
^th(*ir^eperations : lie certatnlyt d^cpiyed^ himjTelf, .. It 
d^peiifdc^ Oti himlalon^ to unite it^*|he faoi^^pi^fon 
•fhe tWo<«j>onaiit' employs cj, Colb$Ttiirid,Jt^ouvois, 
-irti't it \^«s' n6tm.<bift.piowcc i#v fiipply: the .Mfjipi of 
^heirttbilitiesw It is ^nbt that M. .de'Cbas^iilajrd was^ 
'a m^ti'withbtit merit; fieguve, fi%rly in life,' proofs 
• of a rajre probity, from^whiph .!}e never: varied. 
Bfit, tf a wwnit ^of probfity renders :the;grcatc?ffj, talents 
-uiclcTs, Si'twl ^ven- dangifrous;. on-the other. f^iian^,*; this 
'g_k-eat vinut^-be&tg alottc^.fuppHesnj»t..tl)a -want of 
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tTiem, nor that 6f knowledge. ' Finally, at the end of 
fix or fcvtfn yean,' M- de Chamillard funk under* tlie 
weight of bufinefs, which ^e difchat-^ed as well as he 
could, tjut to which he Was never cquaU * fie quilted 
firft the finances,' and fooa afterwards the war depart- 
xnent. Lewis XIV, incorrigible in his opinion of be- 
ing more able than all his minifters, made M* Void'Q 
his fucceffor, who knew lefs of affairs than M. dc 
Chainillard. The great proofs which this mtnifter gave 
of his abilities in the war department, were hot what 
procured him the elevated plac« of Chane/ellor, which 
he became pofTcffed of in 17141 this was the price of 
his compliafnce with the abfolute will of his ntafter, 
who, far from having learned any thing from his mis- 
fortunes, cpnfoled hirafelf by believing he ihould find 
Tefources in the choice he made of his minifters. M. 
Voifin was, till the death of the late king, at the head 
of the magi lira cy, and of military affairs; cares very 
dilFereuc in thefr objcfts, which ought not tobeihtruft- 
cd to the fame pdrfon, but whofc principles are not fo 
wide of each otncr as might be imagined. There are 
maxims common to every kind of adminiftration ; men 
who are without them are incapable of any. On the 
other hand, there are particular ones, according' to the 
nature of affairs and circuraftanCes, which occur. M. 
de Sei^elai replaced M. Colbert, his father, in the 
marir^e department only.; with the defers which fons 
of minifters generally have, when they become minif- 
ters themfelves, which are felf fufiiciency, prcfumption 
and levity.^ He had, however, certain talents, and fun- 
ported the honour of the French marine, which was, in 
fome meafure, created by his father ; but he« deviated 
from the principles upon which it had been formed : 
It was with a view to commerce, to make it flourifh, to 
• extend and encourage it, that M. Colbert engaged 
Lewis XIV,' o build fhips. He was comptroller gener- 
al, and made''thi marihe department depend upon com- 
merce and the finances ; his fon, who had wit, ambitioa 
and audacity, Confined to the marine department alon^e, 
looked upon it in qiJite another point of view : The 
finances were in other hands ; he faw how defirous 
Lewis XIV, was of ebnquefts, and of ruling in £urope. 
It was by taking advantage of thefe difpoGtions^ in the 
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king,, that M. Lou Ypts gained the coufiden^c <>f the 

Qvooarch.; .M. dc Sicgnffalwifhod to.rlval the minifler 
. pf .the W^ir' department ; he undertook. tP make; the arms 
; pf Fr^nc^ aspow^r^ul.by tea as thdy.wjere by land ; he 
'hombarilfid C^noa, crufh^.i th© Algerincs, had'ambaiTa- 
. dors, from Siatn brgpgWt to 'France, in t;hc king's velTels, 
j.iud-kd ehpni about Verfaillcs. The year following he 
. cannoi:).adcd J'linis and Xripoly, a-nd g^vc. brilliant en- 
/terlainpjcpt^'to the king, in hiscafllc of- Sccaiix r.Final- 
" iy»..Kc atuckf d the Xlutjch. by fea^. and nndercook to rce f- 
' t^bli/h Jaiics llj Mpqn the ihrone of. Iixigland,\frcjn 
.' wh^cKthj^. Prince of Qraxige^ his fon inla\y,.had drfyen 

nh^n *In lifi^cjjihe latfV* year oft hi^ life* he. faAV the 
*king!sHeet gain: two battles in the channel.- At length 
; hP 4tqd,.jaQd,. after his death, Lewis XI V, reunited 
[ once more, and very properly, theadminiftration of the 
j marine to the Tm?nces ; 'but M. de Pontchartrain was 
, much embarrafTed in ilndiug reCources in one tjo Tupjiprt 
^ the otb^r, \ ^ :-..:*.• . . •• ' ' ., 

^ . y'^jiAS.^^ntleman'.becam^ chanccUot, a.nd lejft the or^a- 
...nne department to his,i"on, whom he had m^rriei xo 
,.M^demoireIlc de la Roche, Foucaud de Roye,. wl^o c}i- 
.ed,, Leaving hjman only foil, the prefent Count of 
, Magrepas. I.d^re not give. the portrait of M. de 
^^pontdl^rtralp, iunigi;!; thi^ ^ Jeave to others," who. had 
^bnripcfswit-h .hirn'during hts adminiftration, . ao»d «;re 
pil,ijl.<)f;bis acquaintance.* . I have teen allured thatjhe 
jjhais fointed oti^ tiie danger.of inheritance in places pf 
^.confidence and adminiftpstion ; and. that tKc.publick, 
'far fror^. regretting bis going out of office, thought 

.themielves. happy on getting clear of him, at the death 

of the. king. 

Liitjicneed ber faid.\^pon the department. and hiflory 
* of MeffjcuES de P.hilippeaux de l^. Vrjllic re, jc)>; Chateau 
;JNeuf,,and of Saini Florentin ; .Thefe w<;re.thefumanies 
_ .of ihe^Cppiof Lhat/a;pLly» of-fexret|aries,of / ftate, -which 
. may b^. traced back t^^Jie.Jfirft rjace .ot o^r kings. It is 
^,^0 be believed that Paul Philippcaux de Pontchartraitj 

^Jbiad merit, *or underIlood,-at leait,politi^cal intrigue ; ifince 

after being twelve or J&fteen yeaifS cle^kjto.M.de Rqvol 

.) " . • .;:*', ' . f . . • " 

* He vvas alive in 1736 > the librae v<hcn -thefc Effayj were written. 
lie died the yc«r foUg wing. 
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and M. dc Villcroy, he was made, in 1600, fccrctary to 
Mary of Medicis, in her coa6live power. This queen had 
confidence enough, in bim-tomake hiin fccretary of ftatc, 
as foon as fbe became regent; i^e'died in 1621; his 
cldeft Ton, who was counfellor in the parliament, fon in 
law to the famous advocate general Talon, did not fuc- 
ceed him ; his palace went to hi3 yoangpr brother,- Ray- 
mond Fhilippeaux de Herb^ut, who was at firit fecreta- 
ry to the privy council, afterwards treafurer of the caf- 
ual revenues, and at length of the -pavings, He^diedin* 
1620, and his office remained to the y'oungci: branch irf _ 
prejudice of the ild^r, which .did ntot rjbturn tbj^ until 
eighty years' afterward*. M. d'Herbaiit tvas ri^placcd 
by Lewis Phillppeauxde I9 Vrilliere, wHo was fixtytwo 
years fecretary oJF ftate undei: the reigns of Lewis XIII 
and XIV ; but he made fo little ftir at court and in the 
flatc, that' we fhould not ^n.oy he cycr cxi.fted,t wsre it, 
not for the g;eatii'umbcr of.eclifti^, dec^laratiocs and let-* 
lers pateni he figned, and" did hot l>is nam^ aprjcar Oh. 
the lift oTfccretaries of ftatcV Ho inh^tlli^d i\ic fortune 
of the fainousPar^icclly d*Emerv,ihis fatherjn law, who^ 
a ftcr- havings been th« mofl terrkblis partisan, and crucl^' 
extortioner under the rcign of Lewis XIlI,. became, in 
the adm'ihiftration of Mazarine,' fupcrintenclant of tKe 
finances. .Ballazar Philippeavi^^,, who Va^ c.ounfellor^J 
clctk 6^ the parliament,' lefti'bg chu^r.Qh. toTuQoeed his 
fatfier, and died in 17OO ;.he was called' M.^ de Chateau 
Neufji His foh took again the name'lof la \^rilliere,, and. 
it was thiis igcntlemah who (ighed,. perhaps, the moll 
difpatches ;'for, at thie'bcginhing of the regency, the 
Duke of Orleans, wifliing lo difcharge all thefeipretarica 
i.f Lewis XI V, kept M. de. la Vrilhcre only, becaufe 
he appeared to him a maiVoflatle (^onfidcVaiiqn^ ..The* 
adminiftratiori of affairs Tn g(A>cral w^ ^ive.h todiffer-| 
cnt councils, tiut'^ye'ry thing' neceffa^y,^a ^p (igncd'by] 
order came u>ider^ms p^n ; he died in ^725* His fon^' 
the cpiintdf Saint Flo rent in replaced him ; but iis de- 
partment has been put upon the fame footing as that of 
liis father, under CewU XI V. The lift of affairs en- 
truftcd to him appears of confidcrable length in the 
Royal Calendar.; in reality fiothiiig of irr.portancc de- 
volves upon hln\ ; he figns and difpatchc?, as did his 
fnihcr and grab dTa< her; 
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ESSAY XXXIV. 



THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE REGENT DUTY 
EXEMPLIFIED. 



J^F 1 were npt.furc of writing for myfclf ohly, I JUiould 
tremble at giving my opinion of the miniilers of the 
prefent reign. Some ol them are yet alive, and others 
belong to families now in favour : On the other hand, 
if I write not at prefent what 1 have feen and known, 
important and inftrudive truths will, perhaps, efcape 
pouerity. I will thereforlS explain myfelf with the 
liberty of a man who heitlier hopes nor fears, nor has 
any intereft in the fudeefif oi failure of any party, and 
who fpeaks to a f>ofl6ricy, perhaps, very remote. . . 

The regent had no fooner taken the reigns of govern* 
fiient than he propoTed a form of adminttlration quite 
different from that of Lewis XlV. Whether it was 
from fl fpirit of innovationy which is almdft iricvitable 
at the beginning of « reign, or from a wi(h to avoid the 
reproach caft on die late king and his miniflers, or bc« 
ingdefpotic and arbitrary, he confided each part of ad- 
miniftration to as many councils ; gave full^ftlvity ta 
thofe formed in the preceding reign, for the Hnances, 
commerce and foreign affairs, and created ' others for 
the war and marine departments ; he was even detirous 
cf eftabliihing one for eccleliaftical affairs, but this was 
attended with great difficulties. All thefe particular 
councils were without pr^udice to the council general 
of the Regeiicy, from which they might be looked up- 
on as fo many emanations, and that of the malecontents, 
which has always been direded by the cKancellor. I 
have already faid that M. Voifin filled this place at the 
tleath of Lewis }ilV^ that he died in 17L7, and was 
-fucceeded by D. d'Agueffeau, who is ilill invefted with 
that dignity. If piety, an^ all the virtues which derive 
from if, probity, erudition, a tafle for letters and great 
fenfe, but of a different kind from that which admioi* 
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flration requires, could make a perfed chancellor, M. 
d'AgueiTeau would certainly be one ; but other talents'* 
are necelTary to perform the duties of fo important aa 
ofEce. The chancellor ought to unite every thing that ' 
conftituiea a great magiflrate, to that which makes a 
great minifter ; he has bufinefs continually with men of 
the law ; he is their chief, and ought to underftand 
their language, know their forms, and poiTefs the art of 
condufbing courts of every kind : He is at the head of 
one very difficult to govern, namely the council. On ♦ 
the other hand, he is the king's minifter, and ought t*- ^ 
maintain his authority, by carefully obferv.ing to con* •• 
ciltate a£bs with forms, a negligence - of which might 
make the beft concerted enterprizes fail, and fu^hitsi 
would be the moft advantageous to the king and people* ". 
He ought, if it be poflible, to gain the confideration and * 
c deem of the magi flracy ; but he (hould not be afraid 
of it : It is his duty to make it refpe6table, but not t» v 
eileem any member of it more than he merits v not to « 
heUiate an reforming unjuft judgments, and in punifh* 
ing iniquitous and partial judges ; but he (houid ever 
give hi&xeafonspublickly, and expofe the faults he is 
obliged to repreis ; he ought particularly to diftinguifk 
between thole of ignorance and negligence from fuch as 
are of a more ferious kind. Like all the other miniflers, 
he (hould fometimes make ufe of the two edged fword 
of royal authority ; hut it behoves, nobody more than 
himfclf to prove that he has confiantly kept a^ watch- . .. 
ful eye over it, ' . . 

M. d'Agucffeau has pcrhapstoo great a refpc^kfor the . 
perfons of magiftrates ; he always gives them an advan- 
tage over him ; and fince the unhappy epoch of the vc* . 
wality of Nsffices, they. are far from always meriting. ; 
fuch attentions* The Regent made his- court t6 the x 
Parliament, at -a time when he thought he flood in:need ^ 
of hisaflillance, by conferring the Erft dignity in-the^.: 
kingdom upon the attorn-ey > general : But men* of thk ) 
robe are apt to. rcicive^vepy thing offered to them as . 
due to their merit, and to form new pretentions to ob- > 
tain flill fomething more. Tiiey -fometimes carry thefb * 
to fuch excefs, that it becos^ nccefTary. to check them, t 
were it only .for form's fake,ieven When.they may^ npoii,.*^ 
the wholcy be; juftly founded. This is yrbiU M, d;^. 
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Agu<;irQ^ii.wat hy.tio;mcans£t for^ andovhct-bb^gedllitt - : 
Regc.9i tQ have reQoxxrft to 017 father in tdcKcate' tafeai. '. 
Marrcovery M. .d'AgneOeau^ hasi anotiier greirtr defefi^^ 
which is. that of being ti90 (low in declcBng dn:g]ieat Jif^ ■ 
fairs,, .The fui36^ions lof advocate general, which heitat' - 
performed, have accufiomcdihini to wetgh.oplnioxjs/and- ' 
to take hitrefolution .with difficulty ; he hefitates even- 
afterwaxdfi concexning'its xefkitude, and feems to wifit* - 
he could t>ttra6l>it ; but if this were the timer to correft: 
any.crrof, infteadof domg it he woqld commit others. 
I have fcen him,.-for. the purpofe of coming. .to a deci** 
fioni.caU io his aid one of hischildren, who was young, 
andnotrcapsKblerof makiog hit reCpe^ablc father take- ~^ 
the beft jrelolution ; on which account a lady of his ac» 
quaiiitaoqe^.a. vcvy. (cnfible woman, faid-to him ode day^ 
" Take^cam, .Mr;. Chancellor, what you do ; you^ 
thamgh very learned,: doubt of every thing,r and your - 
younger fontd9ubts of nothing.) you will never do any i < 
thing :weli in.this tttanner/V : In f^Rf the confcience of 
this great :magt6cate is as delicate a^ his mind is timid^ 
and he torments: himCelf with continual icruplcti* ■! 

My father waa of a very diiferentxhara6kec^ knowing j 
how to determine himfelf with prdmptitude^ and ta .'. 
hoki firmly to :the refoidtion he had' taken* Being .' 
charged' twenty years with the .Police of Paris, he was < 
accu&onbcdto that kind of detail, to that fagacity which 
enabled him to 'End in an inHant the poiut of difficulty, 
and ihesieambof refolvingi ic ' He! was.inielligent, had 
a long and perfcft knowledge of forms, and knew how- 
to applylhcmttoccrcumftanaces, even thofeof necefiity^ 
with the greatefi* advantage j'i He knew the Parliament, ' 
as our greatrgieiierds knaw:thofe with whomthey have 
a long titoe bee»at war,a&the:dakeofV.end6 me might 
know the- prince Eugen«,:rand the; Mar^al Vi liars, 
M#ibonough* /. He did notperfonally ihate-this body, 
he evsn'refpe&ed'it^ and was allied to the: mo& confide 
erable members of ic; by hiswafe^ wht> wasxyf the.fam^ ■ 
ily;of Cauaaartln, and by his :Bi:andmoth«r, niece to the: 
Chancellor de C h ivc my. H elo wed ; h is r«»bB r to the (e • 
alliances* ; The Cun<d:ions of: liettteaan^ * of the: police 
ar^ia sniKture of civil magi (Icacy and political admiai. 
Aration t .to fill thisplaocjit^^idtnecefTary^to uniteali.the 
abilitica o£ a,great<paliiiciaof and I can affeik,> without 
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preju^ficff; that my fitWer had them all* Moreover he 
knew the court, and how to manage men of rank, With^ 
out offending or fearing them : To this effefthe ufed 
the advantages of his birth, and made a- merit of his 
modeily ; whilfl pre(idential haughtinefsobfcured thoie 
who bore a diflinguiihed and iliudrious name in our 
hi (lory. He was amiable in fociety, and the moment 
after his contra6^ed brov^ and black wig -had made the 
populace tremble, the agreeablenefs of his converfation, 
and eafy good breeding, provedhe was fit to keep the 
befl: company. People were perfuaded that the art of 
fpying^ which he carried to the laft degree of perfec- 
tion, put him in pbffeflion of the fecrets^of every fami- 
ly ; but he made ufe of his information with fo much 
difcretion, that he never diftufbed the repofe of any 
body, and prefervcd every myftery in his own bofom, 
never proceeding unreafonably, and always for the wel- 
fare of the ftate, and that of individuals. I am obliged 
to acknowledge that his private morals were not perfe^- 
ly pure. I knew him too well to fufpc6^ him of being 
a devotee, but he made religion and decency refpe£^a- 
bTe, and fct the example whild he was prefcribing laws 
to enforce the obfervation of them* Such a man was 
neceflary to the Regent, to make up for the weaknefs 
of M. d'Agucfleau, at a time when government was 
obliged to keep the parliament in awe* He was keeper 
of tjhe feals in 1718, and the records of judice for Vhaf 
year contain remilrkable,and I will dare to add, precious 
-proofs of my father's- fen fe,- abilities, and firmnefs of 
mind. 

As long as he thought the fyftem of M. Law necefla* 
ry for the good and intereft of the ftate, he eftabliAied 
and maintained the credit of (he baiik ; He difcharged, 
in thv» manner, the immenfe debts of the crown, and 
erSrIched it with reaVtreafurcs, either in fpecic or i#ed» 
it, which is tlic fame thing, provided fhe latter be gen« 
erally adopted ; for after aU, even riches are matters of 
opimon. My father employed, like a good citizenr all 
the Yefources which' his intelUgenee and ch»ra£^r>ac» 
quired htm, to procure hottourto the Regent and ad« 
vantage to the ftate. But, when he was Aiiiy convive^ 
ed that the abufe of bank liotes wa9 carried to- an ex- 
tremet and it would be betraying the lUtton lo give 
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:thrm an ufijuft and forced credit, he reiigned the places 
wiiich put him at the head of thefe operations. His re- 
treat finally difcovered the ilIu(ion ; hut the mirchjef 
was over, and irreparable, before he retired. The Re- 
gent never withdrew from him either his kindnefs or 
confidence. He lived upwards of a year after his re- 
treat, and did not die of vexation ; he had too great a 
foul to (ink under its weight. He was by no means ac- 
cuflqmed to the management of the finances ; but a 
ftatefman feizes all the objefts of adminiflration in gen- 

, cral — knows how to procure afliftance from the details 
he does not perfectly underfland — and to command that 
to be done which he either cannot or will n«t execute 
himfelf. 

My father died in 1721. M. d'Agueffeau, who "was 
recalled in 1720, was (cnt in i7fc« to Frefne, znd the 
feals were given to M. Fleuriau d*Armcnonville, one 
of thofe chancellors whofc merit copfifted in their pli- 
ancy in receiving the impre (lions of the prime miniQ:er, 
and of putting the great leal and moft rclpeftable marks 
of fovereign authority, to refolutions in which they 
had themfelves no fhare. After the difgrace of M. le 
Due, the adminidration of royal juftice wa.s put into 
the hands of two men, equally intelligent and equitable, 
although very different charafters. . i^. d'AguelTcau 
found himfelf again at the head of the council^ and M* 
Ghayelin had th| foals. ' ..';.. 

The chancellorlhip was not, like every .other, depart- 
ment, . fubfervient to the council: but- the financed 
were not exempt from it. M. Demafets was entirely 
difcharged ;^ there was no longer a corttroll-er general ; 
none but the Regent gave orders, as the king had fornier- 
ly done. M. le Marechal de Villeroy \va§ iMmed chief 
of the council cf finances, but purely honorary, and the 
Duke of NpailJea prefident \ although the Duke had 
eonfiderable »wic, and as much knowledge as could be 
expelled fromayoung man of the court, he could not, 
certainly, condufl this important admini^ration, nor 
tmderftand any thing of the details in which it was ne- 
ceffary he fhould take the greated part ; he had in his 
charafter an incjecifion, from a perpetual hefitation, 
which muft, frequently have prevented hix9 £/ora aft- 
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• ing wfell."— -^I do noriyelieve^hat I haVe^heard of Ac 

• defeftsoF his heart ; perhaps thofe who.ha^e fpoken to 
me of them were prejudiced, again ft hia perfon ; itis, 
however, certain tnat, with great fenfe ami abilitief^ 
he could not maiyage the 'finances... The Marqais 
d'EiliatjIfirfte querry to the Duke of Orleans, was vice- 
prefident of the council, and ftiH Icfs capable of bisii* 
nefs than the prefident ; he did not, however, like'th^ 
lattier, turn the heads 6f his;fecretkrtes.: . Thefe gentlo- 
men had tinder -i^hem nine counfellbr^ of Aate^ to whom 
different parts -of Ijhe aduirniftrattbii were, diftributeds 
fome^were capaUe of the details enrrafted to their 
care, others were not; but, if even kheyall had the 
fame capacity and merit, a nec/ciTary union would not 
have reigned' amoneft them, becaufe no ofie depended 
upon anotfher ; add, confequently, the ctMsncil did not 
aft u|>ofi conftant and unirorm* prinrciples* I (Cannot 
too oiteh repeat, upon this, occafion, however ufeful 
coundls^ are, ^ when well :dire6ied, and: although after 
having^ been^ conniltedupon general arrangexrients,- fage» 
meduatedy-todwii^ l«wf, have'rerulted from thUrad* 
vice, they are equally dangerous, when,nn(lead of Ie^v« 
ing them the care of watching oVcr authority,^ it is 
wholly abandoned to their difcretion, they then degen- 
^rite^ntb mere bear garden meetings ; they quarrel, dif. 
pute^no one under'ftalnds what he is about ; aiKl hence 
nothing rcfults but: anarchy and confufion, 4F arbitrary 
and ^b^lute authority degenerate into defpotifm, coun- 
cils to which nothing is pref^nced in a prepared flate, 
and wherein their decifiotis are not regulated, do ftlll 
more harm' to public welfare. When the abufes of the 
councils eftablifhed by the duke of Orleans wete per- 
ceived, and- it appeared neceifary to abrogate them, they 
were given a kind of ^*^r««^ ttw^'^n, -by charging the 
4bbe de Saint -Pierre, who at firft approved of them, to 
make the apology. He acquitted himfelf of this, by 
compofing a work, intituled. La P^Jinodie^ or L'Avan^ 
tage de Id Pluralite 4a Cetf/eils j to which he added the 
following epigraph, taken from the Proverbs of Solo* 
mon : UU muua tonfilia falus^ He was right to a ceiw 
tain degreei but he-wat obliged to acknowkdge it to hm 
e^^ly aeeedKiry thatfomebody fliould be charged u> 
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prepare quellions.be Fore they were fubrhitted to couh- 
' tils, and that^authority ought to decide wheoih^y have 
. beea maturely difcuded. . i.j .« - * i • -. 

^ ' To return to the council of finance in particular, fome 

changes were made in 17179 in the members of which 

- it was compofed, but no adyantag<ci derived from them. 
In 1718, my father was made prefidcnt in the place of 

c rfA^ de Noailles ; this gentlermn had not perceived of 

what utility the fyftem of'M. Law, well regulated atid 

^•underftood,.niight be,' in liberaitiAg the ftate from its 

i !debts, and in reeftablcfhing, at th^.fame time, the Qnan^ 

; ces and commerce^ My father feiaed this idea, but he 

' comprehended thatit was neceffary 10 direct and put 

bounds to its eiFe£ts and confequences ; he gave to this 

obje6): all pofllble attention ; he employi^d his firmnefs 

to: overcome the obilacles which thofe who were not 

* perfuaded of the iitility of theinew fyttemi oppofed to 

. Its enrablilhmeot : But alas ! it was. not long befor^e he 

; was obliged to ufe the fame means ta- colour and hide 

, the abufes committed by the Regent, in the ufe he made 

. of thefe refourc^s, which are jtrtily delicate in their ap^ 

- '^plication, 

• The duke of Orleans had knowledge fagacity and 

<^en vigour enough to conceive the merit of a great 

plan, and to identify hit fame with the welfare of the 

7 : kingdoth he had to govern ; but ftrpng paiHons, and a 

kind of Weakncfs into which they betray men. of the 

. .mod enlightened under Handings, carried him beyond 

. the bounds he ought to have preferibed himblf :. They 

. .transformed into a poifon what fhould have been a 

remedy ; my father (aw this, explained aojd repeated it 

- ,— -not to the public, from which a wife miniiler always 
< conceals tjie evil he forefees^ but to him who was mafter 

> to the Regents— ito him only who could prevent or re- 

f pair it ; ufelefs efforts ! The bank loft its <redit. J^y 

father (aw it was impoOirble to tetriieve it ; at length he 

. : abandoned, if I may .be allowed the exprelHon, the ftate 

to its unhappy face, contented with not having made a 

fcirtune in a critical time, during, which fo many others 

.. bad unjuftly enriched, or imprudently ruined them* 

P (elves. The 5th of January, 17J&O, M^ L^w was p>mcd 

coinptroUcT general, aJttd bj^fofr^vtbeend-of tjhe year ho 

was obliged to fly precipitately, and 'quit 4hc kingdom* 



M: Pelletter de UHoufrayc^chanctUor to t};]^^.duk^af 
Orleanvwas appoiQte(i.cocrvpti:pUeFgenera.btn his pl^ce; 
but he .held his qmploy-litciQ more tharv a year^ ,. (n the 
mont4i ol^ Auguft, i7«^dy h&was replacad l?y M. JDodun, 
who k©pt hie poJft^ill the ycsir 1726,. when the duke vyas 
exiled*— ^TheCetx^o camptroUers geDeral were but of 
a middling capacity : It was u)ider the Hrll of them tl^at 
the gpo4 pperatipa of fhje Vijd was begun, of whigh M« 
le PclUtier- member of the council of fmanrce ia lh6 . 
time of the Regencyv ad^ Go;«ptrol!er general after ^v 
Dodcin, wa9 (he jifea)^ :aU«^hor.;--»He prppoffsd to exam^ine 
the 0|-igtDal of ,aU the npiesand debtf^ at the charge, of 
the (Ut^ to pay attention to. thole whofe ob}c€t .(hould 
appear perfe&ly legale io order *ta difcharge them^ but . 
to annul fuch.'as (kould appear conCpicuouIly ufurious 
or exceflive^ This plan. Was good.jn itfelfy^and it were 
to l>o wiflied it bad be^n carried: jnto <execvuioq,w]th a ' 
fcrupulous exai&litudoj. bpt the l-eai{ abufe, or fjuX^picion 
of injuftice^ fpoiUd %h» \irholQ« The ry^Qm of M. Law 
appp^ifed preferahle, on,. account of us being jnorc ex<^ 
pedi^iot^s, and as eafyto keep .^iU^in proper bounds : 
It was ^ in fa6b, but^ as I have jufl pbferved, it was 
abufed ; a^nd it w^as not tillaftef it had been renpunc-^ 
ed^th^t the idea of i\ie yi/a was again taken up, when 
it via$ ftill more diffiqult>of; execution, than at fird ; it 
th«cefpi;p hcqanie the (ou];ce ofr great afauCe and inj<uf- 

M« le Pelletier was. lUf m^re^ Jto, be. Ukmed- for the 
prefent bad proceedings,, than my father had . been. for 
all the evil which happened towards the end of M. 
LawVfyftem ; but there .was this. great difference be« 
tween them, M. d'Argenfon did not abandon the ad- 
miniflration of finances. qntil he faw they were ruined 
in fpite of him, and M* le Feiietier took the title of 
con^ptroller general after every thing wa8[loil by t heVifa. 
Xt IS, how.eyer, important,. to remark that the finances 
of l^raace were foon reeAabli(hed,notwith landing. the 
cataftrophes of the bank and the Vi/a i Co true it is that 
in i|iat'ters of, Enance, pu^lick credit and circulation 
^nd their pwn level^ liVe the. water of the fea, after 
ftqr^na and temp^ds. There are -but fome particular 
fortunes^ -which are loft without refource ; a melancholy 
aad {9ffllU^\hfiQr[tM^y^ Rcoplq iix cdctaiA critical igo- 
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' ^Mitiy but confolatmy to^ the fta'te. In iyeC^ M. Orry 
' replaced M. Oodun : The apparently r6ugh arid aiiderc 
chara^t-er of this minifter, does not^ pttvcnt his being 
jufl^ and even eeonotnical $ he' fefctonds; in this • teCpe^i 
the views of the cardina^l de Ficfury, Who has^tttoreover, 
the prudence and addrefs to make ivhat is moft agree- 
able in the adminiftratipn of finances fall' Co hTs (hare. 
The minifter of foreign affairs wvi^ at jthe death of 

"^ Lewii ^IV, fubje6l to a couhcil as ^dly e^^pofed as 

^ 'Aat of the (inancev* Th« Marfikal d'Uxeties Was prefi- 
dene, and had neither a profound knoWli^gfedf affairs 
of this kind, nor real talents for admihlftratton^r- all his 
policy was that of a courtier, and although thar&al of 
r ranee, his military talent was^nfihed to ov^twing 
fubalterns ; forcing them to dSfoipline by g^eat feveri* 
ty, and dazzling them With haughtinefs and pomp. I 
was not much acquainted With the qualities 5f Kia heart, 
which have been the fubjefl: df much tenfure; but I 
remember his figure, which Was very ei^triibrdinary ; 

' 1 know alio that he lived in an elegant ftile. * Hii three 

• alTociates iVi cduncir Were the Abb^ DeftreeS^' thti Mar- 
quis of Canillac, and the Count of Ghivemy r Their 
heads were not much better |than -his own ; but in oth- 
er refpfefts the two laft Were men of wit : Chiverny 

- had been ambaffador at thecburtof Vi^hi^a, and Ganil- 
lac was'th^ intimate friehd-of lord Slavr, ^mbaflador 
from England. The Regent wished to form connex- 
ions with this poWef, and to' changfe fe-cbniplietely the 
political fyftem, relative to his particular ihterefts, that 
M; de Torcy was not only Ufdcfsj but prejudicial to 
him: Therefore although th'e duke of Orleans toald 
not bdt eftc'em him, lie left him in the c6uncil of the 
regency, and £avehihi t h^Tu periti tc« dance of the- poft?, 
Withoiit permitting: him to entei^ the -Council of fireiga 

• affairs '; yet thYi tounfeil' hiid no other gUide or direftor 
' than Pecquet, its fecretary^ and whb had been clerk to 

M. de Tofcy.*' The.' foreign 'miniifters'^knew 'hot to 
whoin they were to apply to treat uponbaf^nefs ; a man 
who was not, nor ever-had been of the council, was ap- 
pointed to hear them'; this was M.-d'Armenbriville, 

• ordinary counfeTlor of date, who -had^^e^n int^bdant 
of the finances^ inti hid bought" the pfecc 6f tecittary 

' of ftate of M. de Tor6y 4 but\tf pdb toilUltU^«»ot fe ex- 
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eicife the funftlons. In 1718, the Abbe Dubois entered 
the council of foreign affairs ; in 1719, the offices of 
fecrctary of .ftatc "having been reeftablifhed, a fifth was 
created for the Abbe, and to which was attached the 
department of foreign affairs. The council had then 
nothing more to do ; Dubois became the folc inftru^ 
ment, and the folc organ of the policy of the Regent, of 
his correfpondence with the courts of London and Vi- 
enna, and of his great cavils with Spain and Alberoni. 
It was during this adminiffration that the treaty pf ^he 
o'ladruple alliance, &c. was concluded, 

Dubois, who at length became cardinal, was one of 
thofe men.againll whom many things may, in all fafety 
of confcicnce be faid, and to whom there is neverthelcfs 
fomc good to be attributed ; .but we ought, however to 
be careful of what we fay in his favour, for fear of be- 
ing tho'ight declared partifans of a bad charafter. Born 
in the loweft order of the Bourgeoifie of Brive, in Li- 
moufin, he was firft attached to the Father le Teller,, 
confeflbr to the king, who gave him an opportunity of 
acquiriDg a good education; afterwards to a vicar of 
Saint Euftache, whom he was fortunate enough to 
pleafe, and who wifhing to place in the tuition of the 
duke of Chartres, afterwards Duke of Orleans and Re- 
gent, a man incapable of giving him umbrage, pro<!ured 
this honour to Dubois, He was at firft no more than 
fubpreceptor under M, de Saint Laurant, to whofc place 
he afterwards fucceeded. He pleafed his pupil by flat- 
tering his paflipBS ; but the iryi^ coup de par tic the Abbe 
Dubois made, and by which his fortune began, was his 
determining the EKjke of Orleans to marry Mademoi- 
fclle de Blois, natural daughter to Lewis XIV, i^ot- 
withftanding the great oppofuion and .rcpugnancqi of 
Madame.. ... ., 

In ihofe delicate affairs, filent and obfcure int^-igues 
are the means which are.moft advantageoufly employ- 
ed ; it was therefore Dubois who concluded this great 
bufmefs. Continuing to make himfelf agreeable, j&cr 
fas et ncfaSy to his pupil, (now become hi^ .maftcr) and 
having 'endeavoured to infpire him with vice, rather 
than virtue, he epjoyed. the greateft credit fron; the 
beginning of the Regency ; having moreqv.CTmuch...wii 
and effrontery! and not beinj h^Idj^y %ny.confider^t|oa 
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capable of reilr4itnmg a gpod citiseiii lie put himfeif a 
the head of feveral intrigues, wbofe objeft was tbc par 
ticular interell of the Duke of Orleans, and not con 
formable to thofo of the "younger king and the ftatt 
His Gondu£b vas that of .bafe^ but political fpirits 
who, when they find obdacles on one iidr, turn to thi 
other. He fpoke naturally very well when he was no 
embarrafled ; but when he treated of affairs with pco 
pie of whom he was not fare, he hefitated and ftammrr 
«d, perhaps to give himfelf time to think of what h( 
ought to anfwcr; he was deceitful and guilty of th 
greateft falfehoods^ but he did not fpread with the fam 
effrontery that he conceived them. Capable of th 
greatefl atrocities, he was fometimcs convicled of them 
then he trembled, bluihed and was confuft^d ; but h 
was always very far from changing for the better, o 
repenting: His manners and converfation formed 
perfe^ contraft with his ecclefiafttcal habit : He f%vore 
blafphemed, and faid the mod indecent things againf 
religion : But he ought to bo reproached moft >viti 
having perfuaded his prince, that there was not in th< 
world either real piety or true probity— that cver^ 
thing confided in arriving at a propofcd end, by keep 
ing fecret the means made ufe of for that purpofe, lit 
extended the principles of this bad edutjition to thi 
Duchefs of Berry, daughter of the Regent. It tvas thi 
man whom the QuUeof Orleans made-fecretary of dat< 
for foreign affairs at a time when he found himfelf ob 
ligcd to reftore to thefe officers their fikiftions. 

The connexion of the Regent with the Englifh, wa 
inandged by the Abbe Dubois and ' CanUlac^with Ear 
Stanhope and Lord Stair ; but Dubois liaving p^ffefTec 

' nimfelf of the real fecret of that arrangement, was th< 
only perfon who could follow it up. He-was^certain 

'ly a penfionerof' England, that Is, of the enemiea oi 
the ftatCj ind the Gatliolic religtoi? *, but aS it was foi 
the Regent he intrigued, ^c feared nothing froifi him 
In 17^0, this worthy edcleliaftic was promofedto the 

' archbiihbpric of Cambra^j and (;btained it "with circum 
ftances' which, for the honour bf religion, Idare noi 
infert; In 1721, he' was made tardinal, ahd in X723 
was defctared prim^ininiftcr^ wben th^ Regent w^sob 
Uged to give lip tothe King, at leaft in 4[»^earance, th« 



iclm ef tlie ftate^' * It may ea(Uy be believed that tb« > 
Duke of Orleans thought of niaktbg him oftenftble ' 
iiinifler.only^ and of. being the real one himfelf : Yet 
rho knows that Dubois would not have remained 
prime minifter if the Regent had :died befoi^ him;* 
but it happened to the contrary, and the Duke of Or- 
eans was obliged to t^ke this title; M. de Morville, 
ion of M» d'AT^enonville, keeper of the fealt, who 
^ad the Hiarine department, took that of foreign alFairs, 
md kept it under the authomy of the Duke of 3our« 
}on, who had the title of prime miniiler after the 
Duke of Orleans. < This prince had no merit which 
Tiade bim fit for this palace, his fole recommendation 
ffis the ^gretttnefs of his birth ; he was merely oftenfi- 
jle, and every body knew the agent by whom he was ' 
governed; - M^ de MWville Wzs a man t>f but middling 
ibilitteSi yet he ^had* good fenfe,^ and a- juftjudgment : 
He poflefled'-afecoikiaTy merit/ which we diflinguifh 
)y the name* of hon 'ioii^eur^ (a peribn who hearkens pa^^ 
iently 'to what' is foid: to bim) ; he never fpoke but in 
.it turn^ nor without giving bin^fcH time to think* 
vh^t he -ought 'te fays then whatever he faid was to 
ne poiiit.' Mebmrent from his audiences pleafed with 
saving been attentively heard. He retired in Auguft 
1727; his father gaVe Up the feals ae the fame time, 
ind they were both replaced -by M. Chauveitn, : in 
^vhom their tifles were united. The father died the 
;car following^ the fon in i73a* 

The council of war,-eflabH(hed under the regency, 
^ad for its ^chief the Marihal Vil Ian, already famous 
^r his vt^ftories gained over the enemy, and who feem- 
'd to have reilored the tarnifhed glory of the arms of 
' ranee to its former luftre. — This general's dcfefts were 
canity and prefumption, or at le*aK all the appearances 
•fthem ;. otherwiie he had a greatnefs of mind, good 
^nfe, and marked talents for war. But however bril« 

ant ckefe advantages may be, they are not fuflicient to 

'ike a good miniiler for the department he held. 
therefore the Regent, in placing him at the head of 
- e council, gave him nothing more than a publick 

prefencation, without the real adminiftration. The 
nufhal flattered himfelf he ihould have the diftribui 
•ou of favours, but n^eans weve foon foiind to lake it 



away from htm ; it was decided tha^ this diftrifaulioa 
fhonldbe ihade in full council. It would have been a 
perpetual* fource of frightful diiTendons among the 
members ; but they liked better to operate each of them 
with ihe Regent, relative to the different military corps 
ever which they were particularly charged to watch, 
and leave hini to pronounce the appointment ; this is 
really what, happened, and the Regent difpofed of fa- 
vours with as much authority as Lewis XIV, had 4one. 
Nothing remained to .the military counfellors, than 
the.care of digeiling fome ordonnances and regulations 
of difcipline: And when they propofed any new ex- 
penCes, they found -themfelves fuDJe& to the exam in a* 
tion and control of the two lovreft members of the 
council of war ; men of the robe^ who had in their de- 
partments, war, finances, contra^s, diftfibuition of funds 
•—the real buiinefs of preceding war minifters, and the 
only one with whiich they ought to be charged* One 
was M. de Saint Contcfl:;^ who bad been .a long time in- 
tendant of the frontier provinces ; the other M. le 
Blanc, mailer of requeils. TneafurerSy commiifaries of 
war, and con tra&ors, knew thefe two gentlemen only; 
confequently the whole machine of war turned upon 
them ; therefore M. le filanc foon made himfelf maf- 
terofthe ground; and when the lecretaries of (late 
were rccftabliflicd, he became one of them. .The form 
of t-he council of "war oxided, however, for feme years; 
but M. le blanc having united; all the. details of M. de 
Saint Conteft to his own, was.the (priiig and pivot of it. 
He had the fame credit as. M. de Chamillard and M, de 
Louvois ever had before .him. Certainly he was not 
without talents and.addrefs for his perfonal cpndu6l:, 
and he had a great knowledge of the buiinefs of the 
war olfice; but the details of finances and military ad- 
mini ftration became very delicate in the mid ft o/ .the 
pecuniary embarraffments occaiioned by the fyftcm of 
M. Law, and afterwards by the yifa. In 1723, M, Ic 
Blanc was difplaced, and lent to the Baftile, with the 
intentioft of profecuting him. His department was 
filled by M. Breteuil, intendant of Limoge, a mild and 
pliant man, but extremely ignorant ; every body knows 
that the eifential fervice which he rendered to ihe car- 
dinal Dubeiili procured him this place; be f up ported 
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*h4m{clf under the Duke^ by extreme «onrplaifmce to 
perfons in favour. Meifrs. de 3elleifle and de Sei« 
chelles, intimate friends and counfellorsof M; le Blanc, 
were alfo put into the Baftile, fome months after hinw 
The ftorm continued to threaten them during the 
whale admin i drat ion of the Duke ; but as foon as the 
prince was fent toChantilly, every thing changed ; M> 
de Breteuil returned to place, and the fa&ion of Belle* 
ifle and de Sechelles fent in their <turn the two broth* 
ert, all powerful under the Duke of Orleani, one to. 
the Baftile, the ot^r into exile. In 172& M. le Blanc 
died; M. Dangervilliers, inteodantof Paris, who had 
for a long time occupied the fame poil in the province 
of Alface, took his place, and M. de Breteuil remained 
aloof.— M. Dangervilliers, fon or grandfon of a 'fa^ 
mous partifan, who lived under the adminiftration of 
Colbert, is defcended from a celebrated phyfidan and 
botanift, has wit ahd talents, with defcAs, aad fame 
ridicule in his.charader* 

The council of the marine was compofed like that 
of war, and had the fame fate ; the Count of Toaloufe 
was its honorary chief, the Marflial d'Edrees, prefi- 
dent, and it was blended with fome officers and old in« 
f:.ndants6fthe marine, who were charged with all the 
details. La Chapelle, an old firft clerk of M. de Pont, 
chartrain, was fecretary :- As the marine was now rev 
duced to a mere trifle, this council appeared to be of lit* 
tie importance. As foon as the fecretaries of flate were 
reeftablilhed, M. d'Armenonville, who had bought 
the employ of M. de Torcy, bad the affairs of this de- 
partment, the Abbe Dubois being charge des of aires et^ 
rangeres, as fifth fecretary of (late* M. de Maurepas 
retook the office of the rontchartrains, his father and 
grandfather ; but he had the expediting of the affairs of 
the king's houfehoJd, and of Paris only, under the io- 
fpeflion and orders of his father in law^ la Vriliierc« 
This continued till ij2Aj when M. d' Armenonville be* 
came keepei of the feals; M. de Morviile being fecre<* 
tary of ftate for the marine department. At the deafk 
of the Cardinal Dubois in 1 723, M« de Morviile rook 
the adminiftration of foreign affairs, and M. de Afau-* 
Tcpas had the whole department poireffed by his father 
previous to the death of Lewis XIV. The mariiM 
M 
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4:oUiicil had been fupprefled in i78«; after having been 
JPorfome time in a iangnifhtng ftate. The young ma- 
rine xiiniCler is more amiable, but Hill more x|gnoraiit 
than his father was ; ke delights in pleafantries, which 
may be called the pranks of a young courtier, rather 
than malice and acrimony of difpofition, of which it 
was faid his father was capable. But he enjoyed too 
Ibcn the charms and advantages of admfniflration, and 
it does not appear that he is yet acquainted with its 
chittes and principles. Me was but eighteen years of 
age, when his clerks fatd to him, ^ Monfeigneur, 8- 
HiuCe yourfelf, leave bufinefs to us ; if you wilh to ob- 
lige any perfon, make your intentions known to us, 
and we will Bnd proper means to give fuccefs to what* 
ever you pleafe. Moreover, forms and rules are learnt 
in proportion as affairs and opportunity prefent them- 
felvcs, and enough of thefe will pafs before your eyes, 
to give you in a fhort time more experience than we 
have." Jt muft, however, be agreed, that we may pafs 
a long life in labouring without principles, and never . 
learn any thing, and that experience is rather the fruit 
of refledion upon what we have fcen, than the rcfult of 
an infinity of fafts to which Ave have not paid all the 
attention they merited* 

A council for home affairs was formed in 1716, 
The Duke of Antin was prefidcnt; the Marquiflcs 
of Bringhen and Brancas, were placed with fome 
Counfcllors of ftate, maitres des requites^ and counfellors 
of parliament ; this council was to be charged with the 
fame objc£l of adminiftration as the prefent council of 
dxfpatches. It exifted till the reeftablifhment of the 
fecretarics of ftate, 'that is to fay, about three* years ; 
after which M. de la Vrillicre returned to the care of 
the provinces which had formerly belonged to him. 
M. d'Armenonville and Maurdpas were charged wilh 
the reft. The miniftcrs of foreign affairs and that of 
war, had authority at that time ; it was not till after- 
wards that they were reftored to their places. 

At length, to all thefe councils was added one of 

rommerc^, the prefidency of which was given to the 

Marlhal Villeroy, a man of the world, to whom the 

. Duke of Orleans was little dlfpofcd to give employ- 

mentand confidcration. With him weic affociatca ma- 
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sy^ counfellors of ftate, and maiires dts requtUs^ to 
whom was dtflrributed tl»s care of di fie rent branches of 
commerce ; and they were not only charged to watch 
over thenn, but to make proper regulations^ whereby 
they might be augmented and im*proved> Nothing. 
could be mpre interelilag to the ilate, thaa what might 
rcfult from fuch a council ; but it was neceOTary it 
fhouid be dire6ied, that there ihould be an unanimity 
in its operations, which Ihould all have tended to one 
end only ; but this is what was wanting in that as well 
as in all the other councils : When the Mar (halVilleroy 
was difgtaced, it was dcflroyed, or, at leaft, it remain- 
ed two or three years in ina£lion* it was at length rc- 
cftablifhed under the name of the royal council of com- 
merce ; the king prcfided there as well as at the royal 
coun'cil of finances, that-of difpatches, and at the coun- 
cil of date, properly fo called. The names of a part of 
the Biiniders, and of feme counfellors of ftate, are upon* 
tiieliftf ofthe members of this council ; the comptroller . 
general of finances,, and the fecrctary of ftate for the 
marine department,. are effential members of it/ There 
was a board of commerce more numerous eClablifhed 
to propofe fuch bufinefs as was to be laid before the 
council. The ofioices of the intendants of commerce 
created, under Lewis XIV, were rceflablifhed, and 
each commercial city fcnt a deputy to Paris. All this 
prefents the idea of a wife and good adminiftration ; 
but it is, in reality, upon paper only ; the royal coun- 
cil of commerce ncveraflembled, the board but feldom,.- 
thc intendants and deputies 36I: with the ComptroIleF' 
general only, and know no body but him; the latter 
are his clciks, and former his clients: Finances and 
commerce may be faid to be the fame thing in France, 
and to move round the fame axis* 

It ought to be concluded, from the fupprefTion of 
the councils eftablilhcd under the regency, and the in- 
adtyity in whichrthe principals of the royal councils 
which decorate ouri almanacks are lufTered to languiHi, 
that it is not yet known in France v/hat advantage may 
be derived from councils, diflinguifhing well what 
ought to be fubmitted to their deliberation, from that 
which fliould be left to the daily decifion of minifters 
of each department ; and what ought to laid before the 
^ngi fxotm. that which, they may perfonally decide 
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upon in* their cabiti^tn. All the ordonnance*, aod the- 
general regulations, which form the laWy.and cflablifh 
principles in the adminiftration, ought to be deliberate, 
ed upon in council, difouffed, ferioufiy examined, and 
iinally decided therein, as far as agrees with the confli« 
tucion of a monarchy, wherein every council ought to 
be nothing more than a deliberative body. Every 
qiieflion agitated there, ought to be clearly propofed, 
and it is the duty of the miniiler to make this propoli- 
tion. Each mjniiler ought to b« the reporter of the 
affairs relative to his department^ as ho is to look to 
their execution when once they are regulated,. I fpeak 
not of little pHvate affairs with which the board is at 
prefent amufed, in the royal councils of finance and 
difpatches, when they are aiTembled, but of general 
regtilaiions, for which alone oounoils^ at which the 
king afTiris in perfon, (hould be called together.. Min-. 
iflers^arc not fuHiciently aware of (he importance it is 
to them to have guarantees for thcfe regulations. By 
liking them upon ihemfclves, they are expofed to be- 
come refponfible for every difficulty xhey lufFcr either 
in the regiftering or execution ;• they are frequently 
viflims to their imprudence, and thus-furnifh occafions, 
of being difplaced. With refpefl-to favours, councils 
fhould be acquainted with the principles only upon 
which the nxiniftcr propofes them ; but it is highly im- 
portant even for miniflers, that thefe principles (hould 
be fomewhere depofited ; they ought to be their buck- 
ler to fortify themfelves againft unjufl demands : And 
it is highly neceffary they (hould thus defend them- 
felves. For one favour againfl rule and reafon which 
the minifler accoids to thofe whom he perfbnally and 
really protc6l.% he is obliged to grant twenty others to 
pcribns protc6led by his patrons, and by ihofe to whom 
he cannot refufc any thing ; in that cafe, being preffed, 
he knows not wh^^t to anfwer. If he refufes to one 
what he grants to another, he creates to himfelf difa- 
greeable cavils. A wife man,, on going into place, 
ought to take more meafures to enable him to refufe, 
without doing himfelf much harm^ than !o*givc every 
thing according to his fancy; for it is certain he can 
never bring about the latter. However, he (hould A- 
ways refufe withowit caprice, and receive wiih mild«- 
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tkTs even the mod unreafonable demands ; and, ab'o%*e aH, . 
never promt fe that ^hieh he is ROt fure to perform : Hoc 



ESSAY XXXV. 



EXEMPLARY CHARACTER OF CARDINAL ROHAR 

J. Have jaft treated in a long article, an important 
fubjc&t to edablifh occadonally great maxims, and dfaw 
interefling portraits^ I dare affert their jufthcfs and 
rvfemblance, having fpoken according to perfonal and 
certain knowledge only : I have defcribed ftatefmcn, 
or at leaft thofe who (hould have been fo. At prefent 
I mean to treat of the principles of conduft men ought 
to follow in private life, and in fociety, always from my 
own experience, or the examples of petfons with whom 
I have been moft acquainted. 

The mod perfeft model of a great Snd amiable man of 
rank is the cardinal Rohan ; although he is but a man 
of middling abilities, contra8;ed in erudition and read^ 
ing, has neither been charged with the adminiflratioa 
of the higher departments, nor applied himfelf much to ' 
iraportant affairs, he has a remarkable advantage over 
thofe who have been deeply engaged in negociatipns 
and publick bufinefs. He has neither the figure nor 
features of a prince fit to command armies ; but he ia 
the mod handfome prelate in theworld ; and, -when 
young., was a charming Abbe of quality. He maintain* 
ed his thefis, in the Sorbonne, in a didinguifhcd man- 
ner ; his lefTon was given him ; but he retained it with 
facility, and he delivered it with grace. Having ob- 
tained early the bifhopric of Stratfburgh, and the car. 
dinal'shat, he was charged with negociations at the 
courts of fe vera! German princes, and in the Conclave^- 
M a 
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at Rom^, he always gQt through them with dignity. aMd* 
c^fc ; aod, certainly, if any body has been able.to verify 
the fingular and proverbial cxpreflion, that men of qmU 
ity knozu every things tdtfiout learning any things it is the 
oardinal de Rohan. His policy wa« always paQive ; 
he accommodated himfelf to time and place ; to govern- 
ments and circumfl:ances« With fuch a condu6l he 
might have appeared mean ; but he knew always how> 
to (lamp his a6lions with a charader of noblenefs, in. 
fuch a manner as to be applauded by fools and pardon^ 
ed by men of qndcrfiandin^ He declared himfelf, ac- 
cording to circumftatnces, in favQur of the bull Uni^ 
genitusj or left the Janfenift« to think as they thought 
proper. He was made a member of the council of the 
Rjcgenqy, at the end of the adminiflration of the duke 
of Orleans, to infare the cardinal Dubois the fame nuik 
as the. Cardinals Richelieu<and Mazarine had enjoyed 
in the eouncit* It v/as perceived that Dubois had no, 
rfght to pafs over fuch a charm, after eighty years in- 
terruption»^ The birth of M. de Rohan, and the dig- 
nities with which he vf.as ipyeded, independently of. 
the cardinalihip, made him fufcef^tible^of it, burhe was, 
the forerunner only of a prime minifter very unworthy 
of that hish office ; after all, what could the cardinal 
Rohan lo(e by this coniplaifance ? Ije acquitted him-, 
fclf of the ceremonies of the church, to which his of- 
fice of grpat almoner obliged him, in the mod becoming 
manner, without affe£ling toq^much devotion : Neither 
is he accufed of hypocrify y nor ean any reproach him 
with indecency. He behaves more nobly at Stratf- 
burgh and Saverne than any German prince, or even 
the ecclefiaftical e.le^oi;s : His court and retinue are 
numerous and brilliant ; with all this, he preferves, 
that air of dcc.ency which the diflinguilhed members 
of the French clergy have, ai)d which is pot to be 
found among thofe of Germany and Italy : He is gal- 
lant, but he finds opportunities enough to fatisfy his 
inclination to pleafure wil^h great princeffes, fine wo- 
men, and canonelTes double proof, lb as not to demean 
himfelf by gallantry ; or, at leafl, to be ;ic.cufed of low 
debauch. The cardinal,^ fometimes, in fpeaking of 
himfelf, modeilly gives you to underftand, there mu ft 
be in him fomc rcfemWance of. Lewis XI.V, as. well in. 
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his per fon as 'his chara£^er*, in-fallf t^ prineefs ef 
Soubife, his mother, was very beautiful ; w« knoyr 
that Lewis XIV, was in love with her, and the epocha* 
of this ^enc^Jit is near the year 1674, in which the- 
cardinal de Rohan was- born. If thei^e be any truth in 
this anecdote, we may add, that, defcended from a very 
great prince, it is pqdible other great princes owe to 
him their exifteoce.: His politenefs to individuals wha 
go to i«e him, whether it- be >t his bifhopric, the court, 
or at' Paris, proceeds certamly more from habitude 
than fentiment ; but carries fo much the mark of friend- 
(hip, that, even though perfuaded that it is not fincere, 
men fuffer th^nfelves to be feduced by it. As foon a« 
you arrive he feems to have a thoufand* things to fay to 
you, as a coR&dential favourite, and foon afterwards he 
leaves you to fpeak to anoclier ; but, whilft he does 
what is moft agreeable'to himfelf, he feems to think* on- 
ly of leaving, you maftei^ of his houfe, withdraws for 
fear of embarrai{U>g and importuning you, whilH:; on 
the contrary, you would embarrafs and importune him 
by prolonging your vifit. In a word, nobody poffefres 
the talent of pleaftng more than the cardinal de Rohan ; 
but it does not belong to every one to make ufe 6{^ th'e 
r^me means. Every body is riot permitted to go /# Obrintk: 
this old adage may be applied to. the ufe of more than 
one amiable quality ; there are people who may negle6b 
Tome one of them : Others who ought to coUecl as ma- 
ny at poffible, and who dill iucceed with difficulty, 
not with (landing all the refQurdes, furjjiifhed them, by 
natHre* 
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ON PUNCTUALITY. 

-K WILL return in a moment to the art and meaas of 
(leafing ; but I wiih to lay a word more upon exadl- 
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tudd, and pun£hiality ; thsfe are merits of tKe febond 
order ; they feetn tobelong to fubaltems only ; yet they 
are fometimes very valuable : I confefs that I ain fcru^« 
puloufly attacked to th^i&, although 1 have a fbfong do- 
me flick example to the contrary. My father wa^the 
leafl punflual of any nan living ; he never knew what 
it was o'clock ; charged with an inBrntty of details, 
mod of them very important, but of differea^ kinds, he 
fi^ot through them vrhen he could^ or when he would, 
l^Jits andftaHs^ though interrupted ioceffantly by one 
or the other % but his fi^re and a6live genius fup plied 
every thing : He always found the end of his threads, 
although he broke them every moment .; and embraced 
fuGceflively an hundred diEerent obje^s, without con- 
founding them. I admired this wonderful talent, but 
never perceived that I polfelTed it« I have introduced 
more method, order and punfbuality in my proceedings, 
but my brother took the refolution of imitating my 
father. For. my part, I thought it migh^be prefump* 
tive to follow that route, whoni nature hadoot pointed 
it out* Moreover, when you are not fare of being a- 
bove proceeding methodically, and wifli, notwithftax^* 
ing, to attain that elevation, you run a riOi of being un- 
equal to your affairs, and of lofing and^dilhonouring . 
yourfclf. 
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ON THE' ART OF PLEASING. 

J[\^ONCRlEF, who is attached to my brother,- came 
to commuRicate to me his projeft of printing a bodk, 
intitled : D>e la ntceffite et des moycns de plaire,' " My 
dear Moncricf," faid 1 to him, " n.othing is fo cafy as 
to treat upon the f>rft head tff thy difcourfc"; all the 
world feels it ; all the world has a dcfire to plcafe, but 
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the meins are extremely difficult to be found : It is a 
difficult, and very delicate matter to indicate the truo: 
ones ; they depend upon a great number of circumftan^ 
ces, which make them vary ad infinitum,** From this- 1 
entered with htm into particulars, of which I hav& 
fmcc committed a part to paper. After hearkening ta 
me attentively, " Sir," anfwered he, humbly, " I will 
make ufe of the fage re£lt6lions you have juft communis 
cated to me ; but the plan of my work is not laid ex- 
aftly in the manner you propofe." — ** Thy work ! Is it 
already finiihcd ?" replied I. " Yes, Sir, it is in the 
Prefs." In faQ:, in a very little jtime afterwards, he 
brought it to me, printed and well bound : I have read 
it, and this reading has recalled to my miiid what a man 
of wit, a friend or mine, once faid to me, as we were 
walking in a great library, where there were a multitude 
of books upon fpeculative philofophy, metaphyfics and 
morality : " Here are,** faid he, ** tkoufands of Volumes^ 
ofzckich the greateji numbtr ought to be Jypprejfcd^ and the 
rtjt nezo modelled ;*' — That of Monc R ief is fo much the 
more rf the latter defcription, on account o^ its being 
very inanimately written : It is, therefore, tirefome^ 
although a fmall volume : He finifhes with fairy talcs, 
above the capacity of children,, and not intcrcfting^ 
enough to men, 

Moncrief faid himfelf that the marvellous could not 
be agreeable, but by the manner of reprefenting it ; 
that otherwife improbability difgufted and fatigued* 
His tales are the befl proofs of this truth. 

Moncricf's mother was the widow of a precureur^ 
called Parad is. She was a woman of wit, and knew 
how to ufe it to advantage^ and to bring- up two chil- 
dren, which her hufi>and had left her. — By the protec- 
tion of my brother one of them became a fubaltern of- 
ficer, and, at ]en>gth, commander of a fmall' place ; ther 
eldeil had the greater (hare of his mother's afFc^on, 
whO| to introduce him into the world, made the^laft 
efforts to clothe him well : She fcnt him to the thea- 
tres, to the places fet apart for the moil didinguifhed 
people, where he might make ufeful acquaintances. 
Moncrief j fel lowing his mother's counfels, became ac- 
quainted with me and my brother, amongd otherf. 
This ha» been hcnefipjal. to^hitti $ our reUupK\9 wrce ii^ 
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place ; my brother made hini' his private friend aind 
fecretary, upon the mod genteel footing : Some years 
afterwards he attached himfelf to the Comte de Cler- 
mpnt, Prince of the Blood, and he had the fiattering 
title of fecretary to his congmanderics ;. he had even a 
lifl of vacant benehces depending upon this prince 
Abbe ; but he propofed no fubjed but with the appro* 
bation of certain women of the opera. He quarrelled 
with this Utile court ; but my brother repaired all by 
malcing him reader to the queen, and fecretary general 
of the pollis^ It is faid he had learned to fence, and 
that he was even received as a fencing mailer ; what 
makes this probable is, that when Moncrief became 
reader to the queen, and confequently at court, his 
age was enquired' after ; His friends^ wiihed to prove 
him older than he appeared to be,, and quoted the 
epocha of hi« reccption^in the corps of fencing roafters,, 
M\ de Maiirepas would affure himfelf of it ; and, ha v.. 
ing had occa,Qon to read the UQl of the members of this 
community, who prayed a reaewal of their privileges,, 
he found^ in fa6l, the name of Paradis at the head* He 
afked the Syndics what was become of this mader : 
The anfwer was, that he had difappesr.ecl fbr fome tirhe, 
and confeqyently renounced the profelHon.. The miij- 
ifter, who, as every body knows,.loves a.little waggery, 
related this anecdote ta the king^ According to this 
account, Moncrief was eighty years of age* Lewis 
XV, having laughed a^t it a good d^«l, finding Mon- 
crief one day with ^4ie^q4ieen, faid to him, i)^><u( kn9w, 
Moncrief ^ that i'hcn an peopU zchc give you eighty years of 
age ? Yes^ Sire^ Siofwered he, ^w/ I do not take i'hem. For 
my part, I do not believe that Moncriei has heed a 
fencing mader ; it mud rather have been his brother, 
in whom his mother could no^ £n4 other talents for 
fociety than fencing, which is not a very focial one. 

t return to Madame Paradis, With wit, reading, an. 
agreeable manner and addrcfs, fbe procured hcrfcif a. 
good income. Towards the end of the reign of Lewi^ 
XIV, there was. more pretenfion to wit in intrigues than 
at prefent : It was the cudore to write gallant notes, 
which required apfwers of the fame kind, and the ar^ 
d<3ur of the cavalier wa^ judged of by t,he energy of the 
iSt;^ers which he |pt, fecfetly delivered ; The lovcr^. in 
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the fame manner, calculated his hopes according to the 
anfMrer. Madame Paradis devoted hcrfelf to the epif* 
tolary ftyle ; being known to fcvcral ladies of the gal- 
lant court of Lewis XIV, fhe afflfled them with her pen 
to make agreeable advances, or give tender anfwers ; 
<nd this was no real injury to her fortune, nor to the 
advancement of her fon* Moncrief appeared to inherit 
the talent of his mother. My brother having made a 
journey into Touraine, became intimately and particu- 
larly acqaainted with a lady ©f this province. After 
his return to Pari?, he received from her fome letters of 
gaD^ntry, to which, in politenefs, he could not but re- 
lurn anfwers. He charged. Moncrief to write them, 
who acquitted himfelf like k worthy fon* of Madame 
Paradis, and fpared my brother the trouble of even 
copying them. But the mof): whimfical confequence 
of this correfpondence was, my brother having become 
minifter, and the young lady a wife, fhe had occafion 
to write about fome affair to her old lover, and was 
much furprized at not finding, in his anfwers, either 
the ftyle cf the letters fhe had pceferved, 01^ even the 
fame hand writing : We may learn by this, that minif- 
tcrs, and thofe who are dedined to become fo, do not 
always do that of themfelves, from which they gain the 
mofl honour. 

As I faid to Moncrief, there is nobody but is con- 
vinced of the ncceffity of pleafing, and who has not, 
rr.ore or lef«, the defire of doing it ; but this is not all ; 
talents arc moreover neceffary.— Every a^or upon a 
theatre carries with him the defire of being applauded; 
yet there are many who come off with being hiffcd and 
/iooted. To fucceed, two kinds of talents are neceiTa- 
ly ;, thofe which nature gives, and cannot othcrwife be 
acquired, (lature, figure, and an agreeable voice ; natu- 
re!, cafy, gay and amiable wit ; thofe who poffefs not 
ihefe advantages, fliould procure to themfelves a fiQ:i- 
tious amiability ; though it is never worth that which 
ti real, and what may properly be called innate : But 
i.ill it is of fome value ; it is ftudied, but it muft ap- 
"f'.ir naturai ; is infcnfibly gained by habitude ; and 
.e occupation of improving, acquired advantages be- 
- Jin:;s agreeable. 
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The defire of excellinc^ cannot be too much cpneeaK 
cd ; on the contrary, what ought to be moft remarked, 
x>r fuppofed in you, ia the defire of making others ap- 
pear to advantage. AfFedion, or at leail the appearance 
of it ; admiration, real or pretended ; flattery, delicate- 
]y managedj never fail to lucceed. When you perceive 
that any particular vice if difpleafing, affe£b the oppo- 
iite virtue. This contrail is the art of pleating in loci- 
ety, what the daro objcuro it in |)ainling : The colour- 
ing mud be heightened by contrails ; the colours muil 
be laid on thick, and the pencils managed with delica^ 
cy. Good nature, iincerity, and compTatfance, muil be 
afTcded, yet tin&ured with a little criticifm. 

A'fatincal chara^ler is frightful and difpleaiing in it- 
Tel f; but, as able phyiicians transform poifons into 
remedies, men of great wit manage criticifm and irony, 
fo as to amufe fome perfons, and corre& others, without 
faying any thing offeniive ; and what elfe is fable and 
"good comedy ? 

Let us acknowledge that we drive not to pleafe oth» 
ers but from a motive of felf love : But it it necefiary 
to veil it fo as to prevent its being even fufpefied. Let 
us go dill further^ and add, that we mud not be too 
anxious al>out people whom we with to pleafe : They 
are embarraiTea by being fpoken well of in their pref- 
ence ; they would often prefer being criticifed, pro- 
vided it did not exceed what they could defend with 
advantage. 

Compliance is the lad fpring to put in motion, 
and which afts well in fecrct only : Such as aie known 
to be of an accommodating charaftcr are fufpe£led ; we 
are inclined to look upon them as deceitful, and even 
treacherous. 

We eaiily perfuade thofe who are in aflliftion, that 
we ourfclvesare affefted by it, becaufe whoever par- 
takes ^f trouble cannot be fufpe6led of interef^ed 
views ; but nothing is more difficult than to perfuade 
thofe who are unhappy, and arrive at great employ.^ 
that we tcioice fi nee rely at their good fortune : They 
think, and with reafon, that wt ihould trouble our«> 
felves but little about it, if our perfonal intered were 
not concerned therein. Men, in a fubordinate Atua- 
<iioi\ are not thanked for their compiaifance : It is 



looked upon as one of their obligations; it Is even, 
fometimes, by this they get their bread ; but it is very 
valuable in fupenior s^ provided it be not fufpeded to 
take its fource from weak nefs or limplicity* 

Indulgence for faults, whirh is founded upon indif** 
ference only, humiliates him who experiences jt,^ 
and renders: odioa&the 'perion hy whom it is exercif- 

«d. .. . • • '^ • ' ' ." * ' . : .'.'. 

A difdainful air, a contemptible tone, make great 
men hated ; but a low and cringing manner, make them'* 
defpifed,' which is^ flill; worfe.-^A noble politenefs is 
what they ought to be aoibitious of; and which they 
often poiTcfs j. but that. wJhtch is equally rare and pre-* 
ciouS in aU ranks isequabtlily^.. UniEi»ppily itsoppofite 
is not difcovered till fifjtei* aoertatn time of probations 
weiare.^rea^ently (edu^d into ftroog connexions, be^ 
fore wc difcovcr tjiat tjhcie with whom we have form- 
ed thenx are Unwonhy otfour eiiteemv becaufe they have ' 
for fome timeimpofed upon theafelves the neceflity of 
pleailog; on the:-firft..n^gled, their defeds and infup- 
portable humour ^ppeat; the. beginning of the ac- 
quaintance was ferene and agreeable ; tke end of it be* 
comes clouded, and fometimes tempeftuous ; but when 
an engagement is formed, life pafles in regretting the 
Hrft moments y they return but £eldoni, and it is necef^ 
fary to confole purfelvcs for an attachment to a perfon 
of a capricious and unequal chara£ler, by recolle^ing 
the agreeable moments we have paflbd together, and by 
enjoying, the hope of finding others like them, 

Xhe relle&ion with which-Moncrif finilheshis book, 
appears to me to be the mod fenfible thing in it, and is 
B$ follows : ^< A man,on entering the world, (hould ex* 
ptGt to find two judges of all his anions— reafon and 
fclf love, or the intereil of others. The firft of thefe 
judges is always equitable and impartial; the fecond 
fevere, and freq^uently unjuft ; it is the child of jeal- 
oufy i let us drive not to allure it ; This is the means 
of pleafing and fucceeding«" 
I have related, in a few pages, all the maxims worth 

quoting from Moncrif's book ; De la ncujke et dcs mo^' 
€ns dcplaire^ in which there are three hundred* 
N 
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W iNPlFFERENCE^EXEMPLlFmD IN THE GH At- 
ACITR OP FONTENEIXE, MOKTESOyiEU, AND 

J. HAV£ often heard this bad maxim advanced, 
*' that be who is not a great enemy, is not a good 
friend:" By- which is undoubtedly meant, that he 
who is not capable of (irong hatred and Vengeance, 
cannot be warm. in the fervice of his friends. But let 
ui make a'di(itn6iton between the exceflfes into which ' 
our pailona may lead us, and the confequences of a 
wife and -deliberate attachment ; friendfhip ought to 
be of the latter defcription only ; if it became a paflion, 
.it would lofe its refpedabitity ; and be attended with 
all the dangers of love, which is the caufe of as many 
evils as hatred .and* vengeance. 'God preferve us from 
too much.. leve^ as wait as from too. much hatred ; but 
w^e ought to love. to a certain -degree : The heart of 
man has^needof -this fcmiment, and it'is of ufe to our 
minds, when it does not obfcirte them. But hatred * 
and the love^f'Vengeance cannot do otherWiCe than tor- 
mfinl us : Happy are.thcy who feel not thefe paffions ; 
cahnot we on the principle of rational affeftion, ferve 
our friends with .akrtneU and oconftancy, and be ^ven 
tenacious in a-ffarirs in which they are ifitereiled ? Is 
it neceffafy tp be cruel to one man, becaufe ^c arc 
friendly to another? «Does the malted bf a perfecutor, 
and the unreraittii^g affe^ion of a friend, flow from 
the fame complexion of mind ? By no means ; *for my 
part, I declare myfelf a wedk enemy, not only in force 
but in intentioni although X am a zealous and fteady 
friend, 

^If 1 have, received forae teproaches- upon my pre- 
tended indiffeience for people- with whom I live hab- 
itually, three of them delerve many more, and 1 do not 
"ftc^m them lefs on this accoiinl— their namef arc well 
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known m the warld,''fince the firft U M. de Fontc- 
nelle, the fecond the Prefident de Montef^uieu, and 
the third, the Preiident Renault. The lirfl: is charged 
with and convi£bed of a kind of apathy, perhaps blame- 
able with refpefl to others, but excellent for his own < 
prefervation : Being* taken up with himfelf only, and* 
amiable enough to make others concemeid for his wel- 
fare, he has, by managing his weak and delicate con- - 
flitution, always indulging his eafe, pufhed his career 
to eighty years of age, with thepltiaiing hope of feeing . 
the whole revolution of the century. . Eiich year 
gives him a new degree of merit, and adds to the inter* 
t(i his friends have in his exiftence.*^ They look upon ' 
him as one of thofe" mailerpiecet of art^ carefully and 
delicately wrought, and . precioully > preferved, be** 
caufe it is impolBble to make their equal. ' Hemake^ 
us not only recolle6b the brilliant age of Lewis XIV, ^ 
the end of which fome of us fa w, but alfo the wit of • 
fiuiferade. Saint Evremont, Scudery, and the tdtie of '• 
the Hotel de Rambouillet, the air of which we may be- 
lieve he. has bieathed upon the foot. - He has this ^ 
tone, but foftened, improved and adapted to the prefent 
agej lefs obfcure and pedantic than that of the Beaux 
Hfprits, which founded the academy y lefs finical than 
that of Julie d'Augennes, and his mother. His con- 
vcrfation is highly agreeable, mixed with fentiment^ * 
lefs refined than flrikiag, and with pleaQng anecdotes^ 
without being fatirical, becaufe they never relate but 
to literature, or gallantry andj'ociety. ' All his tales are 
Tnort, and for this realon more flrikihg ; they finifh by 
Something witty, which is a neccffary condition of fuch 
narratives. The eulogiums which he pronounces at 
the Academy of Sciences^ have in ihem the fame fpirit 
as his converfation ; they are confequently delightful : 
But 1 do not know if his manner of prefenting them be 
fuch a one as he ought to make ule of: He attaches 
Himfelf to theperfons of Academicians, llrives to char* 
a^lerifc, to paint them ; even enters into details of their 
private life ; and as he is an agreeable painter,* his por* 
traits are admired : But might not fome of them be 
compared to fine engravings, found at the head of the 
Works of certain heroes ? They prefent us with theiv 
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phyfiognomy, but leave u< with a wifli tbatxhey.had 
'.done fomething ■more. < - • 

It feems to tpe that the eulogium pf ao Acaoemicisn, 
Ihould be the extrad or crayon only of his4cadenn(»l 
works. It may be .obieftcd to thi», that there. ace, Ac- 
Jidemician* whofe works ^nd talcn^* furnUh not i«nat- 
ter of great eulogiwn ; but oo one band, even the l«rr«n- 
nefs or refufal of eulogiums, is one means of prcvent- 
jbg the Academy from admitting fubjcfts incapable ci 
doing it much honour: On the other, the proteftion 
which thofe who are honorary Member-s only, have 
■granted to the fcieijces, the favours they have procur- 
ed for the learned, may be .advant^gcoufly fpoken of 
in their bebalf,.and at -le«a their acal appUuded^It 
m«ft, howeve;,be a&reed that FP«'«"«^V?^ 'f S 
paffing-over the drynefc of matters to which thofe who 
were the fubjtas of his encomium applied .themfelves, 
/ays generally what is nceeffaiy. .It u tobe f"«d. his 
VuccefforsanS imitators will find.. t ea&eft to fpcak but 
little upon the..fttbjea, olhe.wife they Will fail in it 

"to r««ro t» the, pcrfonality of Fontenellc, we know 
U loves nothing to igrct degree ; but I pardon hxni W 
indifference, and love him beu?r on account of it ; we 
Jov? him for himfelf only, without requiring a return 
or being flattered by if—We may fay o h.mjhat 
M4idame de Deffant faid of her cat-", I love her e^- 
ceediuRly, heoaufe Ihe Is the. moft amiaUe creature m 
The wS J but I trouble myfelf little about the degree 
S a&aicn Oie has for me : I Ihould be very forry o 
^fc hur, becawfe I feel that I manage and perpetuate 
my pleafures. by emplpyi«g my cares to prolong her 

^mTrc}d(ntdc M^ttfquim^. n«^. ^^ °|.*^ "ouftet 
nelle, but has full as much wit, although of quite a- 
nXr kiud^it feems as if more ought to be expeaed 
, infSy from the Prefident. becaufe he .s more live- 
1?. even appear* more aaive, more fulieptvWe of er- 
t^^'ufi.fm. Atbonom. thefe two miads are |«npered a- 
like, Moatefquieu never -nakeshimfclf uneafy fo 
tny body, be h\s no ambition on his owa account . h 
leads travels and gathers knowledge, at length he 
wriU»/Ind foWy for bis pleafure. Being , man of 
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great fenfe^ be makes an agreeable ufe of what he 
knowS| but there la more wit in his books than- in his 
converfation, bccaufe he is never anxious to ihine in 
it. He has preferved the Gafcon accent, which he 
has from his country (Bourdeaux) and thinks it in 
Tome meafure beneath him to drive to get rid of it. He 
is carelefs in his ftyle, which is more ingenious and 
fomctimes more nervous than pure ; there is no order 
nor method in his works^ which are for this reafon 
more brilliant than indru^ive. He had an early tafte 
for a kind of bold philofophy, which he has combined 
with French gaiety and levity* and which has made 
his Lcttrcs.Perfonnts truely a delightful work* But if, 
on one hand, this book has been much admired, it has 
on the other, been juftly complained of ; there are 
paflages which a man of wit may eadly conceive, but 
fuch as a prudent man ought never to let appear in 
print : Thefe paflages have, notwithftanding, eftab- 
lifhed the reputation of the book and the author. He' 
would not have been, of the Academy .without this' 
work, wliich. ought to have excluded him from it. 
The Cardinal deFleury, fo prudent in other rcfpefls,'' 
fhewed on this occafion a putiUaaimity which may be 
attended with great confequences. The Prefident re* 
figned his employment, that his non refidence at Pari» 
might not be an obje^ion to his being received a Mem- 
ber of the Academy.^ His pretext was^ that he was go-.. 
ing to apply himfclf to a great work upon the fpirit of 
laws. The Prefident Henault, on quiting.hi^. employ, 
gave the fame reafon. . Thefe gentlemen were rallied 
by their JFriends, who told them, ** Tbey quitted their 
profefEon in order to learn it." . 

The faft is, Montefquieu wifhed to travel, to make 
philofophical remarks upon mea and nations, already 
xnown by his LeUres Perfannes : He was warmly re- 
ceived in Germany, England and Italjr, We do not 
know the whole extent of the obfervations and refiec- 
tioDS he made in different countries.— Since his return, 
he has publifiied but one work, printed in 1734, infi- 
lled, Confiderations fur Its caufes • de la grandeur it de la 
decadence des Remains^ In this Work he appears more 
fenfible, enlightened and referved than in hii LeUres Per< 
fmnes^ the matter keeps him from Wandering. It ia 
N a 
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faid, he ifs pwparmg to pqblifli his great work^updn 
tbefpimof lawH! I knovr already iome parts of it, 
whtch, fupported by the reputation ofthc atrthor, cati- 
not but augment its credit ; but I few the vrhofc witt 
not iiave this eflFeft, and that there will be motti agree- 
able chapters to tc^, more' iogeniotfs ahd fethicxng 
ideas, than true and nfeful inftruflions upon the tttan- 
ner in which we ought to digeft and undcrftand the 
laws. It i», however, a book whieh has be^n, and ftfill 
hBy greatly wanted, although much has been written 
upon the fubjed. 

We have good inftitutes of lije Roman xAVil laws ; 
we have tolerable ones in the French laws ; but Wo 
have none publiftied of general, orimiverfeil 6nfes. We 
have no £/prit des Leix^ and I doiibt much of our friend 
Montefquieu's giving us one which will fervc aS a 
guide and compafs to all the Legiflators of the world. 
I know him to have all poffiblc art ; he has acquired 
vaft knowledge in his travels, and in his retrbats to ijie 
country; but I predift Onctfmoro, that he wiH not 
give us the book we want, aflthough th^re ivili be 
found, in what he is com poling, many profotmd rdesrs, 
ttcivv thoughts, ftriking images, (allies 6f wit and ge- 
nius, and an infinity ofcurious fti£ls, w'hofe application 
fijppofes ftill moi^c tafte than (ludy. 

1 now return to the charaAer he bears in focretjr • 
great mildnefs and gaiety, a perfe^ equality, an air of 
fimplioity and good nature, Which, coniidering the rep- 
utation he hasaflre^dy acquired, is a peculiar nterir. 
He is fometimes sibfent, and ftrokes of naivete efcape 
him, which; make him appear more amiable, as they 
fofffi a contrafl with his acknowledged wit. I for|oti 
to fpeak of his litde poem in profo in th« Grecian tale, 
intitlcd JU TempU d< Qnidtn I know not if the_reputa«. 
tion of the Prefident^ gained by his Leiires Ferfannes^ 
has not contributed to make this trifle efteetned above 
its merit : It co^nraint much wit, fomeHmes grace ^nd 
voluptuoufnefs, whofe touches in fome ©laces are 
rather ftrong, and there reigns a kind of philofophical 
obfervation, which chara£lerires the author, but it is 
different from thole of his other works.-^Fontenelle 
•cnainly could not have written Les ConfidcrationsfuT 
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lcsR&fHnnf\hnt Lt Ttmple'de Gnidt ^ould have been 
better c(>nftrttftcti by him thArt by Morrtef<)uieu. 

I will not oppofe the gallantry of ih-e Pfefident to 
thdt of FbtiterncHe, bccatrfe Mt>ntefqaieu bad none : He 
wrifcs little or no poetry, but he is foimd amiable ia 
locicty, independent of galUhtry arid poeti*y. Fonie- 
nelie Itas, On the edntraty, n*ed of thcfe rfefources ;' 
the gracefulrtefs anditaitfitier in which, from the mouth 
of any other man'virould be iniipid, make his fcifence 
and «ruditrbn a^'pear to advantsige», althoogh they are 
perhaps ridt very profound. 

The prcfidtet Henauh, Will hot perhaps hold To dif- 
tingwilhcd a ^hee in the temple of memory as the t^b 
others, but 1 find he deferves to be pfefeited to ihetii 
both in fociety : He is younger thun- Fo'ntenfclle, and 
Itfs tiioublefomc, ^ccaufe he rcqmres lefs compliiifante 
and attention ; he h^ on the contrary, very cotnpJaifant 
himMfj iff the- mad fittlpie, and at the fame time elegant 
manrter. Thii'Virttie fcetn^ tO'cOft him notlifrig 5 for 
which rcafott there atepedpy^ ui^jaft enough to believe 
him indifcrknhiate and prodigal in the ufe of it ; but 
ifiofe Who kno't<r hifn^/felVand ire tiear to him piSrceiVe 
that he knows how to diftitiguiih j aid that a fdUnd 
judgment and gfeatknoWletJge prc'fide at t^e difiiribu-' 
tion* Hitfchafafter, efpecialiy ^vhen he was yoUng, 
appeared fofmfed to fucceiid with wbtnen ; he had wit^ 
grace, deHcacy and refinement^^he cultivated fuc6eft- 
fully* ttuGc, poetry, and light literature ; hismufic 
was not of a pfrofound cbtx^ofition, but ifgreeable-^his 
pocty Mras" not fublfnie ; however, he undertook a trag- 
edy ; it is weak, but neither ridiculous* nor titefottie. — 
His othfrr poetry is like thatof *Fon'tenelle, harmonious 
and witty : I^isf profe, eafy and flowing ; his eloquente 
isneithermafculine rior fublime, although he gained 
premidthSt iit the Acddeifik Franccifi^ thirty years ago. 
it is never ftrong or elevated, doll or infipid : He was 
fometimc father of the oratory, and has contrafled in 
that fociety a tafte for ftudy, and acquired fome erudi- 
tion ; ,bui this w'itKout the leiafft pedantry. I have been 
alfurcd, that in a eoun of judicature, he Vas a good' 
judge, without having a perfeft knowledge of the law3, 
becaufe he has an upright mind and a found judgment. 
Ue never had inagiftcrial h*ughtinefs, nor the vulgarity 
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of the limbs of the law* He does not pride hlmfelf up- 
on his birth or illudrious titles : He is rich enough to 
be independent, and in this- happy fituation, ufing no 
pretenfions, he wifely places him(elf below infolence, 
and above meannefs* There are women of fufiident 
confideration, who have overlooked his want of birth^ 
even of perfonal advantages, and vigour. 'He. has ever 
conduced himfelf on thefe occafions with modefty, 
never carrying his pretenlxons too far ^ nothing was 
ever required of him which was improper Jie ihould do 
o^at fifty years of age, he declared he would confine 
himfelf to a ftudious and devout life ; he made a gener- 
al confefliOn of all his fins, imd it was on this occafion. 
he permitted himfelf the following pleafantry^ '* we are 
never fo rich as when we.remove." His devotion is as 
free from fanaticifm, pprfecution, fournefs and intrigue, 
as his fludies are from pedantry. He, applies himfelf 
to compofe an ^^re^« CAr^no/a^'^iie df our hidory, which 
will have the merit of an exa61: chronology, well com*^ 
pofed tables, and a fummary of fa&s^ methodically ar- 
ranged, and yet without being dry, fterile, tnfipid, or 
tirefome* We may not only leek and find therein eve- 
ry thing neceiTary to fix in our minds the principal 
epochas of our hiftory ; but we &all be able to read 
with pleafure this abridgment, from beginning to end ; 
the author having prepared for the reader reftiog plac- 
es, if I may be allowed the exprcfiion, in the long route 
he has to get through. The moft intereftingfaSs will, 
be related with clearnefs and precifion, and particular 
remarks will determine at eacn epocha, what were then 
our manners and principles : Finally^ this book, excels 
lent in itfelf, will ferve as a model, according to which 
many other good and ufeful books may be com pofed. — 
There is reak>n to believe, that all the different hifto- 
ries will foon be written in the, fame manner, and that 
this firft work will be the bafis of a new andinftru£live 
kind. I agree, neverthelefs, that the literary reputa- 
tion of the Prefident Henault, will never equal that of 
Fontenelle or Montefquieu ; but I am of opinion, 
that his only work will be more ufeful than all theirs ; 
biscaufe it will open a new career to the progrefs of. 
fcience ; whild the others will only produce bad imi- 
tators, who will go aftray in endeavouring to tread in 
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tbrir.flep?. But to ucdu^e td afew^dfds thfc chara^er 
of the pre$d«nt'HenauJt, be is jiccolnmodating wrthotit 
deceit ; mrld ivathout Tiifipidity ; dffitious without 
intcreft or ambuion ;6omplairant without mcannefs ; 
a good friend, without enthufi«ftn t>t prejlidicc : hi 
(horf, he is as pcrfcft a model in fodcty as his 'book U 
in its l^ind* 
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«N THE NATURAL TURN FOR SCANDAL AND 
IIAILLERY. 

JL he love of fcaodal is fo founded upon jbe malig-*^ 
ntty natural to mo ft men, and efpecially to women, that 
this vice will never be out of fafcipn ;' the levity of 
our nation malces fcandal more common in France than 
any where elHe. But at leafl, w^ abhor calumny, we. 
look -upon it as a vice, the principles of which are the 
moft, culpable, atid its conlequences m^y . be . the moft 
pernicious. We are as. fearful of becoming calumnia- 
tors as murderers, a^d this with much resign. As foe 
fcandal) when it is well retailed, it is a means of pleafing^ 
in rociety--it animates converfation— thofe prefent aro 
amufed by fpeaktng ill of the abfent ; one company is 
made to laugh at the follies of another. But thia 
fportivenefs muft be light, agreeablf and fatirical : L^t 
us leave to old and peevifh devotees, the bad habit of 
malignantly flandering their neighbours — of reproach- 
ing youjag perfons with defers, which they coropenfatc 
by iome good qualities, or with faults again (l which the 
aged cry fo loudly, only becaufe they can no longer 
commit them* 

To rally agreeably, it is ne^efljiryto have a graceful 
delivery ; and this is no common taknt,. Ljfht cit^ 
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iTmorf "*•"* '*'»?"■»" added to the Boftr, to rendir 

Se» L?*IT"°*' ''V* i* »"ft not be le^then^ by 

?Ubbutf±* ??""^" '""'**''• Mf» your recitals 

'tYem butt**'^'''"*'*''??-^"^"'' condufion. from 

b^ ffmuch*tV°" *''" ""'y '■"88<'ft to them , tbeffwil 
them rciir "'^"■VPP.T*'* °f' " '^'^y *"l believe 
dat? fo^ "?f t***"/'"^". I knew i„ my vounger 
««y», fome excellent ftory tellers ; thev feem to hi 

"r "ornVhr'*"*' ' ' '"•-'' ''^ P«hap,7by TntSpt- 
,•„» ,V ? "** "?'!"" common to old pcoplef of belicv. 
mfybe'^r^eiin'^^f degenerates; b«?. Lweve^'hl; 
teller. AfJf!" ** form fome day a lift of the good ftory 
teUcrs of my iwne, an* to oharafterife each of them bv 

W;// ^^"l'"* C9rnuel compared ftories to tiofe 
^/*&/« („cb ragouts, liketur.l§ of which it X faw! 
mfnl ''*'.»,"*"' for the fake o/ the fauce ;» in like 
numner, fa,d (he the beft ftories are beft related We 

fiSbSrr'af wh'-'I '''/""""• "^'^ "' '•>«' Albe de 
Wb^ri' ".*''"c'» the great cardinal Richelieu 
&I± n'^"*='i- DouviUe. brother to the Afcbe, has 
read . hutP/ll"'*5^' »nd nothing i, more infipid on being 
t^ller',Jj^,V * " »>f5f.'>fe we have no Ion Jer the ftory 

K-ft A* "*" ^J'^S '" "" Prance I- have heard tell the 
lat?k^°7.'V''" °"\" °' '^*'«^ Jegitimated fon of the 
butmH?. .T"***''"'''f«»^"^ prince^ and had 
on Mn. r"« '*'•'"" V''" «''''«• ^•'o P"des herfelf up. 
d^s nit [XT '%''•'"'„'■'' ?"'"' 'f underftandin?. 
fo^s the P • L TT^'^ r" '* ''*' **«" 5 *»*» their two 
n othe,% r A °/ ^^•»''"' »nd theCompted'Eu, who 

he!r f«l,. P'f? *''' "*" P'^" f^*- •"" of genius, ^ffj» 
their father's talent to a great degree. » F« =» 

TerLft,'?V* ^T""'"''' '^r°'»« "«•''' -nodcrate in many 
rcrpefta 5 flander is not fpread with malignity and ill 

bec'^m/;"'^'!?""."' "'""^ fcarfdrmen are 
ferion. /ff f""'Pu^'J\'* ""'P''* «*•'■?''»" fl'o.rid become 
US fecretiv i i *''"f ^they wifl, to avoid. Perhap" (fet 

thetnlemL^^f^'•^^"'''°«'""te enough to btf fo. 
tne tr«c means of concealing i, i,to avoid difputes,aiS 
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I 

lo thi^ end it it necefiary to take titnely precautions* 
After ally I like the prefent age better than I (hould 
haue done the preceding one ; men ivere certainly 
brave and daring ; hut even the moil prudent people 
were not in farfcty, becaufe they were befet ^with thoTe ' 
vho were quarrelfome. Society is at prefent more 
fafc ; we have fcarcely anything to fear but trifling 
difputes or pleafantries eafy to be borne. whh when we ' 
know how to reply to them* Formerly men devoiarcd 
each other like lions and tygers ; at prefent, we play 
with each other like little dogs, which gnaw, or young 
kittens, the flrokes of whofe claws are not mortal. 

1 like the raillery of men of wit, even though I 
iliouldbethe fubje^ of it, better than the -circumfpec- 
tion of fools : Nothing can be more dtdl or ridicu- 
lous, than- foroe of my acquaintance of this defcnption ; 
iheir infipidity makes one almoft fick ; from infipidity 
comes ennui ; and ennui is the peft of fociety. 
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I HE COUNTENANCE AN INDICATION OF THE 
INTERIOR CHARACTER. 



T. 



HE Countenance is a thing merely exterior, buf, 
^rom which' tb»re arc certain confequenccs to be drawn, 
fo know thainterior chara6ler and difpofitions gf per- 
' ns. A firm and (leady countenance fuppofes that a , 
'^an preferves a pre fence and a compofure of mind ; 
^n the contrary, an embarraffed Couutenance indicates 
t^^nfufion, and a difturbed mind, therefore ihofe who 
fc expert in gallantry, like ilJlful politicians, know 
•"''>v to take advantage of the appearance of thcf Ct)4in- 
' ''arxe to forward their defigrii. 



It would be equally ippplite ^zyikyi^tdto'd'tC- 
€Oinpo£e womeii in publick; there are priva(leoppipr« 
tuaitieiE^ when w^ ought to be leia eipcuinrpc£l» So the 
politician, iq hU private confereneeS| hazards blunt 
aoii unexpe^d. propoiitions, obferves the tStQL$ they 
piodiice upon him who haa not .prepared to. receive 
them) accordi^ to, which he. puihes his poicty-or re- 
treats* A certain and. general, rule in Co<iety i$| that 
an amiable man never ftrives.toembarrafs any body, 
atid;takej» fucKmeafurea. as- i^t to-be esobarraffed bim- 
(elf; for nothing but embarraiTmei^t make» men.of (enfe 
appear like fooU. 

Aa.foon a&i^ cpan ia in place, or has acquired a for- 
itune, heprefently acquires ha ugh tuieia and airs of im- 
pprtance, ,wh|i€h. it eajUly^ believed to^ be the dtilinguifh- 
ingmark and proof of, fuperiority% NevertheleS^ the 
more we are elevated, the more affable we ought to be, 
except on certain occafions, wherein it ia. neceflary to 
(hew that we feel what we are, and to check thofe who 
would otherwife forget it, and fail in what is due to 
ui« 

^ I have fomc where read, ^hat we ought never to lay 
aiide an air of authority, fo far as not .to have it in our 
power to refume it when necefTary ; becaufe appear- 
ance is often neceiTary to evince reality. 

Never make a. great blow with a timid air, the efFe£l 
would be lofl : But appear to pity thofe whom you are 
obliged to puni(h ; feem forry to refufe thofe whofe 
demands you cannot comply with, and to be happy 
and fatisfitd at having it in your power to confer. upon 
them fomefavoivr. I fhall beanfwered that all this is 
foon faid, but very delicate and difficult of execution ; 
I acknowledge it ; but it is what a man in place mu(l 
fhidy to acquire. Htc met a labor uni. 

Great babblers and tale bearers have feldom a Hrm 
Countenance, or at leaft, eafily I'ofe it.— F'ools never 
have it ; but half wits pofTefs it fometimes, and then it 
is a' great merit in them, as it conceals a part of their 
folly. As a grave Countenance is generally accompa* 
nied with (lownefs in deliberation, this gives time to 
refle6l upon what is to be faid or done \ men of this 
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Men pltotf mike fewer teiftakesiAdleisloolifb e^preiU' 

The Comitenance of rupenors is never embafraffiii^ 
to people who have been well brought up ; he has 
learned betimes the danger of being infolenf^ but 
mesnnefi' is always con.temptii^le.^— Moreover^ as an 
honeft man has nothing to ffeproach himfelf with^ 
he ia never embarraiTed in anfwering queftions which 
are put to him: and, if he has to alk in his turn, he 
gives his reafons wi^h-that^cop^d^ce which virtue and 
juitice infpire. It is' equally' necefTary to be brief ia 
the expofition of our reafoiis, in the narration of cir« 
cumdances and ftories ; in thefe we ought to prefs on 
to the ^iht ^6h whfeh they turn/ abridge the p^'am* 
hlesi afnd firiy no* more thvn is neecffaty to lead to a^d 
difcover it« The fame in requifitions ; np more (hould 
be faid than i^. ahfQlutely. neceffa^ t^ jnajke.kno^n thf 
defired ol;»je£t,^Dd the reafons w))ich may ^e decifive 
and determinate, tor t^-petfon to. whom the requifi,«% 
tion'Umade, dive&ingjit al{b< .of every acceiTory, and 
changing; t&e prologue ^to ai^ overture. 

It is more difficult for Tuperlors to condu&them* 
fclve« With their inferior $• To receive w^li a foljci^ 
utton, they ought to know to whom they ^peak, and 
be acquainted with, t^e QD^itter in queAioo, which i» 
not always the caCf on the.firft approach : Whilft they 
are ignorant of the.pulinets, they ougnt to watch and 
attend ; neither to difcoprage nor flatter with hopes, 
but to hearken, and> if it be neceiTary, to bring, by de- 
greeSg the fblicitor to. the point, always avoiding all ap- 
pearance of unfavourable prepofTcffion : Finally, to 
promife nothing but what they are fure to perform, and 
to give nx^ijippes bi\t fuch asare juft and reafonahle.-^ 
Moreover/ tncy Ought' to bTcna their politencfs with 
that «rb|fhich ia not^cquir)?4 ^^ by. a great knowledge 
of the worW, and whicn cj^'i^ot be Icarnedj in. the duft 
of-th,c.<;abine,t, Bufinefs i^,,done by men, and with 
men ;; .liut,'dn ith«; jone han^/ thofi?, who have lived 
ciiouglvai^ongd thcaj to, acqwirc the aft of falisfying a 
numerpu^ AudL9ncc, have frequentl}; led too diflipated 
livca.t« hayc p/©fpi|ndly ftudicd the.boltofn of affair* 
with whj^chthcir ai;e pharge^; o^' the other, men who 
have grown pale over,papcrSg have aot beci fufficieat- 
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I|r tfi the worM* lo bmk diefe wftt thcriB m tcik%^ 
but rational people are well aware of them, ana. 
llicti? BBCfarurca accoFdiiifiif^ 



E $ s A Y xu; 



f HE GRARACTER AKD SUMMARY ©jP THJEC»R|. 
OUS lylANUSCRiPTS OF T«£ AB^B PE^QHWSY, 

JlT faai be^n ttmgfm^e obfeirecl that men of hlgb birth 
are left .inlbfent thin thofe who arrfvti^ e£hi«nee 
without that' ad van t^g^ ; butwhait hasucn be^n Ib'gtn- 
eraHy remarked is, that the grekteft princes ^re^natutal- 
ly timid; aecuftoifted to think theitirdves'iilM)ve.alY 
meni the Icaft idet of ftiperiority intimidajt^ them ; 
they feMom meet with men* of higher rank tha|^ fhem- 
felvei I bttt the reputation of ^it^ fcibatu^, ki^bwltdge 
4)f every kind, a^nd even perfoqal advantages, arc^ for 
ihem,fomaay objefts of deference. Thty perceive* thcto- 
4tWc% inferior in certain refpefts^ tt) fotae of' their fiib- 
jcfta and courtiers. I know princeuS ^^^ wo^itl* be 
more embfltrraiFsd in con verfiVig, with an academFcian, 
than he would be iii haranguing them pufaliclv. -'Thd 
timidity of oiir princes is mani hefted by a filly lopk, by 
t ftammering, and ay embarfaQed count^naince,. It 
^ould ht aa Mtfdeft i^s UI tjlmed, 't;o' give ^e^Mt^pi^ of 

Converfatioc is the contblatton ^tid feWard iSf "ftviAi- 
vous and learned people ; it rjefilfefhes'thctft aft^f the bu- 
^ttefs of the -cabinet, and, perha|>s, by ufi rig iltei^ately,* 
thefe two m^ans, onebecotMea as pfoBtibl^ a« ^^ ^th- 
en This is trup with tcfpeft to* yout'h, Svhb Ytiay fm-. 
prove as much from the ^onvcrfatibii of Wfc^tity ir'ho 
have feen a good deal*, as h;6m old hoo'k«j niTV b,f Jf rwt 
doiEltitie and variety of fa€ls. Btft ci^nNrcriratloyi^ alone 
ji9 hof frtflicfeftt,* bejdauf^' is is getoera^Ily tdo tftiidje<t i* 



If teadiog fatigues, bedaiafe bdoki fix the attention t(96 
ItKig m the fame objeft; I Icnow a religious order, 
(that •£ the Jefuitt) whoie priB^iples are fo many proh^- 
iemff cenfttred by fonie, admired by others, batj frot* 
among whom, many good atithors have affuredly beeft 
produced* This fociety ajcbitta^ as far as it ispoflsble^ 
none but fuhje^, of happy difpodtions ; afid^ during, 
the cour(e of their ftudies, t,he young Others have li 
conv^rfation of four hours with the old ones, who have 
acquired moft fcience, experienee ttnd knowledge of 
the world. Thus,, with the Je&iits^ men become eon-^ 
xnunicative, open and amiable, while in the oth«r or* 
ders, origti^ally founded upop n rechife^ hermetic life, 
one part of the day palTes m chantt»g the praifeaof the 
Deity, atid the oth^r, in folitary ftudy, meditating ia- 
retreat, and filently Hftening to makers* 

W'ben we ha^iwcontraAed an early tafte forimpr»ve^ 
mentfrom convorCalton) we aire happy to be neat oM 
people wbo^are oapable of relating what tbey havefeen 
and known the moik iniereA;ia|; : There is>iminnef of 
proEunf by thi»^ aiad of avoi4uig ropttittens, €0 which 
they are but too fulje6b» They mail be examined upon 
things wiilt which tbey are likely to bea«u}«aiated,.aad; 
we n«iy be affeMd they will relate them with pleafure ; 
they may be led from epoch to epoch, froof) objeft to 
obje&, on different days, and.unoer daifereert pretext*, 
not to fatigue them : We may be fure of reading in 
their memory^ as in a book, what it oontaiiis tbe moft 
interelkii^ and eurioua« I aftedin this manner witb 
my relation, the Abbo de Choify^ with whom i after* 
wards lived during the Uft years of his lilisw He died 
in 1744^ upwards of fight^ years pf age* 1 ttvefit agree, 
notiir«i)i:ftandiftg all tbe Inoodihiphe had for me, thiit 
he was nor a mah very edimable ; bir mind was weik| 
and was Wore diAingutflKMi foe his focisl qisalktes'thatt. 
good eonduA. He became a member of the ac^emy, 
and gained Ibme degree of reputation theri, becaufis be 
vrrote and fpoke well. Othjerwife, he did not appear 
worthy to become a bifliop, nor to be employed in anj 
imponant afiEair : He always felt the effefts of hit ef- 
^eimaate education^ and being no longer of an age to 
put on^a^ woman's i^r^i^ he never was capable of thiffk>« 
ing likea maiu Noivirhftandiitg all his ^Mtty it 
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bleto IMkea to His old a^e ; his m^mpryr iv^m 
I wkb anecdotes of the eotittt which he had , f re- 
'fuented, although he was never of any' oonfequence 
iheiv I and. of the acadeiiiy» in the irndft of which he 
kad-Iived for a long lime. He .had tafte enough* to judge 
of a (enctment or a wUty expreffion ; therefore^ of the 
^reat number he had heard, £bine of the heft remained 
m hia memory ; thefe. he refieated frecpaently^. and 
M^hich 1 I\*ve retained : l found part of them written 
in the papera the sAhhe ieftme ;. for hepm all his woik 
^mu> ray hands a little before hi« death. . J^ have felefied 
.what appcftffed to me dbe.moft- imeicfttngv of which I 
.have formed thxee great vc^tames $ but nipt being able to 
refiife the communication of them to a lady of the fam- 
ily, who was deiirous of reading them, ihe kept them a 
long time, and. gave them to the Abbe d'Oltvet, who 
took from the manufcripi a work io two liitU volumes, 
whichr he.goi printed in Holland, nnder the title of 
Meimira p^wrjoppir a VHiJiwFt dc Lipds XiV^ M^J^ -A/. 
VAbU iU Choifyt^ <U k*Am4mU Frainnfi.. Theie two 
volumes) certainly contain^ if the cxpreffionmay be'per« 
milted, the fio«ecr of my manufcript* Howeveir, there 
ft ill remain £bme thoughts which I can mix with re^ 
ile^lions upon the worka of the author^ who,. on giving 
them intOsmy poi2eI]pian,.informed'me upon whad- occa- 
Aon they .were writlen- - 

There is oi|ly an abridgment in his Memi^trs of what 
he more than once.reUted tame in deiaiL His niother 
was a woman of wit, but» in. my -opinion, very intrigue- 
ing : She was in the iecret of the coxifpiracy Qf Cinqmars, 
which terminated fo unhappily for that, young noble« 
mani ^^* friend, and M. 4e Thgli : That a&ir was 
founded osi a real intrigue of ambhioua and ijucosfider-i 
ate women. The princefs Marie of ,Goiiaague» after- 
wards Queen of Poland,, extravagantly inylovc with M. 
Cinqmars^ who had already made a gppd . fortune .for a 
man of the. family of a little Parifiao bourgepis, look it 
into her head, that the grand equerry, in connecting 
himfelf with the enemies of the ftaie, might make the 
cardinal de Richelieu, (already ill) tremble, a^d procure 
himfelf the conClable's fword. Cerxainly nobod^r, ^f the 
prefeoC age, would think of making themfelves^ureful 
by fuch means, but they were thought advirabloiahua^ 
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ilred ye^M agow Mtdttne de Ckoify WM in the fitcret 
of this imprudent intrigue, and the princcfs Marie of 
Gonzague had^ affuted her that (ht would mdce her 
hu&and keepitir of the £eals ; but.the gdod n^ea, M. die' 
CkQiCy^ father of tke Abbe» did not iuCpeA that hie' 
wife gave herfelf To much w^oeble about hie fortune. 

H» waift iateodae^ in Lang«ifdoC| ^nd order^ tov^reft 
M, de CiA4imarS|:at:iJNfiontpeUiee| and to £ste;e all hir 
papfrs* He found him omp4of ed in burning a great * 
part of them« and, furdy, thofe which would have* 
ferved to convi^ him* M. de Qhoifyi iusm pure good<« 
aefft of hearty let h4m»bura nsmaoy ol-tbeiBt aeheehofe* 
•< You are right,^' faid the grand'e9ut$fr)< to him, *• in 
treatiniEl me with fo much eomplaifence ; you %ro«ld be 
very io^rj tp Ead whit I have juft bartted«V Iti faS^ 
they were letterft from the princefe M.arie^ aod pcjrbips^ 
from Madame de Choify, her coixfidaai ; the refuh of 
thta was, that^ iiiJthough fafficient pro^a were found to 
condenm M# de Cinqmart, there w^e Boskt which dif* 
covered the intrigue of the w«o<ineaa' 

The Abbe hid pf ten r^peafefd to me whet he (lightly 
mentions in hfa.Meifeioirft % thut' it wae an tUtGt of the 
poUcy of the cardinal Mae.«riae, that MoNsiivii, 
brother to Lewil\XI V» wa# bfought up in the moft ef- 
feminate maaoer^ to render him pufilUnimoxw and con« 
temp<ib)e ; ^at preient; this liiouldt appear to us, to the 
lail degree -fttar^ atodfridtcsitouffi Madame de Choify 
gave i^to-^e entravagaeee^ &n'Cdnfe<|ueQee of her turn 
for kifrigQe, anid Ihem^de hel^ Ton adcipt the faiyie man- 
ner, to nutke her cour^t to Mo»fieur« Wi|h refpeftto 
what regardt this priftoe^we eart onlyihVug op our*, 
ihoutder^ on feeingr cardinal M>aaariiie<edQpt fuch pici. 
ful -me^ane ;• they wer«^^ aa ufelers* in elFe£l, as iajudiciotu 
ia tliC' cen$rivaQce» Monfietir was not. lefs brave in 
wai\ ^otwiihftandtdgf his bediedec^tiov^t and, if he aU 
way^ found himieHf inferior SO I^i^&SiiXlV^ it was be« 
caufe aatvie had not ^tven- him fueh Ulenta.. On the 
contraryt cvcvy thin§ pnffible.had beenidcoiie^to render 
Gafton, brother to Lewis XllI, formiddble^ but hb was 
ntvtir otblbrwire Ihan a dontemftible pdrtnce. The Abbe 
de Cboify^ preferved^ as-long a^^he could, that imj>erti« 
nei^'h^iftude'of dreilingilikjQ awoman, imd the folliea 3 
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he was guilty of, under that adjuft'ment, arc buf tod wctt 
known. • « . . 

One of ih% manuCcript^^which he left me, contains' 
bia hiftoiy, under thename of « The eoantcfe of Bkf- 
r«s," and, thougii not yet, I believe it will be,- printed ;' 
as the fame perfon who has publiihed the Memoirs of 
the Abbe de Choify, has giveo^copiea of this trifle; It 
will be found not badly written^ c%nlaining pl^afurab)^ 
details, not too modtft, but very agrcfeabletoread. Th« 
hiilory w411 at the fame time be thought iitfprobabie ; I 
can, however, 'Certify h to be 'a very true- one. The 
old Abbe, «> long time after he had written the life oF 
David and SolpkKon^ 'both edifying 'hiftories, and the 
hiftory of the chitrch, related to me a^tn hta foHi^s, 
with an unfpeakable pJeafure, and I lo^ed with afton-> 
i(hment|it a man, whofe life had been full of fuch 
ftrange impropriettesi^ > . , ♦ : 

One of the longeft pieces of Manufcript ftolen f rtnn- 
mC| is.the Memoirs of the Life of cardinal de^Bouillon,' 
the Abbe's intimat» friewd from their childhood* to* 
death : 1 wiUnot repeat Ktre WlMIt has been printed ; 
but mayjuftly conclude fr6m it, thab the CardinSl de- 
Bouillon was ai prbUle^t)!^ a middling eapaeily, who fin-, 
ilhed hi« career in the moft defp i cable mrtinner^ He 
was exiled, and deprived of tite revenues of hiis bei^«-» 
fices^ for attempting to make head? agai nil Lc^w4s XJ?V^ 
and his minifters* Hb recolle6[ed that his anceli6rs 
fold themfelves dcftr ; but-they had fomethrng to'difptife 
of, the prinoipaliry 'and^ftrong place 6f 'Sedan ; they 
were well paid fortheiej in* conftderable lands and 
court honours ;'^1>utthey f^tf from independent princes, 
to i:ich»".ilhiftri(nis<t«tKi -importanr courtiers. They 
could do nothing <beUttr thary make^thei? court to, and 
pleaTcLewis XtV, orreiideii.gr^t fcnrxcetfto-the^ate, 
like M. de T^irco^ie^ ;whofe perfon^l ictmfideliatibrr ftip- 
ported the ^ardiniiiMi^^BKiuillbn; as lohg<as this uncle 
lived* ' After the dea^ «if M. de Turcnne^ fthe^cairdinal 
continued his imprdperHcdnduft at cdurt, and w>8, at 
length, a fu^cnsr by-iti ,'!'.'>: '• ^ • ♦ • 

In. the piece coQcemii^g' the Gardrnal BouiHbn, th^re 
are two articles whicbace qucOe'foraifntbic,but which 
chara^erize well enough twdmtaiflersiof Lewis XIV, 
•A« of whom is M, dc Pomponne; 1 he Abbs pretcads 
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ihat Madame dc Choify cohtribcr'tcd ifo make htni min- 
ider, bccaufc'fhe fbana means to fhew the king the let- 
ters whick Monf. de'Pomponfxe wrote to her when* he 
was ambaffadbr in Sweden; it is added that the king 
admired iheiri, and cottccived a great oprhion of their 
author. It is aftonifci>ig that Lewis XIV^ was under 
ihe neceflity of having recourfe to an ambalFador's pri- 
vate letters to a woman, to judge of his capacity.; but^ 
without doubt/ thcf king looked updn" them to be more 
genuine, natural, and lefs Q:udie.d,than the difpatches the 
ambaflador'addtcffcd' to him, nr to the minifter of 'fo- 
reign a€mi^.' Madame dr Choify wasan old friend of 
M. de'Fonipomie, and to whotn he feemed to open his 
heart, without difcovering to he^ the ffecrcts of ftate ; * 
from thence Lewis' XIV, condudcd he- wbaJd be a 
great minifter-; he was, * however, no more than" an 
honcft and priident ma^n,'c/f middling talents. Chance 
has putittto my hirid* alF hiscorrefpotidence, rainifte- 
rial and private, during the five years he was in Swe- 
den, whichl have prelerved *in my library; I do not 
ihink it Very brilUarit, but fcnfible; He cbrrefponded 
with M* de Libiine, wh6 was far fuperior to him in 
his manner of writing. Nbthring can be more elegant 
than thc-anfwcrs of M. de Lionne to the Compted'Ef- 
irades, aiiibsrffiiidofr in Holland, which were printed 
there, Wilii the -di^atcHes of ^at- ambaffaddr. Men^ 
de {lined to politics, ought to read this- book, to forni 
themfelves'fo/ ne^ociations and pubHck affairs. ' I.c 
aifcovcrs with ^haf art I^; d^Eftrades .conduced the 
Butch to the*{i0int to which he was inflrufbed to con-^ 
duft them ;' rt was not, perhaps;' ilwa^s conformable 
to their int^ereilf ; but^ in that cafe, he made them fwaU 
low the g'dkktj pill fent tbcni'by M. de Lionne.^ The 
misi^ilvr and atnbafljidor- did not always explain clear- 
ly, in tbcirdifpatches, what* their real de(ign$ were ;. 
but they umlerftdod e^c1i other (to make ufe of 
a proverbial cxpfeflton) like- iwo pick pccktts in afairm 

Another anecdote regiflered in the memoirs of the 
Abbe de Choify; concerns M. de Groiffi. It is fajd 
this minider. w^s unjuftly apcufed of beins incapable 
of writing gpod difpatches. One of his fiift derkSf of 
'^he nanoAtoLBergecet, took: upon himfelf, with an af<*^ 
'caedxBodcftyi^all the Credit i>f tkesK 'The abbe si(- 
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fures us that nothing was AOie /alfc6 .Thuh nehhei 
the firft nor the laft time a like acci<]ent\ha» happened 
to minifters^ whofe modefty and referve have giveu 
favourable opponunitKi to their fuBaltcms. Simple 
and natural prepoffeffion attributercvery thinf tofupe* 
riors ; ceofortout and malignant mindc, aill * to fuhaU 
ternak Rea(on and |uftice divides between.^ the^i the 
merit of what is \ifell done ; fecQnda iuive Mvantagct 
enough, as they are not refponfible forwh^ is bl^mea* 
ble and dangerous*^ 

The Abbe dc Ghoiry bad the Abbey of §t. Seine, in 
Burgundy. It is not very con&derahley fiqce^at prcf- 
cnt, it does not exceed £x thoubnd livres^a. y^eff*- But 
he had| moreover, the priocy of St* Lo, in Normandy, 
which is a very beneiicial one^'and he was. Oe^a of the 
cathedral of ^ayeux, even before he was* in orders^ 
With all thefe he had an incpmeof fonrle«n> thmifand 
livres a year* He entered* into holy or4ei;a' oo his 
voyage to S^am* . It appears by the journal of this 
voyage thaty^on the Jtb of December, i&8^, he receive | 
ed the four leffer orders; on the 8th^he was fubdea- 
cony on the gth deacon, and on the lo'h a pvi^ft* ail of 
which he received from the hands of tho Biihop of 
Metellopolis, who made the. voyage, to .$iam with him, 
oo board the fame vetfeli^by means of whicbs hewa.s 
on leaving France, a.tonruredcl^tk,«idpncft when he 
arrived at Siam. - ■ -' i^ 

The fecond Manuficript ] found ua.lhf i^apersof the 
Abbe de Cholfy, is intitljsd, MemaircJ dt M^ dt OaJnaCy 
d'abord Ejtequt dt Va^ee, puis 4^h$vi^t d*Aix* lit 
^as a man of.n^ucH wit, laid many gpod things, and 
invented excellent Aarjies. In his youth' Ki^ bulled him- 
fell a ^ood 4eal ip tt»einti;;lguf8;ol two couns» ^hat of | 
the Prince de Contij Woiher J9 the g.^eat ' Cond|}, and 
that of Mon&eur, brother id L<wrs, i^)y,.lie:qi»itted 
them fuccelGvely, on' ^iccdun4 of fq^i^. di,fpute,: whofe 
origin and motives arf veil related in thejMaw^f^r^P^ 

* Bergejct had the iviDudenee' to foUcit t1)e place iff ihe Academy 
Franc /re, vacant by tl^e a^ath'of M* de Corde.moi ; He obtained it ia 
1675, and held it till thcydar u6S^, whciihe d'lC^jwUhout having tvcr 
compofed afty work, not even, as repovtedv h^difcburfc bfadiniffion, , 
which hawe«er» ia, ia geneoral, but e nnlddKvg pearftlinlimtfc, He was 



whtc&the Abbe d'OUvet ^ot ri»oA\reprfDte49 iiiti« 
tling^ itf Livrtfoptuvu. dcs Urtmair^ pmtr/crtfir a VHif- 
toirt de L^uis XiVif, Tbe; c^i^rt of tbefe two princes 
canoDt he'deffiribed witb; greater iirutbdnd naivete then 
the Abbe de Choify h«t done;ta th}»; Minufeript ;. 
whereini oceaftonaUyy are found intereiting aod agree- 
able aoecdotet of the court of Lewis Xi V^ their ati* 
thenticky.may be rejied upon^f for,, aliboughl wasn6t 
iully a&ired of this, they ^^^>ry ^uch an aic of fnrak- 
nefs and probability, as would alone -prevei^ tlicieaft 

doubt. of tt« . \ . . • ; r:. •' i 

I iiave .but twa circumftances to add t0 wiiat has 
been printed- by the care of the Abbe .dfOliret ; one 
of them concerns the ^fpicions harboured upon the 
extraordinary circumflanccs of the ^eath of Madame 
Henrietie, firil wife of the. Duke of Orleans, it U 
known! that this princcfi was takeniill one evening in 
fumnieFy at St, Cloud, after hsviog drank cold Irquors, 
;»refented to her by an officer of her pantry, or her 
cupbearer. Her death cjiufed a general con Vernation ;. 
thofe moft aiFe£led by it, were the officers of the houlc-^ 
hold ; (hey were -afraid, and not without reafon, of lof- 
ing their offices, which, in the houles of prjucelTes, 
depend* upon- two lives, that of ,the princefs, and of 
thofe who hold tbwn* > N(on(i^r>removcd their fears,, 
by prookifing;^ them, that wjion^he* iheu,ld nifarjy again, 
they fhould h^ld the fame places ^wilh |be oew Du chefs 
of OrleartSf %s they had with the &rH. The* poor crea- 
tures, waiting for thas^ fivent,. lived, a;^. well as they 
could withoiikt falary or^m^intenancj^ f(oin the Dulce; 
and few of .them had, laid up'i any. thing : One, only, 
retuEaed rich to Pacil, where be bought a • houfe, 
ed^bliflied .himCslf^ and appeared consented. with his 
fate, A fei^cyears. afterwards, Mon£eur,. having nfcar- 
ried thp prir^cefs .PalFitifiiei^i B4Viarja, fince mpther tix 
the regent X)uke of Oxleans*. wikQ died in his regency, 
kept his word with .aLlahedeplB;^ dents of the defun^, 
and prefented a lift of them to Madame, faying that none 
of them wece. dead fince ;the dec^afe <>f their firft mif- 
treis, neyertbelefs .O^e peice^ved but one place vacant ; 
theq>rinc«fs aikedthe reafpn-r-^a^ for that man, anfwei- 
cd Monlieur, he is very well, but, I bcrlicvc he will 
never ferve you i he was th^. Ei^ officer of the pantry^ 
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I found, aftervrardsi in: (fae Afabe's-. paperf, a fra^ 
meni which hat not be^n publi(hed, undoubtedly b^«- 
caufe thofe who copied the others though t^tkts badly 
arranged : It is ftx, in fa^ but it does not on-'tlMit/ac* 
count) ContainMefs interefting ideas, and curitJiis re- 
marks. It appears that in 1692, a Httle academy was 
formed at the jLuxembourg^ whofeobjcft liaato.take up 
that which did not enter into the fyftem of the three 
royal academies ; the Academy Francoife, that of Sci- 
ences, and the Academy of Belles Lettres, whtcb were 
already eflablifhed ; the firll fifty years, and the two 
others twenty or thirty previous to it. S0me<* people 
were of opinion that the* law of nations, policy, jurif- 
prudence, theology* and even moral phi lofopfay, ^were 
. not within the jurifdiftfon of thefe academies. It (eems 
that it was to treat on thefe matt^rs^aQd exmine books 
<^the fatne kind, that the'new aeademy was-^iftablifh- 
ed. The afTembltes ^"^ere to be hetd at the Abbe de 
Choify's at the Luxembourg, once a wfaek only, on the 
Tu^fday, ^nd was to be compofed of no. nf ore than 
thirt(!en academicians; the maftcr of the houfe ificlud- 
edj who was to a6l as pre^dent. 'Ninoof.tkefetjbirteen ' 
«re known in the literary world ; the Abides f^afigcau^ 
Dt Chpify^ perpetual fecretary, 7e/fii, 4ienmndet wA JOc 
'Caumartin, Meflieurs D'HerMH^ FtrrauUf Fonttn^H^ 
Tttid the PrefidenrCoufin. The Abbfe de Choify, Fonte- 
nelle, Perrault, the Abbe'Teftu, aed the Abbe rRenau- 
dot, were already of the Academy Franboi(e, atod the 
Prefident Goufin became a i^neiiiber o# itf afterwards ; 
but D'HcYbelot was of the Belles Lettres only. - Ibavo; 
the journal of what paflfed in this private- aeadetny for* 
the year 1692 only ; perhaps it was of no loogerdura-n 
tfcJn. The academicians were bound to iecrecy of .what- 
was faid among them, becaufe, as politios' wei^^ to be, 
difcuiTed, reflc£lIons, impro{>er to be divulged^ raigbti 
be' made. ' The fam« fecrecy was obfcrved. with r^^pc^tj 
to mbral and philofophical obrcrvations..r.The?fe pfc* 
cautions were very wife^ and, it iS very probable,, that 
this attempt wasunfuccefsful*, folely 6a account of their 
not being obferved. • • ' 

Among the numerous obfervatioas contained in thi« 
journal, a few of them, appeared to melwotihy of at* 
tcntion. ' The Abbe Rcnaudot maintained, latithstU:m^^ 
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t}i;it Varillas qudted in bis tnanufcriDts/in tlie king's ' 
library, what nev^r exified. 'Anotner academician'^ 
faid; there wcrei in Clclie, and other modern fomancel, ' . 
portraitt which Varilfad had wholly inferted in his'' 
hidory $ that Vanllaahad notbliiQicd at pilfering -from * 
Scudery. * ' 

Perraoh read there his poem; on tl^e Creation of the ' 
world ; feme paifapes were highly approved of, but ' 
others feverely critictfed ; the Abbe fiia there wis too 
much iiiiaginatxoi» in a potm founded upon G^nelis ; 
that it was not permitted to make Mofet a better natu- 
ral philofopher than he ought to appear according to 
his text, and that, above all> care fhould^ have been tak*^ 
en not to have made htm a difciple of Defcartes. ' '^ 

The Abbe de Choify communicated to the allerably, 
the tranflation of the Imitation of Jefus Chrifl, which* 
he had undertaken. He confulted the members ilipon 
the trtle of this book, fp much rcfpe3:ed| which, ac- 
cording to his opinion^ was not a proper one, for the,' 
bo( k dbes not at all tr^C of the imitation of Chrift, but ' 
of the interior confolations which chrrftians may pro- 
care themfelves.' Although it wis agreed that the Ab- 
be was rsght^ they renrefented to him the neceflity of 
leaving the title as it had firft appeared. One of them 
recollefted, that in the fixteenth century a tranflatioti 
of the imitation was publiflied with the title of Z'/h- 
UrnilU€mf0laiion^ ma4, that tt had no fuccefs, becaufe 
the book of imiution was not uhderftood by it. 

The Abbe was prevented for the fame reafon from 
ckaRging the cities of Tome chapters, whofe matter did 
not correfpond with what they promifcd. Finally^ they 
told htm, that if he wilhed to alter the tranflations al« 
ready known of the imitation, it was neceiTary to ex- 
amine fcrupulouflv the Latin text, compare the manu« 
fcripts one with the other, eftablifh his authorities?, <&c; 
&c* The Abbe anfwered his fellow Members, that alt 
that would be la mer « ^s»r«<-^o drink the fea dry : Ho 
took no farther notice of it, and arranged bis tranfla« 
tion according to his fancy. 

I cannot forbear relating a (ingulaf anecdote upon 
this tranilation, by the Abbe de Choify. He dedicat- 
ed it to Madame de Maintcnon, who was then a devo- 
tee, and declared Miftrcfs to the king. To make his 
P 



.court to thki^LUy^ the Abbo pMt n (ho>fadt<»l^ fa^ 
book, an elegant engiaviog^ of Madame de 'Mjalnt^snoiif 
Jcneeling at the foot of a crucifix, and a^ the bottoms- 
were the following words from vDavrd, Au4hJ^U<hs^J^ 
tuf^ui TM dtcQTvm ^ii«a— **' Heat Wen>.dau!g)Her» the 
^Ktng will defire thy comelincfs*** Every body Wa^ 
fcandiiized atthia application: /fbe Abbe wai foon 
obliged to take away the print fron the rematnin§>'CO*. 
pieSf having made' presents only of '« few beforetu^d^ 
He would not even giv^ me a^copy. with thiapl«lU« 
.The fiibliooianei beoght it v^ry dca& . 

. In a diflertation read by M» dUi^rbelot^ in the li|tie. 
Academy of the Luasmbourgi upon t)uB origin of the 
"ttame of Fop^ and the eftablifl^ ^uftom^in ahe Latin 
Charch, of gtyiog it to the^iihop^tf Ito^e,e«^ugvo* 
Jyi.Ir&nd, independently of what is geperally i^i^owBt 
that it waa a great^qdeftipn in l€^Oi under, the J^^ont^T 
cate of Vrban Vin, what title ibouLi! be givfni to tb«. 
Cardinali :* They were upon the point of being caltod 
PerfcBifimi and ^i^ar Fcrff&Uf^j at length tbcfepaffcd 
inio.£m£a€ii/i|^mt aakdjEmimncCm It ist j^efnatkable^that 
Urban VIII, ordered jhem (o beca^d fe,.under p^ia 
of excommunication* :M; Camuat # that time Bifho;^ 
ofBelley, wnoteaad preached' devout jFomaaces, and 
introduced into thefe workafome very fingular thii^a* 
.M. M. les >Cardineaua, had abandoned to the ^Bifbops, 
the title of liiujtrffim and .Reverendijjwit z^ ihtiy* giv^ 
to their valets their old purple clothea and dirty lioea* 
The Abbe Renaudot,read a diflertation upon giant«» in 
which there are very curioua. things ; fa«it i think I 
have read moftof them iq fome other wai4u I wHl 
only remafk« that <hi& dilTertation was occafipqed by a 
•letter the Prefident Coufin had inferted in. the ^enr^ 
ntU des 'Savons ^ of which be was then the author ; the 
letter was from a Vicar of Laffay^ in the Diocefe of 
Angers, who (aid, he had found in his gaiden a fepul* 
xhre which contained a &eleton of feventeen feet two 
inches long : He offered to fliew it to the curions« . 

It is known that the education of the ereat Confta* 

4>le Montmorency, had been fo negle&ed as not to be 

taught to read and write: Yet he carried. a book to 

ma!s^ but this was merely for the fake of appearance* 



it^S^'AV S. i^i 

R^ ftgned 'patents and pancariestrin a vesyfi^ntir' 
uniDirer, upon the word of hir Secretary, who laid 
theml>efcre him.'.Hv made tw en ty^ great fcra wis one 
ahcrianother, after wHich^Jixs Secretary flopped hun,- 
faying. Monftfgncur, therearccnoughC The c^inpany 
were ftewn fevetal filatures of -this |;ind. This gay* 
oeeafidfi to'Toflf^e one prefeni to relate an a;nec4ole, of a ' 
Biihop of Angers,. whofe name I thiak^ -Was Arnaud« 
— ^B^idoniing*iilififd/h^ haid a& ironftanotp made^ upon 
whibh hit name wa« engraved^, (Nicolas)'; i^einade ufe 
of this to fign'difnfiffioi^s, letters, and other papers, to 
whieh his ngifatare waa^nccelfiiry. It was aifo remark*^: 
ed, that this cuftom was not. rai^i among^^iie Priirqes <Jf 4 
Italy, and that the Iron was called' in Italian C4cAf«(>.; 
It 19 ktiown in Spain' by the iizm(\6£* St ^ikfiltaj It 
fcrvcs*fdr royil tftf^stdies ; but it' con^hs bo proper 
name, far in Spain^^cvtry tiling U figned an.d^ expedit- 
ed Vith^thefe wordi,*!^ el koy"^! the King: and this 
fonpnlairways takes place, even* when the difpatches 
ar&fer^Italy or thft Low Countries. . It was added^ > 
that the ufe of the ftamp might be attended with .tho 
grcafe*ft'danger, were 'it only* becaufe it rendered the 
Kiog'i'fiahie -lels Tare srnd refjjeftablc ; .that jt is true, 
ihis Cignatftlrre in 'Stance' il* moWly falfcf ibut at.ljeaft. 
that 0rtfc5*=Secretirfies is noVfb 'that if the latter could 
ftvcr 'be - ftilj^eftcti, the onhappy fubjcft's would , not 
know tO' ^Mom^ to COT*! plain, when ' they received D*rl 
dcrs^ uf>o«* Whofe execution their fortupes, and even 
lives depend^. 

Th« Abl^ de Dangeau^ advanced itiori^ of thcfc a*- 
cademic^l c€«hfeTenccs, that in trrutlj, ropes vf^rt thi 
firft anfi *moil adccWnmdatliig people in. the world. 
Piu84V,^by a'buH inr '^56^^ gt-ahfed to the Bohemian's 
the c^min\lnion of two kfuds : His iuccefTors have,, at 
difFeretit times, -canofrti fed thi ufurpations by fccular 
princes, the iirnds and p^eiBotis of ecclefiaUics ; but 
at lengthy' added he^^they are i(ked for fo many, thait 
It is ippoiiible for them to con fen t any longer. They 
have oppofed the taarria|^e x^f *Priefts and Bifhops j 
they Cdttld-ndt do otherwffe. If this were agreed;tOj^ 
every benefice wifh ctire of foUU, and others, would 

t ,Fafert coataiainf tllrlutiei^ Bordiaiidiser* 
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become hereditary; aodtberlergy>iiridi {nn^ fiipeads 
.v/ould brings diljgrace upra ecd^iaftksd digniuisisi aud 
. finally upon religion iiiclL . - . . « • 

] It appearf thai the acadensTat ibe LujmaiM|U|fg &n- 
ifh^ed^ b^caufe qneftioDS too delicate were prppoisd *>n 
Jt, and the academicians, being /divided, aiCpotcd Co 
'^warj»ly upon thefe objcas,tb^tjUyNWCffC,«^iirpf^ed, 
*ahd at la^fcparatcd, < . '• ; , --'.,'.'.. 

, f f^T&^' tQincntion 91 reiiwiri^ J ;^a^<|& i^ tbefe me- 
moirs, ^ul the rainiftera qf SM^xiio^ t^ i^i^ o| thcip, 
'bad not| by virtue of .thb tide, m.JEi^^tm.fpatltanent) 
and that they y^ere heyer lQuked.ii|ioi9.ak gi;^| officcfs 
of tlie.crowa. *.,... i • ^ .. ; . 

Charles Vlj- an<I^ Charl^i .Vi(, wcrcdelcl.arv^ m^p^ 
in parliament without perionalty ap|Kax^txg,tb«jr« \ (He 
6 rfl \y i^s ^c clfi red fo, by. ihe^Ouke. of ^Ao j^u, 4|)a 4iocle, 
and the Jccond by the fimple fa&, ,...,.- . ^ 

"JChc Abhe de Choxfy left mea; coUe£Uoa jcf-ii^m^ mots, 
in \vhiVb {hcT9 aire many knowatQali 4l^e. world, but 
others ipore rare,. fiogular and agreeable-; IwULgive 
a fpeclmen.ojTtbem. • . . ....... 

The Chevalier. ide U Ferti.vraa youfi^>9as4:^iKOoric- 
eraie^:; the. ling, who wis Jkiodoo hi& re^tioi|a»'|ran!- 
edjiun/five. b^n<lred cxoi^na uppv faia «a0e«Mi^ tayii,; 
^9 lyifk^'^} Ypupg^ maiii I ; Will ciaa'c»rje tbss fups every 
y^arin proportian>as,you fliaU ll^ocome^ovii^epri^dent." 
•' y^h. Sire," ..replied .|ho Cbisva^lw, .«« yojar .jMajcfty 
jgioes not' know to wh»t youcz^age )^9ttr(<^4 I fhall 
ruin you.'*' Yet, notwubiftaiidixig thia^'gP^WfM^ the 
Chevalier contidiied .bi^ es^travagiipceii. -Xbp JEoUow. 
}n%U a ridici^OMS; eH^e; . He was. at« X'ypo^^ ii;i a mer- 
qhapt^s houfe» where^tbey.pla^ed at^Phari^j ^e/baok 
]vaa cbmpofcdtof JU).tas d*ora.an4:CJ^pW4^f;; Hf .began 
to play upon liis oredil and favourable, ^peajranq^^ and 
riikje.d immedi'ately.a thbi^iafid. Louia» vrbicE he won ; 
lie riiked double, afid lofl: ; be .retired, io^^nldry, Xaying, 
'* Pdrbluc, voUa uncoup mpii)iabU:" M^hkh^ i(i fa6l, he 
never paid. . , .': , . 

M., Mprlau, Hrft fhy&claa^tq the Ducl)ie.r$ pf Bur- 
fcindy, going pneday,;! know ..not, lor wl^at pufpofct 
to the prince's - with a .fword^was j jo^ofe ^upf^n his ad- 
juftment, and Taid, '«* Monfeigcur, do not you think I 
refcmble Captaiij %aZi«/crnq,rf>t ^^ li^m .<;omcdy ? 



prince, Sp€zz ajcrro never killed any bodyi*** 

Ti>e MarqMM ef;9ai|gpa«^.!MreU.Xof>iiira id the Abbe 
de.Ch<»iiy, a»d wbam^l ^b^vc i known mylelf^ w» at a ^ 
£aBUH4»cipi»rti^'s,juid pQe<of.<h^'vi|^.i»f the court of 
LewU JUy. ,He fKfa%i94mi|te4 iflto xhoi^A^^k/tme Frsn" 
c^ifiiiai66^Bijti^^cdiif^,ij4%^.^ \J^' W^A^.n^t till jifter 
the dca^.^f the.kic^ tji^t be 4l^r«l4 ^^^ckoQwledgehe 
wa4.AQt o^ty the CMfidAat ^f t)Mt.in0nar^h, in hu 
4iBp(|r<».d^ri||g>bit.yiPi»i^»'hllt,ihdt hr tjEfted faim with- 
his pen to write letters of gsiU^ntiiy to Midame de la 
Velliofe- Thic *gc¥>d .Udy ^ook in^nite pains in an- 
fweriog them^ and .was» at length, obliged .to .get her 
themes corre^ed by ihU'fam^j l^iarqiiU ^f .Dangeatn 
H«|(^ alib*iipOfi biWel^ .to wfi^^fiutry for the 
k4ng9 dudi f«atii>^:IeA. -h^iftiOMid mjj^e it^oqipoodyiher 
did little bofiour to.lh^.^iiipnfirehyMfJip.u length rei- 
jionnoed'boihygebttMtoavd Ji^tiMeipeoiry^ - It is fatd, . 
that M^nftear aqd :Madamo haviilg on^ day difputed a 
qMeftioa gi ga^lanlcy^ they, both applied to the Mar- 
qiiisy who bcDotly wrQHk ^^^ evch^f ih^si, fame verfea 
upon tbe fubjsfty and that the king^ to whom they were • 
ft««^ JMd«ed.th<de of .Mi^iui^^.to be^ the bed. 

£v^ b^dy 4ba»^i^rd 9I the Meoipicsof the Mar^ 
quia of OaafMn t they. ate a laJuauToript j(»imal of the 
court) from the^3^eairi 1^6 i0 1740^ I hftve read them 
all : Itti true ibey uii 'obarged- with maehrmintiUae ; 
but there mm aVo m»nw tuterefiilig^caAecdotes s if he 
did not wiHIf theei day by dayivhe hMi at ieaft, revifed 
them . ica9efi»llyv^a«d faja *!W«uld )9ot bavie (uffered any 
thkif 4b(iaki4ely £aUe.to. efcape hiffu.^ We .may fay, 
that if they be npt a irOe hiOcary ^f . the Coiurt of France^ 
for thii^yfiy^e* years, they ei^sgood /materials of which 
it may be e^mp^fed. 

Tbe Abbe tie O^eaiH bttather to th]& Marquis, and, 
like him, of 4be A^iiimc JnuK#i/^, was.the intimate 
frknd of the Abbe de Choify. Aying a little before 
bi9if he left hm- three or four gveat.coUe&ions of re« 
mM-ka of every kind, whi^ch eame to my hands with 
the ptaj^eraof Ibd Abberde-.Choify ; and, in which there 
are,.rertaifily»ex«ellei|t |hii»gai: But, as the wrhihg^ii 
extroflstly bad, l am lifraid I ihall never have the fatis^ 
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ftflttoo t>f exiraaittg froiA them Uh6 jvrccioul^ matted' 

they may contain* •" ' ': 

Tlie*Abb6 d'Auiaoat had tak«n W b6x^t the cpmredy, 
9gkd wa> waiting in it for the ladieft <►£ hi« company, 
iiriien the MaHbal d'Atbret arrived. From a motive 
of reipe^ to tKia nbbleman be waa ftewn into tht box 
wfaece the Abbe Waa^ who fouhd ^iml^iflf obliged to 
gi^e way to the Marfhal. The Abbe^ withdrew iimch 
dtipleafedy and faid^' gran^blingty^- betweecl'his t^eth', 
*^ Look at the l^ave "Marihili he faaa never taken anjr 
thing in his life bilt tny bdxi" ; 

Crorowcll fcnt hi$ ExceHency Lockart to Franoe» 
with the title of* ambaSadori whei-e h« was received 
witk. all the> hoi^ours due* to hia rank. OAe day the' 
dbd Mirflial ViUeroy, jdvertior to h»M^$ XlV^afiiing 
this,£n]|^i(htii!an Why CrOm%v^ll^ inftoad 'Of taking '£her 
title, ofi'prote&oi*, had not^ got hitaifelfdeehii^d king. 
V Monfieur,?*. i^lfed I^ckaFt^>*^%v>eli now the extent ^ 
ofthe tibreYOgativea of a king^ anJi liiAnit them- accord* 
iogiy, but We are .ignorant; of • ihofe «>f a prG^B^U'*" 
Lockart was right, new ti^lea ale nee'efliWy leneWpdiiN 
er. •• . • '-..•'.• t 11., ^ .^',.;-. . r w.- • 
At tke time o^the fofeed-.eonvierfioft W^oiiir (binhemf 
provincei, which hkve bbew -cdled dr(ig0madef^ tkte 
Marfbal de Telle fefiitfdetaehifil&it' of dragotmps^iifeo-% 
village, to fovoe the i^ihaMtam^ t^eenverfioiW -The 
people, alarnaed^ (wrote im«kediaieiy to t^'Ufariha),* 
and, to avoid the f:lillajie with l^hieh they were threat- 
toed, ^itxfbrmed himi tHaiiF^ int^hfiona were to^bjure 
their.4a:ror6ir hL de TcflPei<^Hilei%d the captMia ^ veiiirci 
with his ddtaehnwfiii^ ti|e4atter, ve«ed. t>o4ee Te freat 
a ibooty efeape Ikirn^ faid,^ on hi^ «rri^t, to the ^neaal, 
^^ MoufVigfieiiry ihoferufc^la iaugb at ^pott.) ^hey^ave' 
not given us the time even to inftni&tbem/* » i . 

.Gregory JCIli,<iw<)d hie'elev^ioti to*the fioiitifical 
theories pTirtclpa4ly, {o/iho Cardinal fiorremce^ ^h'o 
bad^'given Him hit iFOte,^ acid pfociired him thofe of hia 
.. f riendf , becatiie he <^ho4aght bias a- diftnletefted- men* 
Bot^s foon as the pope waa inftalled, he'begAn co»eii* 
rich his family at «h^ expetife of' Stt Peter^ WhMs ciK 
Hged the Cardial Berrome^ -to fayfo-bini, **Hoiy 
lathery hadi ktiown tkat, o» being ei«al«Ml; tf^iptfi you 
would have held (uch a coodua, you fli^ld Hekhar have 
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had my voice, nor' thoic of my friend?.—" Good,** 
fdid the j>ope, " did not the Holy Ghoft ktiow it ?" 

The A\^6 dc Boifroberl being one morning with the 
Cardinal de Richelieu, faid feveral difagreeable things 
of a magiftrate of the fifft ordcr/'and attributed to him 
nuch ridicule;' a little t^alct de chambretook it into 
^is head to fay to hi«,'<* MoVifieflr I'Abbe, take care of 
what you fay; I give ^ou notite -ithat i'will inform 
>!♦♦♦ of it, to ivhditi I am grearfy attached, becaufe he 
is my Fetation.*'— **• Frientl," replied the Abbe, « tell 
M»*» whiitever your pleafe ; on my palrt,' I" will inform 
him of your pretentions to be his relatiori, and he wilt, 
be more vexed wiiliyou than i^ith me/* 

The flueen^ Chriftfiia, paflinfe by, I knoiv not what* 
city in Fran<:6, walhawngued bfVcofifttl; Who was a 
Calvinift'5 he Vra* cloo^uehtj-atid the hearkened to him 
with atientibn* and 'pUaHire t '"'But Sir/* faid 'fhc, i€> 
he confulj ••you haVi? neither tpoken of my abdibation- 
nor of my tfonveffion I* the' Catholic ' fa itfe/*—*^ Mad- 
ame," replied he,' •• I uncicrtdoU* to "pronounce youreu* 
logium, an* nftl'td give your hWlbry/*' -*• 

Philip IV, haying loft the kingdom of Portugal, Cat- 
alonia, and *ft>in<dr other' J»r^it^ces'^ Cook it intb m$ head 
tatak« th^ ^mamtf df 6i«at)^ the' duke of MediiVaf 
Cell faf}d,<«Oikrintfftii*is lik^ i hole^ which glows the 
bigger the Bi^reiliatler If lofij^.**^ ''^ 

MadOTfieB ■■ ^ ■ ' ^ ' ^ df ti^vefy dMtinguiflicd family 
In the*i^|;iftTircy^lis wiifyi and pei-fedty underftood 
the art of {>l<faifahrfy i'beiWg til a veiy nu^merouV compa« 
ny, ioin^body ^ad the cQPu¥a^^t<> f^io her that her huf- 
band apfleareittcH>e'Of -a weakH^onftitqtt^ff') ** Really,*' 
aid fhe, ** I iHh^e he*td ittyt^lier in law -fiiy, that M. 
M, B ■* * " - s Irfve^-'for mt>i^ llfafi tWKi hundred yeirs 
that they wete» k%T»wh in* ^e w^orld, been tihpotent 
irom'fattiet t^foH -^ Tlihrlady hai, however, brought 
forthaf9*','«^hiehis', Arp^feat) the laft of thie fami^ 

Mimileur IrFvfncc^ readyPto^give battl^ at Nerwinde, 
to the! mperiatiftsi'cdmfAanded bv the General de Mer- 
cy, an encenent'Ofilder, pet-eeivea, after a rude cannon- 
ade, that the etfeiiiy made aialfe manoeuvre : ** Ah !'* 
cried' hk/^^Aftfi^ifWrtiitify; killed/* He fell upon 
the Geroums and pXMA the Vidory* W hat he conjee-. 
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turcd waff true. It wa^.upon tbc;<omb-of thi* fcoeral 
that the foHowiiig honouiable epitaph was^agc«ved : 
Siftt^ viator^ h&r9m catcas ; Stop^ tmvdtcr, titou trtad</l up. 

Manfieur k Frioce was one day in fais cpaeh ..with a 
very tirefovic felldw, who tcazed htm with ^pifying 
ftori|$8*-<< Sir,'^ ffUd he to hi^^, ^S<;uher do.AOt pat me to 
fieep, Qr let me deep 00 ^uietly^" 

The &me Mdnfieur le Prince wo^t frequently to the 
houfes of the minLflers of ftate» and CeemiBd to pay his 
court to them : ^* What do you want .witjh tfaofe peo- 
ple»" faid the count de Qmipx^ofit to hi^n \ ^< do you 
wi(h to become a prince of the bipod ?'' 

M* 4c Turexine being prepared for a battle, jcb3rj2[ed 
the young Duke, de .Choireiu, foniof ibe Myarecbi^l Du- 
pleijift Prafiin, to .tal|e poil[qinon of a poft which he 
poin^ QUit to bimi but jtbe.yQungo£i&er nf^k&ed to 
inake fureof it, tbin^^ing hehadalQ.pppofitionto fear : 
*< Sir, Sir,^^ . f^id tbe jg<eneral to bim, «* I beg of you to 
£ollow ny dire&ions ;. it Wiat for vidmt of U)ch a pre* 
caution that I was b^iit.at V^bis^el by Ihe Maribal your 
father," 

Tbe Abbe jde Choify pretended to tbe pofitefiTon of 
aaaneiedotte upon tbe m^^9<^, ip.wbiph ^A^e^ems de 
Cfttffel, d'U^a, iivere madq duk^a M4f peera^in 1572, 
ihe year of tke affair of St. Bartbc^ifiew. Cath^ine 
of Medtcif» wi{bed.to4saui.oyer^.ar.]:allieFdc€<Bi^ethe 
Admiral dp Cpligni ; {be offe|:ed bnn the dimity of 
duke and peer ; He.refqfed it, that be- migbl-n^t slender 
bimfelf fiifpe^d by the Uugiieopt party. But, as he 
was greratly in Jove wcitb the Coianjt^is dV^t^k^ .aiked 
tbe duliedoln fotrb^r bMlkft^d, nv4 obtAtnod iu The 
new Duk,e d'lJze*»was.pro«ioled ^n4 fec^ved, . and a 
Ihoirt %mc ^ftervrar4a the A<l«iral wm mafliKred* 

Tbe fepond vojujnc : lel^ me by ^e Abbe 4c Chofy, 
contains the fix Hrft.botoks of the work prio^ed under 
the title of Mevmrtspourjtrvir a VHifi^irt dc Lwis XIV ^ 
but I have found at the end of the volu^ie, a converfa- 
tion between the Abbe and tl^e. Marquis de Cinillac, 
upon the ftate^of .|he ooMrt in. 17^0, wb^Wbtbe Abbe 
d'Plivet dared not publiflv Tbe Marquis- wfi% a m^^ 
of great wit, favour^ by tbo tregefti, -wbo hs^d made 
him a member of the^ouncilf^f |beregeiii;y»fmiNfthat 
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of foreigo affairs :VT^r< are fop^ good anecd^tef. in 

this conVerfatiori) a few of which I (hall relate. 

The MaT/][V>i$de Caiiiillac pretended tha( (he rfgent 
was not naturally of a bad ciifpofitioDi but loved wh,at 
was fiQ^ular and extraordinary ; that Jiewa$ fyftem^li- 
cal, which made him adopt the fyftem of M. Law. . ^ 

It is generally agreed, that if this fyfteoi had b^^ 
wel( underwood, and confined within prof e;r ;t>iowds, 
it WQuld have faved the; kingdom : Bttt U was -carried 
much too far. : M. Law himfelf had not ufidf rf^ai^idipg 
enough \ he was, like the Tcgent, fingolaraiidryil^oiat* 
ical, but did not know how far to carry his ideas « 
When he was comptroller general he commit^d one 
fault upon another. He thought himfelf an adept, and, 
in fa&, i have been aifured by the people of reputation, 
wI)o knew him at Venice, that he pofieflfed the never- 
failjpg means of winning at pUy, whatever iuma of 
mox^y he pleafed. Bt^t it re<]uires.more %rt to enrieh a 
flate than an individual.. The regent .fa id -ope day to 
the Marquis deCaniliaCj that the ban^j: being in dif- 
credit, a new -one was necefiary. <* You are.miilaken, 
Monfeigneur," anfwcred the Marquis <' you>once had 
one, bu^.yqu have let it efcajpe ; and n^ver will be able 
to findjf aggin.V / . . • ... ... .. 

I wijladdji that when the regent 4ied,|h« feople*ap- 
peared fo fprious and .defperate, at .the injury ;¥rhich 
the nuJmber <^f illuQve bank, notes had*doq^ to many 
fortunes,^ that it was necefTaty to* double the^ guard fo 
condu£l his body. to Saint Denis 5 but when the- Parif- 
ians had fc^ S|. little the admini drat ion of Monsieur le 
DuC| 31^4 ^^ebrother^^at, Paris, they > agreed that the 
regent was to be regretted,. •,. .-.'•. ^ • 

The third volume of manuferipts. of the -Abbe de 
Chpify, contains the .hiflqry pf the pretended X^ouatefs 
of Barres. This fca n4alous book has not be<^n. emirely 
printed, there are ^ye boo^s in m^' manufeript, three 
of ^hich oql]^; have been. given torthe publick ;- but 1 
will enter into no detail upon this \vorky .which does no 
honotir to my relation and ojdfnend.v 

ICY^ill eafily be Aipnoied t* hs^ve/all^tke wpiks the 
Abbt ever wrote, and, tWi^^ ?iad^ n^e^preientof them 
upon a fine paper and om a good iette.r«~ ',1 w4ll:g>ve my 
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retittnentl in a fevr w6rA i^pdn ^acb, for tb^ ate veiy 
numerous. 

The Abbcdc^Choify did not b?gin to write tillbe had 
entirely quitted tbe ridiculous and fiogular life be had! 
leil t not eveit until fpme time afterwards* He return^ 
ed to'Pa#is, and^ wearing tbe drefs of Ms profeffioti, 
was lilce wotx^en who have been gaTtant aiid coqtiettifh, 
afid are become old ; tbey have iHe choice of «4«y, in- 
•frfgue, ^4t and dcvofion. The -^^be de Choify took. 
wp ilt Of^hde, one ifter another. At firifl be played,^ 
and'lo!l the greateft part of his fortune ; his beae^ces 
were all ha had left. 'He poOfeffed, among others, tbe 
Abbey "bf Srfint Seine, to which he retired^ ».nd became 
actjiKktnted there with the famoyis BulTy Rabutin, exiled 
to hfS- Effete in Borgundyj who adyifed hitp to leave off 
phiy *nd*bfecottic an authoi*. Buffy perceived the Abbe 
had'^hfdfmattorii and ftile fufficiept to compofe books of 
devotibn^ \¥Titten in an agi^eeable tnanner, which would 
'be read l>y Witn df the world, to whom thcfe kind of 
books are eomAionly tirefonie* The Abibe benefited by 
this advice^ but not until fo me years afterwards* In 
the mean time he came tol^aris, and became very inti- 
Tnatewitfc the Cardinal de Bouillon,, who,; ta the mo- 
ment of departure for Rome, where he waagoi.i^ to af- 
Tift'atth^ feimelaveof 1676, propofed to (he Abbe to 
acctfmfiahy h?m 'in quality of conclavift^to which he 
confefited* * Heiias frequently related to me very in- 
terefling details of this Coticlave, and which prove that 
the Italian cai^dfnah are great adepts in petty intrigues. 
The Abbe affiired me that a fcvere iUnefs which he had 
inrS^^j-tnade^him refolve to change his coadu6l, and 
|hat fince that time his devotion had been (incerCf it 
was foon after this illnefs that he compofed, in cpoccrt 
with his friend, the'Abbe de Dangeau, his firft work, 
which wa« printed in 1685, It conftfts of four dia- 
logues, upbn the Immohality of the Soul ; tjbe ExiH- 
enceof God ; upon Providence ; and, laftly, upon Re- 
ligion. 1 wiHfjtf nothing about this book, which treats 
of fuch ferious ftiatters : 1 avow, without referve, that 
it fatigued me, although well written. The year fol- 
lowing, i586, he v^as guilty of what may be caMed his 
lad extravagance^ his voyage to Siam. .All the world 
Hnow the journal he printed of it : Some pafTages ar^ 



^7) anA others enlivened by (troket of wit and agrees* 
ble details. In genera), the epocha of the arrival of the 
Si^mefe la* Frsmce, and that of the French s^mbaCailort 
atSiaa^ are capaUe of furnifhing mapy pbilofofAkal- 
'Cile£lioDS) it was a political comedy, iuch as. |h«m-. 
were many in the^eigo of L^wis XIV^ they, appear jri* 
^iculeas at prefent, but they contributed to the glory 
of the mt>narch| and that of the nation, iafep4rable fram 
;ach other. The Abbe de Chbify amufed himfelf for 
^omt time after his return, and entertained the court 
iod city, with the recital of his great voyage: Hi* 
printed relation made the. author fully knoiwil^ and, 
'pcned*t'ohini| in 16971 the doors of I'Aeadt^ Frat$» 
'/^. 1 have remarked, in the difcourfe pis^ooiiaieflitat 
s reception, two thoughts, the firft of which aopeara 
' me ridlcukHii, and the fecond'a very fine ^ndju& ofpe^ 
He fays that thenew acadeikiicians ought to a£E like the 
(ardinals^ who remain feme time with their mouahs- 
^ut, till, ina- conMbryi the Pope opens them- mtb 
^fremony, that is to fay, permits them to fpeak* Thi# 
: a proof that members were not tj^en received into the 
academy as foonas they were ele^d» The other pe(> 
f^e in the Abbess difcourfe, i<, that there was, between 
-cwi« XIV, and the academy, an intercQurie, which 
'aturalty ted bothto immortality* Lewis X IV, graaled it 
is proteAion, liAd the academy augqpMsnted his gloiy* 
To fpeak fucceffively on what occafions the Abbe de 
Choify didinguilhed himfelf as an academician, ( muft 
Rin by obferving that in i7Q4i I* Academic Fran^^e^ 
^'>''\h\nf^ to confer an honour upon- M4 £ofluet| which 
cw others have received ; the (ame day that the Abbe^ 
rce Gardinsi!, de Poligiiac was received at the acade- 
T.r, in the place of the illuftrious M. Boflaet» Bifliopoi 
•leaux, independently of the eulogiuflS which his fuc» 
:eiror, and the direftor made of him, the Abbe de Choi* 
I was defired to compofe one of fingular merit t This 
jlogium took up the remainder of the fitting* The 
bjeB %vas fine, but I found nothing worthy of it in tho 
obe's difcourfe. 

The laft year of his h'fc, the Abbe received the Abbey 

Olivet ; his difcourfe was fiiortand (iraple; the good 

n^Q was worn down, but he impofed upon himfelf this 

xik, becaafc the Abbe d'Olivet was his friend* 2 know 
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not if it be on this account he took from me his me- 
moirs, and had them printed in Holland. 

The following year, %724, the Abbe de Chbify died ; 
hit fubeetTor, M.P<ma], firft prfefidenr/and'M.-deVal- 
iiietftf^t, dire6:<^ry defcrtbed him fuch as h45 Was in the 
lattef f)art of his life, amiable in foci^y, eafy in inter- 
courfe, gentle in manne'r^^ poffeffedof natui^al gface, 
and an inOnuating lively turn, officious, a faithful 
friend, brilliant,* and fi^ll of fallies in converfatton^ al- 
th^gh he v^as modeft, and appeared to forget himfelf 
lA favotfr of t](th^rfr a His gaiety was mild and tranquil, 
of w4ii^M>ie'4ore the -charafter in his features. — With 
re(peft to'lna merit, as his writings are of feVeral kinds, 
hb has'beett moft approved of as an hi dorian, and it is, 
iA faft^f' ixt Vrhfit he appears to the greateft advantage. 
He publiflied, in 1660, an interpretation of the Pfalms, 
wherein were pointed out the remarkable differences 
between the Hebrew text and the Vulgate ; it was pre« 
c0d<Sd by the life of David, in which he compared this 
moviirch- to X«ewift XIV* The book had no fuccefs ; 
btotkhe Life of David pleafed, not only on account of 
iti bbkff weH written, but becaufe it was the fafhion of 
the tfoei tapraife LewiaXlV, it was therefore reprint- 
ed firtglyi ana foon f^lowed by the life of Solomon, 
itrttten'inthefame ftile of flattery, and, which was 
ftiK more admired, efpecially the paiTage wherein he 
reprefents Solomon giving audience to the ambadadors 
orthe tndf inking. 

• Des penfee^ i^hfetitnne$^ which he publlfhe^ in 1690, 
.had Kftlc'fueceA } it did not, however, prevent bisgiv-' 
ing, in t69zV » tramflation of the Imitation of Jefu^ 
Chrifti of which 1 have already fpoken, Difcour^geci 
by the crtticifms on this wotk, he confined himfelf i^ 
writing hiffcory, m which, in my opinion, he fucceedecl 
perfeftly ; fori if his flite does not always appear ncbli 
elMiugh for the fubje£): of which he treats, it is^ at leail 
agreeable ahd pore, and is read with fatisfa£lion. .,Th 
book* of the Abbe de Choif}', which 1 advife my frind 
to read, and efpccially the ladies with whom I am ac 
quainted, are two or three volumes D*Hifioirts de Piti 
et de MoraU, which he acknowledges to have written ii 
oppofition to the Petiis Contes de Fees, greatly in vogij 
toward« the end of the lad century* Great courage ' 



tiecA$i9y tlit^ to.opjDofehiftfiry to fabU^ fo delightful 

Yet It.inaft ^. a 

beft,.'an4 tranche . . » 

and Madanic Vi'Aunoy, info mofitarii edifying' 'ftorics. ' 
Thcrf5*K«.twi;ntypr>c in iiumber^ and, if they' be not all 
really cVcelleht^ ^they are delightful to read,, and not 
difficuUtd' procure. * * ' " '-- '- - ' 






verc mucli jipptlovcd' of at Coiirt, inSj^ut irito ihk handfs 
of the royal children,- ait TnS^ifcly pfOpisi'to jiVe them 
inftriiCliqaV ^fiffcftively, ftp^Tif^g; li taore inlli;u&ive' 
than jiiftqry, written with ufefurViWs, with good fenftj 
andjaiVcd wii^ inoral rcflfeftiori^.igiVcn'iAaftjrf^ wordi,' 
and nung, naturally from faSt. 

cxtraordii 
cvcii, c«9i 

prcrcrit^;".. .^,,. . ^ , . -^ u . - — 

froni. which no rulef of conduft'^can bt {)rercribied, n6 
conclufipns drawp, to know the^^licn in heart, nOr evepi 
the faahhers of '^tjie'early agues' ;J*be^^^^^ they i^e,' for 
the jno ri^p^ rt',,e^t r^iordin a ry and *i jtoli f ed ci if cfumilan tcs ; 
and,; t^at theknoWUdgc of the' niW )k nation, 

can ptilvj-efutrirpm an iflilon d*f; Jl gi-eit liumheir of 

fa6isr* ;: /:'-'" ' •'•'•'-' v"'^ -^ ^ '• 

A* icn^iti ^VKi; Atbe undertook' *i»^ hiftof/ of the 
Churcjb^ait^oyg^ tnofc pf M. deTTin^ and the 

Abb^ d^ 'f Icury, were already bcgtin'; but tlicfc three 
autl^ors coiald fcarccty agri'c* i^,' de Ttllemont over- 
charged IJiii wort vvi^ll an^^rudjfion'whjch; on one 
haod^ made ft viiluablc^ foj^t px) thb 6ther, hot proper for 
the c;omnip;h cl^fi of readers ^ mor^ove^ he has treated[ 
of the U3^ firA a^e's of the cTilirch. Th^t Of ' the Abbe 
de Floury began to appeal^, in 1691, but it. was cafy to 
difcover that, although excellentj and a work of a tood 
rcndble and methodical tfuthor, it took fucli a lUro as to 
prevent its being Rnifhed in a reafonable time. That 
of the Abbe de Choify was, on the contrary, fo abridg- 
ed, as to give hopes of its being foon terminated ; and, 
ia effe6t, atUhpugh he was fixty whcit the firft volume 
V5 
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appeared^ in ^703, the Uft volum Wa'l ^pi^Iifhed in 
17S39 and the hiftory brought aoWn to i?!^*.. This 
work is by no means- overphargedl with' erudition;; on 
the contrary, the author has been too deficient In that 
refpefti accufed of quoting no authorities, and of bav* 
ing, under pretence of giving the hiftonr of the Church, 
written that of the Chriftian world, from the birth of 
Jcfuf Chrift. . _ . ' 

But he w.i{hcd his hiftory to be within th^. ciipaefty 
of every body,, and he has cf/tainly fulfilled his bojeft ; 
he has drawn all his informalion from the beft fourcts, 
bccaufe the fa&s he has given are generally known. It 
was not poffible for him to inform his readers of the 
pregrefs of reli^ion,'and of the contefta itwafs the caufe 
of, without Eivtng the hiftory of the whole Chriftian 
World. He nais hot enfered into 4. detail of controver- 
Acs, bccaufe this .W0¥l4, certainly have been fatiguing ; 
but he Kas never failed to explain, v^ry elearly, 'in 
what herefies cdnfifted ; froiit whence they fprung'; 
what great events they have produced, anii When they 
were terminated. The, Abbe had very delicate Mints 
to treat of ; fuch ^s the crufadcs, the councils of Con- 
ftancc and Bale, and the religious wars In Trance $ all 
which he gQt over with much wifdom and addrefs* 
All his idle obfervatiqii^ are coi^fined to thelaft volume ; 
but on the other hand, he has ufed much art in fpcikk- 
ing of Janfenifm. This volume contains his' voyage to 
Siam» In faft» tho Hiftory. of the Church, by the Abbe 
de Choify, is fufficiently good^ vety agreeable, and, 
perhaps, the beft for women to read, I have* recom- 
mended the perufal.of it to moft of the ladies of my ac- 
quaintance, for) which they have 'thanked me, as welt' 
as for tiiat gf the Lives of tM tVc Kings of France; of 
which I have fpoken. THc AbVe wrote alib, in 1^06, 
the Life of Madame de Miramion,: THisWdy Was' his 
coufin germao) which was a good'reafon foV his writ- 
ing hct life, but not equally Co for its b<?ing read by the 
publick. 
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ON THE ERUDITION, FINE TASTE. AND ELE- 
GANCE OF CARDINAL POLIGNAC. 



I 



_ SEE, romett«esthe'C»r<itnftld« FolignaCy -and be al- 
ways infpirtti.me witb iht £ame fentmeat^ of adnirsH 
tion and refpeft. He appea»:to. n»e^to be tlie laft great 
prelate of the Gallic churcb, .vho- profefies .eloquence 
ia the Latin, as well as the French language, and whofe 
erudition is very cxteaiive. He, alone, among the 
honol'ary raeajbersof the Academy ol Belles Letlres, 
undecftttlds and fpeaka the language of the learned of 
whieji this aeademy is compofed $ he expreffea hirpfelf 
upon matter's of erudition, with a .gr^ce imd dijnity 
proper and peculiiadr fo hiihfielf* : - It -may be lemembered 
that M.* Eoffuet, Whom the Caidina), at that time Abbe 
de Poiignac, replaced in 1704, at the ^ Academy Fran- 
coifc, waa the laft prelate who had a dillingaiihcd rank 
amonf thetbe^logiACksand.polcniKi^l writers: The con* 
verfatioti. of tbeC^ndin^l isequally brilliant and indrucv 
tive : Hcknfih^ fbmethfng of ^viery fubjefi,«nd relalea 
withf^aGe«alidp^rfpicuity every thiog, he knpws: Hf 
rpeaks upon |be. rcienGfc9,.and Mpon^ matters of erudition^ 
as Font«8elle)%ynote bis worida, an reducing the mof| 
abdra^d matters to the capacity of the vulgar ; and 
rendei*a them in terms which met> ef education and re* 
Hnement ufe ia. treating fiuniliar Cubjc&s of ordinary 
converfj^ien* . • » .« . > 

Nobody reialei iHoro i^eganilylhati the Cardinal, an4 
without tniseaity ; but, to ihe-moft ftoiple narrativea, 
whereanFernditioii iweuld be in&pid from the.moutli of 
another,. it finda grafres in his, from the aid of his per« 
fon and elegabt pronunciation* Age has deprived him 
of fcone of .thefe advantages, but he preferves ftill 
enough of them, efpecially when w€ call to mind the 
many greai ee^ai^enaJin which hia grfces apd natural 
uleoU hftve Skw/^ My.untle^ the Biihpp of filpis^ 
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who was neatly hU confcmporaTy, hts frequently fooltc» 
to me of his younger day». Never was t courfe of fludy 
made with more ae^itatipn .than ^is^ Not only his 
themes and coWptithioni"w^fe'exfecl*^nt, but he had 
time and facility to affift his fellow Audent$, or, rather, 
to do their duty for ihem ; fo much fo^ that the four 
pieces which ^ainedtka two premiuRis,andtheiicc£^^i, 
in the college pf^ |iarcoairli'w&er^ be ftudtedy wferc'all 
compofea by hiro. When he was cMageif *in phflofo- 
phy, at the fame college, he would maintain,, in his pub-^ 
litk thefif* thtf fVtfcfii>of Defcirfefev «wkfch-h^ wis then 
-^utfd difiicttit t6^(lablMli*{ ify at^wicted'iiimTelf -witH 
g^at f'eput4i2b«,'4iid*^rifbu«d6ds all the -partlzttsc of 
e^d'dpini^ife.' NfcVefthdei^, theiinciimf doAors'^rthc 
tihiVfirfifJ hi»¥fri| ttkken ft ilMhat he ftitsold haie^m* 
bafid 'Ai^iftott^,' §nd ' ifpt having bteti* willing to give a 
dd£Vefe*«to^the^diAy'«f-tlie'pf«ce|^cor>of Alexander, he 
confente^ to'in j>nfirff>'9n6ihei^th«ft8/ if»^biiikilie'Yead 
his tb€bfttirftbn; and «ilidV'^iftoi)6'tribaf|ph.MraiO the 
Oaret&aiiifJtbd»ift^H*'^2'' •' r^^' - '^ ■*. ' ^-r.^r- ... i 
' ' f^ifo&ti^ Wa$' hb ' ice^vi& io&CM^ i» tktdlcffnV'tban 
the CMirnat die BotoiltoA^dodir'hiiiir (bR4»dj tti tSt con« 
tl^c* of i669;wh^eiA^'thi^P^pe, Alexander Vil J, Vaa 
el^aed^. • Al fobii as'thi Abbe 2i^'iPW'^<rwaar kimwn 
itt thi^'^pifil bf iU^i €Hfiftta¥i ftr^M; "virfrieh^a^/YhflEn 
tbe'^entM'bf thtt tfa^ft f^ddtiB «t%tluiid«<:iftd' vafined 
j^licy, h% ' Wa$j ' jtcftteHiHiK ft«^9 ^ w4 ^eftoitbeil The 
f^ridr "eah^iWaH aWd )ia(9b'<4F^(:^>^d|f d) llimtk* ttioft 

frtt^j^' nerfbrf ¥6 ^li^^^he ^P«^<f iwiiriMn'^d r^afoif ihpon 
he'a^Y^IdS >'c^f thb «fiinrt>ds ifl****^ ^f'ttwi •«>dfgy of 
Fi'inc^ln'iCSa.^ tt Wis:^^dr0:ti(l€<(]^*^p(nrAiade^hll Odtirt 
of 'R^SVn^tei fiiv^llW thU Jb^iH ^ yet tlw^il^^^ 
Kf tbfi ' Abbe ' M : ^ilipAc^^sio^i^ il ' abbtfi t fiftrrwas 
charged to carry the news of it to Francec'atfdGh«Rl',^«>a 
ihU SecalltAH a^V^I^^^<^-*^<^^*^^^ U^^ XW\ ^ho 
AMidf^kf}, lb Py^r^^^Wtiift flfe,r^ Aftoiandtfr Vllf, 

fears di/rfi'h ke ofytAkr ofiiiiUni^W49rtf^iiiaimmnii7g 

Mi* ''hejhijfksaki)ityi <by'tmi^ning^miM^f^ i^hu •• «# 
had ho^yet pbt>fh1fc AhtlHln^'^niikttC^tblf^ grean affair 



at iliji cpB^kve wherein Ij^oceot XlI|W.as clew- 
ed, tn4 hfi re>uiPQ<^ j(o f r^nce the following yeary. 

About iwoyiearft afterguards t^e king named him sunn- 
bailador to Polaodi a yery delicate appointment, from* 
the particular circvmftances at that period* John So^ 
biefki was in a very declining ftate of health ; Lewis 
X1V| wiflied not only to preferve tome credit in Po» 
landy.but to give^ for a fuc^efTor to the declining kjngt 
a prince .devoted to France* The Prince of .Conti had 
offered J>iinWf> and Lewis XIV, .charged, fecrelly the- 
Abbe de Polignac to endeavour to get him ele£lcd, not<» 
witUftanditig the oppolSLtion to the Queen J^pwager, 
who was a French woman, but who, with much reafoo, 
favoured her children^ in fpite of ail contrary cabaU* 
The iU>be, keeping his in(lru£lions very fecret, arrived 
at the court of Sobielki ,a year before hif death i he de« 
lighted all the Folandefs.by tlie facility with which be 
fpokeXatini he might have been taken for an envoy 
from the court pf AuguIluH if he had not been haa^d 
to fpeak Firen^h t9 thq Queen, who. was feduced by hU 
wit and-appearance; but (he could not abandon, on kh 
accouAt* thejntereft of hex fapiily, Sobiefki died, and 
the general diet alTembled to choofe a fucceflbr. The 
eloqueuiCQoftbe Abbe dc Polignac^ the promifes and 
hope^-with which he..al lured, the Polanders,^ were, at 
firft, attended with fo^oiuch fuccefs^ that a great part 
of thepatio/i,.head<dby the primate, protlaimpd tbe 
•prince of Conti i but in the fame moment, the fums 
w bi«k^ he eleftor of Saxony had diftributed, caufed a 
doubk f le&ion,. in which this. German prince was cho-' 
fen* fioth pretending to the crown,, they both. arrived 
to fupport their, party, and cot^inued to employ, the 
means, which had^at.firft, been fucc^fsfujs but.thofe of 
irhe Ele^lor were more effe£^ual ^and fo.lid. He had mo« 
ncy aod.eveii^roops i the Prince pf Conti, on ;tio. coi^ 
trary, after having received kingly honours at theco^rt 
of France, went on board a French vcffcl at Danifsick 
where he flayed fix weeks, but without any .other 
means. of proving.thelegality of his eleftlon, than the 
good face and eloq^uence of the Abbe de Polignac. Thefe 
rcfources were foon' exhauftfed.; the Prince of Conti 
and even the Abbe, were^oblig^d,t6 return iofi^^ti^.^' 
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Al^eiijfk^ t)i€ ^eoUrt^ Ft^Hi!e >«i4M< j^ft 4inM 4ii#U 
iofordicd krot to ' p^reetV^- thit %. Wm «tfl lltift iMt i^-^ 
the ambafT^dor if his miifion wm |iot crowned wifl^*4i^ 
mere ^riUiifft fii^«ft, M %r^;<iibHi4t^ft%A4iM|r^'*tt]Mfed 
fmrn V^HMlasfoffo^yeirl. •He'eiitfrk>yM>^hi«^tfid> 
ttfefuHjf, to ehcread^ lri»iBtra^kh<iwk^e^'Wiit«b w«r 
adready vtry greH. Fihaliy, in i7^a> ^^ «t^af# I^M lo^ 
Romo in «(uaHty of Attditor of the Itotati^ <Htehro»«r* 
found new opportohitiek o¥ diftiii^littbitygAvihfell,ririMl^ 
gmiied admittti^V f^^ Which^he ^ksttkikieift^ft^ihY's^ 
zYOftii)Qation * to the • €ardmalfhi|», « by-Jatimi* fCkfg- 0& 
Sfi^aiid. •• ' .* ••..... •.> li^.^. . .i- • W^ 

" . Hewai irpoii Jfhe jyofM ^' «B|^lt)^ tJie- 'hM««ri^<of 
hh new raitk, when h)i ^ifttt^taUefd ii> Ff«ila) «ii-ftc« 
(Miuat ot'fomcvety ^tifefcalf '<^peuf«>Cl«fi4ctf». - -Hb^ waa 
ol^Hged, in 4710, 16 ^6 witB th^ Mat'CKal^i'HlKxclli^-to. 
G«rtrudenberg, chirg^d Bjr'JL^wf» XlV,t^<pn9poliB to 
thieetiemiei of this inctaar^h^'^i^tibmtdloftHoitte to^fl 
]iuttiiHa(ti3{(.CDndifidoi,^iiiordelr to t«lrttiimftfe^ ^ke-w^r. 
Unhiptiil^'all'the wit-ao.tf eidqui^cto bf tti« fcitii^e «:»r<^. 
dioal W«« there io^ffbiftiiah' Xf ksafgtfc^'y^r 'i¥N>^<^ra. 
«rei« elapfed, he Wab tta«^ pl^iOi^iMl^i^ry! to t^f^- 
hiou^ congrefe bf IJtrticltt'V tt miift 4e t^itia^lL^d'tlitt he 
was at that tkse liaised, it VLtytn^^cnrdi^iin'^fe^^yU'hdf 
though all Che people knelAr ii^hOfke'W4(^hetlid.fiO| a|>« 
peat ta 'an eeel^fiaftiti either in di^s ^M- «^idt':^^Iis 
Kkr^'wik (^cfdtr, and hbVas ^iA\t^thei€inkp»^M»B^ig^ 
«4U. » It waft in tKis fitti^tibn^of in'^i«sj^iiili»^tlnfc kre Vr^a 
preleiH litrtolt »hfc' negociafion^of \lf£r^htV tb>tlio nic5-, 
9i^ot of 'fi^nti^githe treaty ihfeiberi dieckieeU ^ M«M «i<yt 
•poilibk • for^him '^ly *$gn' 'the exctufionof -a MMa^cK 
iron his^th#oti^^WwTtOin%e i«^l indebr«d for the -t^r- 
-ditiaFs hit >, h^ i^ilhdrl^»^atkl<;finiie to eiijcry, «t^thb 
ooort ol^ Fi^tilJt, th^'hdAtiM^M^ the oardinalftii^/ 
..The iitW poltti^bl'fyi()id«i -^hidt ^aa addpfedy ^f ter 
-lbe>ideMti fhf tijewis*XW\ axlUcki %im 4K>IH^'M(iiey of 

• ^ ^S^' itnic oPaa cjcclchaftical t:<^^t at JRJomc, coqipofd of ' twelve 
i^idzUs, one of whom niuftbr't 'German, another a ^rtncTltt^ni and 
. ^(va'idf tketn SpaiH4ttf»'V tWc bth^'eigl^t 4tfc *Itiliafti,'thi1» of'Wkom 
ilttlft fci*iUiBfAM,liiAtllcr«iDafAiJig^fCb a» B6U^tlb|itFd[taibi,'alf flan. 
^^tta.VeiieiUaaada^iffciair.. : .. ^.*jii^ .;«..'. j^ . 

^j Wi.i^<vne.9f fhc rap(^ avg^f^O^ib^nf^lf in jl<^e,«n^tj|kcs cogni^ 
>nce, byAPpealt.qf aU Xuiu in ihe ^rritoxy of the chprfb ; as alto, oCi 
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Andb«ii,(iia^Ffinidei««' Thefe ^a#dr ^Flennfii. irionki 
trembMl<0'fctt4isai«iimit i» tiietrmoiiaftery ;; butthef 
wore ctfited viienito dief|Mur wbcn fae^leftkheai) altcic 
ihe#sfetk<ifHli6 Oanttaal BdKMS.ftiKi.of tfc« fIUget)i%. 
Tifdyiweramm eap^Ueol »p|irect«ttiig Mi# wk^ nor df 
«inderftliii4tng hir enidkion ; but thc^ had found him 
mildiaul:anMalil«, and^ {arfnooa'pluiHicrlng theaiy b€ 
embeiiiflkawLdMir chtsrth^ and reeftaUi&ed their hoi^; 

Hw»a0«Us9ed4o,«efcttni to Rome at thm 4b«thof 
Clement XI, and lie aififlcdat the conclave*' 'wherein 
Inodceilt XIIlrBeiicdia Kill, and Clement X1I» 
were- ekAed* 'iDarmg the two firft. ponti€catea k& 
waa. oliAi^ed^witli^tbe affairt of Ssanfeeatlhat eeufC. 
Tfaia ^tfmwihveM thv'fiifeft theatre of 'biagkury : One 
wonld/lnnpe tbovghteta Jneknttgrandeur etiiered ^Hh ' 
bin ittto theespkii* > On his P^rt^ wlienhc netumed^ 
he Bf|^]^lmdiehj«ged'>ieitH the »poil« ofRoHie^'ftibdued 
by basu0nti«nd<eIoqf«aiice^iaod ir^iBa^ li^drallf ^kefaid^ 
ihaty ki'' hfvileilr.-jotivne^ry hj» tcenfporied A>piirt>j>f .an«> 
cien«r>Rottie . n> iBaria, hj placing mhxi 4io|ael a . ooUec- 
tioo of \|i^tt4iiie^tuearaBdinonaiMnta tvkeiifraeaahe 
palac«aoftinnftrft'«n»peroyt«. ' - - 

I eaiMiot)iNrtb«iCatdinai de PwHgnac mthout reosJ*- 
\t6kiiig M he baw'done and learned for. f%x%y years paft ; 
1 Ttmrnhi^' as kim%ft,^im edbly» wham near him^ ami in. 
the greaieft: atlminnte^ofinever^ thiaog he fayaw It isolK. 
iervM^hal liia ipimMer.'urbccDme^ ieMi«i:weU«9 hie 
perfon t it is true that his tone has outlived the modet. 
Bu« ie trwec teeatiib wv'have ahfolntely loft'l^e habi« 
itido (Dif Ivenrinp the* hingnege.of ^fetenceanderudiaiiee; 
thi(t^thelCairditoat begios to be ttir^ome to ua ? Fer oihv 
trwife, nobody xreats thefe matters withileHs pedantry- 
thati>hedoesu -If bv ijaoeeS).it is^alieaya m^ptv^s^ ba» 
caufe, having a prodigious memory, 4t'IUcn»fhes 'him 
wi^h'whMwnaei&rytaftipporteonTetfatifln i»^very 
poifit, Jet tiie Ifubjeft^b^ vilaat k -may. - Bor mytpava,, 
who'^htve' finilhed*»y ftudies,>l>at viio.liave yet>a. 
great de^l ^to learn,' Ideclare i never received tn6te jap» 
greeabie le(iens than thole he^givea in converbtton* : 

Being a good deal' taken np^jubont the.Cardfhal,.! 
have^jwftread'hia difcourfe of adityHfion Mtiihc 'Atadmgfi. 
Framaifii 1704. Noihihg darri>e'nioie:elegaotandai» . 
We ; nnd ^thia imtsmfm ^ooUciftioB^ Ihegkin.almoft'^aa^ 
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fiurrdred years »gO| cctitaMit no dAMm£c'c€fm\.iohr$ r 
It is Che moft perfeft mockl £»r*tkQfe.wkoh«ira;A:iike: 
tafk to fulfil, obfervti^ alwayi that the .aeadjnaician^ 
whom they fucceed^ aadthe eiratca&uicesus in^ich 
this kingdom is, at the time they #peak, OMy m&tnuly 
fffiereafe the difficulties of iu Tike Abbe -4^ Fotignaa 
had di Acuities |o encounter^ but he. pot over tkcm in 
fueh a manner ms gained htm vntverfalappUiiib } Mid^ 
had it Been cuilomary at ^hat time,* she aclidemy.woiild 
ha vo rung with their plaudits* 

Th& Cardinal has a pupil and frieild, thirty yea r« 
younger Chan himfelfj who confe^e&ily9.oaimdS be^ re«> 
proached with having manners diAimA^ft-amtbefafli* 
son : This is the Abbe de Rotheltn. He *.ha» m good 
deail of Wit, a fttot^g memory^, and much Jmowleidge^ 
but not fo extenftve as that of the Cantinal ; hefpent 
with htm feveral years at Rome, and bat been twice 
his conclaviftr Thore he faw wbet bolaour ewutition 
conferred on tbe Cardinal; be ettdieaymii»d to tread 
in his fteps, and is become, like him): a member of the 
Aca^kmy Frnnfnfa, an honorary of that, dsi IirftripHons 
and des Belies Lettres, B ut hiaeloq aence ianeitimr fo natui- 
ral or noble, as t hat of his ma Aer. He has moffeTim^ry i n 
converfetioni which fparkles with naoreftrokes ^ wit ; 
Jtehas, perhaps, receiincd more from ftature tbantba Car- 
dinal) but he doesnot know bow toemploy k^ wdl w-hat 
was acquired from ethers, nor to reap the fiifit of his 
ftudtes. 

The Cardirtal has undertaken a Latin poami which 
he entities AnH Lucrttius^ and is a' refutattoaof tbe fyf.. 
tem of mateiialifts, Heiecitcs paflages. froi^ it to pexu 
fotis whom be thinks capable of judging of their me- 
rit ; and his eminence has dona me the honour to re« 
-peat feveral of them.. . 

They are admirable paintings and- defcriptttos. If 
one. knows the Latin ever Co licths, and letaembers the 
authors of tbe Auguftan age^he would imSgsna that he 
<fead them tiver again by . hearing theCe parages. But 
a poem againfi: Lucretius, of equal length with the orig- 
inal,, and divided into nine books^ requires the life bi 
a aum to earry it to perfeftion. The Cardinal began 
too hite,,'9nd cannotllatierhimfelf with the; hope ^ofliv- 
iagto fioifkitt ' It^afidfl he «£9afis to cbargeitb^ Abl^ 
de Rothclio with this tafk, who, from vanity, will not; 



or bf tiid umverfttyi 'Wall lie AMCflilsy.i %h€t AM>c will 
neve* aoooiDjpUfii i'u-^ hiiAkU^riiPmi>S€Xf )Mfhe& iH® 
AntiXiii:reiiii6.afvp0ira^iit;WfrU miMl^ledliy. do imiH»fr 
to tbeCtniiMl'stiaiilit^.ali iveU m th^AbbfC^^aifi 
even tiMfeMrtNi»*wlH>tihaU..h|iV)e.« Silled Mua ip fo- . 

eni,ie0tii«iy^pbib]fe]iWQa]r,offlvc^<K; (l3|TU\0i^n4 tin<ept? 
Scifqely woyhd a tsaalhtitm.i>f.i^:id< pr^r<»0r vtrfe, be 
turiHni- dver^ i Greek, is ca^ilel^ib lojf^tfA ; -k i» tp be 
fea«-0ihtbe Iiadtt'iktll £c|0».bei £c>^ Mld> tha^ ^Her CaxdiUif I 
de P^dipuc^ tbe Abbe de. IUibeUn» Atfid a ermta M* U 
BeaiYf eoning tif in tbe ttfiivferfiliTt. will h^ jcMtA-tl^ 
UfrsfHht Roammu^ fiven- the Jeftiita begin : t^. oegk.^ 
Latin x Tbey £»dit aierceary 10 wmesn frreneh i* tbia 
ga<»i tbc«i-'siiore.bfDm>Qrf.aiidpfofiti« .f\ .^, • • "7 

Tlfe:figayeIof itbe Cardinal aoditb«t<rf^fthA Abbb.ai^ 
ftitlvmare^'diffiBfent. tbaii thctfr la««i o£.«iin4^. vTbai:^!^ 
t\\t iirftiiaeie^nt ahdmfaSie^iain4s;.aRePMpe^ wba^j^ 
if* and Uat\faettii.' i£ . iTe** wire: i<i^tpa;ifU if«>q».vKi^a:)a, 
great.)mk)o9ia'<icax)icd foai-dtasdia.wtfe ^no^^ mp^xhf am-t 
baffeAoff);a fagaonajRoniaoi amor, w^e.. (bpc^d ^^^A^ 
feaMibsaoif ^tW Oardinai ^ ./^>i(e(».: Ti%r Abbe d^ 
Rd»iiettnibar^/onCib»caolnit||y a.ineendfef]^&We ca^I»^ 
tettAoee^ bia«pfiBfili le<heveid^iiQ«N^.44Biw; :l|ti(:figi^j)e. 
is afti^es«ble^::biit»ii^iNte^ in^eeti. s^ ttet/qf ;tVi Caf di^sll 

• .' c---'' • I ■'•^' j' • ';« ^ •.'» - >: . .,-. ..-v; 

©it ABBi Wt>ffitlK:BicttoAeAl^^ 
Jl * FOK MEDALS 1WI> BOOKS. ' f-* - 

. .• - ••* •"'>* 

If E' 1i\iht ^ie JbiMtVr' eiMolirfu* of twe^ Aindp^ 
Vbi4b bekmg b^ii^aliy («>^ei^uttitidnV«ieibilB aitd^betobl^ 
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He hat) of tlie firft, a cbnfiderable €<^leftlM loX all toriM 
iuid forms. His iilver mtdais' are, aa I have baen told, 
eight thoufand in nuiaber, to which muft be added » 
three hundred medalUona of emperors, wad four: bun- 
dred of <«recian cities. His feries of large and icaaUer 
medalsy in bronae^ are upwards of nine thouiaad. He 
began this colIeQion at Remey under, theinipe&ion of 
the Cardinal de Polignac, His 'eminence havingt on 
his part^ colleded fome, the Abbe hopes he will leave 
. them to hiiBy and^ that, by this meanS| his cabinet will 
become the fined and moft precious ever in the pof- 
fefGon of* an individual in France* The Abbe wiil 
not be at all infenlible 4^f the poiTeffioa of fo rich a lit* 
erary domain ; for^ although a jnaa of quality^ fu£* 
ciently wealthy, amiable, and agood companion, he is 
accufed of loving medals to fueh a degree, that when 
he finds one carelefsly laid, and is unob&tved by the 
proprietor, he does not heiitate to put it in his pocket, 
and, afterwards place it in his cabinet; Except 4n this 
he is by t>o m^ans knavilh* He is rather .too poignant 
and indifcriminate in raillery: The Cardinars di^po- 
tibn was equally remote from: fatire orfcandaL . . 

The Abbe de Rothiiin's other tafte, is in. books. His ' 
literary cblleElion begins to be very coofiderablc ;. he 
fhewsit willingly, and with odentation, and raakeacu^ 
rioul remarks on feme printed works nybich he alone 
poifefTes : He explains in whaS their merit eoafifts ; 
the-raVify and' Angularity by w^icfa they ate diftin- 
guifhed* As he commonly fpeaks to people lefs learn- 
ed than himfelf, they believe all he fays, and congratu* 
late him upon the pofleflion of fuch a precious treafure, 
Which will be fold for a great price after his deaths 
Schiible people think there U a little quackery ia this, 
and I am of the fame opinion. 

In a tafte for books we mud diftinguifti mafterpieces 
in compofition, the ifioft fpiendtd editions, and elegance 
of types. Their merit is viiible^ arid we cannot rcfufe 
them a plac^ in a rich library, erpeciaUy when we are 
alTured that the editions afe as corre£t as they ace* hand- 
fome. ' • ' 

It may therefore be conceived that the fir ft books 
firtnied in Any language are. fought ^fter It^Krcfoanany 
biftoiical menum^ntSi^.oC Ibe;aru,a9dpd4t,i§g^ ^.)X 
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ktms to Hie' that otherwlfe the value of a Ifbriry fhoiild 
confifl in the intrinfic merit of the books^ ana in thd 
tttiliiy they may be of to thoJe who poffcfs tliexn. Peo- 
ple Who are, or wiih to become well informed, ought 
to have a great number of books of every kind ; thofd 
of lefa preteniions, ought to confine themfelves to hooks^ 
proper to their (ituation, and fuch as are ufeful to their 
daily amufement and in(lru8;ion. Towiih to go fur» 
ther is folly and abufe ; yet I think this folly feemt 
pretty general. The Abbe de Rotkelin infpired with it 
the C^ompte de Hoym, minifler of the king of Poland, 
iilcftorof Saxony, at the court of France, and who hat 
beeir perfuaded that, although unlearned, he ought to 
have the fcarceft books of everv kind, and to get them 
magnificently bound« M. de Boze, perpetual lecretary 
to the Academy des Beiies Lettrei, has alfo begun to col- 
kSt books of erudition ; he has had, and will continue 
lo have, the power of perfuading the illiterate rich to 
make the fame acquifition, without their knowing the 
reafons that induce them* The Abbe de Rotkelin and 
M. de Boze can, at leaft, tell the kind of merit fojr 
ivhfch • they fought after fuch ot fuch a book. . The 
reafons Mxcl fometines, frivolous enough ; but, how* , 
?vcr, ti^y know them ; mftead of which, thofe intp 
whofb hafid* thefe books may hereafter fall, will buy 
them dear, for the fole reafdn that ! their fir ApoflefTor 
efteemed them highly. 

It is diverting to imagine that there will come a time 
when -people, who know not a word ef Latin, will give 
an exorbitant price for books written in that language^ 
that they will even give an hundred piftoles for a' 
book, becaufe it is honoured in the catalogue with. the 
epithets fcarce and fingular, an<j, that a great price.hafi 
been olFered for it in » preceding fale. ^ 

I met one day with one of thefe Mliomancs^ who had 
juft paid a great price for a fcarce book : /< Apparent- 
ly, Sir," faid I to him, '* it is your intention to get 
thisb#ok reprinted." ^* By no means," anfwered he, 
«< it would then be no longer fcarce^ and thereby I0& 
its value; moreover, I k/iow not if it be worth while." 
«' Ah, Sir," replied I, *« if it defcrves not to be reprint- 
ed, how ban it be worth the price you have given ?"^ . 
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:. laij^eaking of tlie Abbe de E9ikelinyl :Bi^ jo^relf 
xorcnfibly engaged in tfcuningpf il^cuvan^ of book 3*. 
1 know not if what I have jiuft renarlfied may, iniime^ 
be of ufe to Come of my f^rieods, or to vpeople foV w^om 
I ought to he moft ioterefted ; be this af it io^ay, I have 
giyen niy opinion fceely, let tbofe who i^eaff. beoj^fit 
iyit. 
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ON *rHE SINGULAR M$:MQRY AND EKUDlTl6K 
pF AJME LONGUERUfi, AJ^D OTHER UTERAKV 
. ANECDOTES. ,„ i 

I 

X WA8 for feverat yeari^ acquainted with a man, 
iihich lefa atniable than the Cardinal de 'PjoligQiup, but , 
famous for his iaMBenfe^ evudirionf founded uapo|» hia , 
^^mory, which Was, iYi trifth, altotti&iag; thii was , 
the Abbe <^tf Lmgmerut : He^ied in i^^s^tupwlurdsof , 
leighty years of agep In his childhood he app€«i«d a | 
t>rod%y. Lewis "XI V, palfing by CfaajHsTilk, the Ab- i 
^^ country, wilhed tofee and hear htn« He f^emed 
to know every tMng at an age when other cbildrea 
kpow foarcelv kny thing, iic; tnatntaitied bis reputa« 
tibn' to the ena of his life; Comiii s early to P^ris^ b e 
"was eotifuked iis an braele on mattfinaof) every kind. 
Although efteemMa man of mnck;renfe,>Hewi|s>never 
of any Academy, but received mariy eompliments cipon 
i»ts memory. • t aflted him how hemarmged tf^.drraogc, 
and retain in his head, everything that entered it^i^nd 
to rccoUcft every thi ng when wai!ited. *♦ Sir,.** at|f Wer^ 
ed be, ^^ the elements of every fcienc^ mud be learned 
whilft we are young ; the firfVt princf plc« of every Jan- 
gnage, the « 3 c, as 1 may fay, of .^very kind of: knowl- 
edge: This is not <ii^c(^lt in youth, fo much* th^lefs 
fo^ as it is not ncceiTary to penerate far, and that Am- 
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yie aoticMis are fuffictent : When once they are acquiiv 
cd every fehing we 'read places i^felf where it ought 
to be : The fom erf acquired knowledge infenfibly 
becomes vccamulsted and perfedly c^ftributed. 
Therefore/' added the Abbe, " I have ftadied 
nothing, nethodically, almoft thefe fifty years ; but I ^ 
read fometimes one boo^, fometimes another, and thob 
in preference which may teach me fomething new. Or 
recall to my mind that which cannot be too much in« 
culcated. It is in this manner I am become poffeiTeA 
of the nomenclature of all my books : My local memo* 
ry indicates to me the place in my cabinet, or aparb* 
menf, where they are ; I am therefore fure, in cafe of 
need, to give t^lear dire&ions to thofe I fiend to feck 
them ; they bring them to me, and, in this, I find al« 
ways the proof of- what I have advanced of my memo* 
ry.". ' 

The Abbe de Lovtgevrue has^ however, found that th* 
Tnemory muft not be too much relied upon ;0HcyiQitd 
to make an exertion of it, in which he did not quite 
Succeed. In 171B, it was argued with him that noth* t 
ing was more difficult than to give an hiflorical def-- * 
cription of FrancCf and which ttiould be neither long 
nor uninterefting ; he pretended to be capable of do* 
ing it from memory, without confulting any book, but. 
entirely by the aid of fome charts, which he was to 
have before his eyes; and, that he would call ro mind- 
the origin and hiftory of eaeh province, city, and . 
principal places and the didinguifhed houfes of the 
kingdom. He began to di£bate ^is defcription to the 
Abbe Alary, who was thert a little boy, the fon of an 
apothecary, and thought himfelf very happy to write 
under his dtre^lion : The work appearea in 1719, a 
a volume tt/a^'o. He read fragments of it in manu^ > 
Tcript and printed detached' fheets, to feveral people, 
who could not ceafe admiring how fuch profound re- 
fearches could have come, as from their Tource, with* 
Qut the leaft difficulty to him. But as foon as a few 
whole copies were publifhed, it appeared that corre^b 
works were hot to be compofed iri tnis manner ; many. 
notable errors werd found in his hitlory, befides bol<i 
and hazarded opinions, not fuffi'ciently edablilHed.*- 
The Abbe was obliged to take out many leaves, whick 
R 
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lick of Holland, which it wae his intered to prefcrvci. 
By fccuring to himfelf the propofed bariiar, the king 
wot^ld' have taken the ten remaining .provinces, and 
joined them* to France, which would have been, to 
make ufe of a popular exprefTion, * giving the fined 
poflible form to his meadow,-*-UpoR this the Abbe 
faid that France had* three acquifitious only to make ; 
all belonging to her aaeieat poiTeflions, and wiihing to 
do more was a folly. Thefe acq^ifitions, were, firft 
the Low Countries, which We ought always to flatter 
ourfclves the lioufe of Auftria will fome day cede to 
us to round her otm meadow on the oppofite fide. Sec- 
ondly, Savoy, which we may alio hope to obtain, in an 
^reeabltf* manner, by encreadng the pofTefliohs of the 
Duke, on the (ide of Italy, where we rifk nothing ia 
procuring them for him, and^uttiQg it out of his pow- 
er to penetrate tnCo-the kingdom. Thirdly, Lorraine, 
which the Abbe was perfuad^ we mi^ht have whiea- 
ever we pleafed; He did not count Avignon among the 
acquifitions to be made ; for, faid he, the Pope is no 
mdre mafter there than the 3tihop of Straiburg is in 
Alfac^ However, the Abb6 judged more according 
to his own opinion, than that, of wife politicians, that 
diftant acquimions and pofleffions were improper for 
us. He told me he had known a man who demonflrat- 
cd to Colbert, that it Was a Folly for France to hav« 
great po0cffions in America, and particularly in ihm 
£aft Indies ; that is was necefTary to leave the Englifh^ 
.who have, as we may fay, but a foot of land in Earope, 
tgr make" e^blifiiments in the new wovld ; and to the 
Dutch, who are nearly in the fame fituation, to make 
conquers in Alia \ That, after all, if we had, at fecond- 
" hand only, what is brought from thofe countries, wc 
fhouldnot be the poorer, becaufe France would find 
within herfelf, not only every thing of the firll necefli- 
ty, but Hill the means of employing all the arts which. 
fuppoK epicureanifm and luxury, and bring Yo much 
money into the*' kingdom. M. de Colbert, faid th« 
Abbe, fell into a great paiTion with the man who Had 
fpoken to him fo freely, and would never' fee him a- 
gain ; bul, becoming angry is not giving an aofwer. 

The Cardinal dp Richelieu was not a learned man, 
but he kn«w well how to do withoyt being fo : It is 
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fufficiient for a miaiiler ^o encoufage 4ftd proted: the 
fcicQces^ he U jRp% obliged, to. poQefs^nor even culd<* 
V9t&any of tliem ; but wha^ is .Q^traordia.ar)S tbe fU«ir« 
dipal thought no more of 'fcien^ip xhaa of the learned. 
He had ilud^ theology: a iittleu.n.his youth^b.eca.ufe9. be4 
ing deflined.to the" church, it was.i^cefl^aFyvto him $ 
and, to gain e^cleAailical preferpient,; it yra^$ necoifary 
to be able to maintain a the&s againft (he jCalvinifla ; 
the Cardinal had therefore, compofed, iOr,<at leaft, had 
afQfted jn 4he.c,ompont,ion of foipa.workis ipf: this ktnd^ 
which, be gobpjintcd with much, pomp and niagnifi^ . 
cetxccj^at Jh^ Rpyflil ;printing office* .Jie was at the 
expjenfe; of cajfting Hcbr^w^ Chal4fiap,( $y«iian and A> 
rabic charaacr$, to make a_ Polyglot ftiblei in the man* 
ner of that which did fo much honour to the Cardinal 
Ximenes; but. he underilood no language 'but the 
French ^nd |he rL^tin ; fcarcely •ha4 he read our.pro* 
fane ^^uthprp? :., He. was ignorant .of .hiftory,. had no 
knowledge pf abtiquity, and kneyr nothing at all of 
natural philofophy. nor mathematics ; qn ..which ac- 
coi#nt.hAj\cy^r r^^Pinpenfed thofe >\rhp.appUed them- 
Iclvefrto the ftudy of thpfe fciencps, lie let Andre 
Duch^ine, who was certainly the befl compiler of hif- 
tory, and who lived during :the admini.uraLion, or, 
rather ihe reign,:of the Cardinal, die for want. Neith- 
jer the accyratc Jfciences, nor xhofe of nature made any 
progrefs during hi« tipi^- He encouraged the arts^ but 
it wasjo.malso thenii ferye his luxury. He cftablifticd 
aij\ academy of grammar, cjloqucnce, and poetry, in 
which he has per ha pa. done a greater fervice to^the 
nation than he thought at firil:; he did this becaufe he 
loved poetry, and pretended tO:writc it. Neither ftody 
nor knowledge is. neceiTary for> this; genius* alone is 
fufiicient ; . it mud be acknowledged. the Cardinal dc 
Richelieu was not wanting' in ic^ and it was eafy far 
him- to '.fuppjy the want of habitude- in this. kind of 
compofuionj^ecaufe.he' had ppeta. at the court, who 
wiQied for nothing better than to put rhyme and meafure 
to his thoughts. -. -, .. , 

M. Colbert thought very differently: He certainly 
was not more inflrucled, perhaps even lefs than the 
Cardinal; but he ^had zeal enough to encourage all the 
arts^ fciences^ and evpry^iud of talent; faeliookcd 
R 2 
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upon them as a fource of honour for his king, and even 
of profit to France* Fortunately Lewis* XIV, was of 
the fame opinion ; and, although more ignorant than 
his minifter, he had more talle, and was more difficult 
to deceive, than Colbert, When people'^ reputation 
could reach his' ears, he never failed to recompenfe 
them,''according to their merit. M* Colbert, incapable 
of judging for himfelf, in an infinity of circumilancef, 
chofe guides upon whofe advice he formed his opin-> 
ions ; but his oracles were not always fure and impar-^ 
tial ; In matters of erudition the Abbe Gallois Chape-> 
Iain was his guido in poetry, and Perrault for all that 
came within the arts and fcien^es* Chapelain, who 
died before Colbert^ was replaced by the Abbe Telle- 
mant. 

^ I once faw the Abbe de Longuerue in a great pafilon^ 
about the abridgments which remain to us of the aa* 
cient hiftorians, •! cannot forgive Juflin for depriv- 
ing us of the great Jiiflory of Pompey. Paul Diane has 
taken from us that of Fe&us; Florus was near lofing 
us that of l,ivy, and Carnelius Nepos the lives of il- 
luflrious men in Plutarch. I do not remember who it 
was of the cotnpany who anfwered,, very lenfiblyi it 
was not to be wondered that abridgments only vemain-.. 
ed to us, and great books were loft. Before the inven-* 
tion of printing thefe were fo dear to puraale, or g«t 
copied, that all a man of moderate fbrtune could do, 
was to procure abridgments of them; <&ven at prefent^ 
nov^ books are not fo dear, the fortune of the generali- 
ty of people, and the dimenfions of their apar^ments^ 
do not permit them to havo voluminous works. But^ 
moreover, is it not doing a fervice to mofl readers, to 
put into their hands clear abridgments, methodically^ 
and well compiled, wtiich contain the mofl intereiling 
fafts. It is necelTary the abbreviator ffeould qucts his 
authorities; they may then be confulted in grOat li- 
braries, wherein ail the voluminous works arc de- 
pofited. Bui, if the abridgment be acknowledged an 
exa6b one, it ought to bt fufficient for common read* 
crs ; and great books fhould be refervcd for thofe 
whofc intcreft it may be to decide upon fome* particular 
queftiom, which .cauhot well be thoroughly examined^ 
.without recurring to the fource% ^ - ^ •.•.,.. 
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The Abb^ was a ^ood deal acquainted with the illuf- 
trioui Fenclon, Archbifhop of Cambray. He has al- 
ways infi (led that he had more wit than fcience, and 
that he was a weak theologian. In attempting to in- 
troduce wk and fubtlety into his fyflem of devotion, he 
wandered from his fubjeft, and fulfered fome errors ta 
creep into his work^ intitled LesMaximes dcs Saintsr*, 
M. Boifuety his iecret rival at court, was more learned',. 
a greater theologian, and a more able difpulant. He 
took advantage of M, Ycntlon's faux pas to txxm him*; 
the good Archbifhop, unprepared for the blow, rcfolv- 
ed to fubmit to it with 8 good grace ; he was deprived- 
of the cardinal's hat, which had been promifed him, 
and to which, it is faid, he was even named, in pctto^ 
Id general M. de Fenelon was more mild and amiable 
in focietyi and M. fiofluet more learned, able and even 
more dexterous in intrigues. 

The Abbe had alio feca the Cardinal de Vendomcf^ 
who was legate in France, the moil: incapable and rich- 
efl of all the l^ates and cardinals :> He became an eo* 
cleiiaflic late in life, and befng a widower>. fome one 
(aid, dn hearing of his admiffion into the facred college, 
that it WM the firfl: college he had ever entered. When 
he was legate, it was even necelTary to explain to him^ 
what the word legate meant,, and what were his powers 
and fuii£lion« ; but- he learned no more of thefe than 
thofe to whom headdpefli^d himfeif for ififormation were 
williag he (hould know. He got his letters regiftered 
in the parliament ^ the Attorney General joined all the 
reftri£lions he thoughtproper ; it was inferted he fhould 
do nothing but accordkig to the king's good pleafur^, 
and that his legation fiiouM continue no longer than his 
MajeAy found it agreeable. Thefe were re(lri6lions 
made for all future legates, who are, and will forever 
be obliged t6 fubmit to the fame claules and conditions. 
Therefore it was a flroke of policy in Lewis XIV, to 
decorate, with the title of legate, this good Cardinal, 
who did^ not hold that office at the expenfe of the cler- 
gy : ' Being rich, he had no nee^ of great abbies, nor 
epifcopal* or arohiepifcopal fees, which he was incapa- 
ble of governing. V He aid notunderftand the Latin of 
the parchment and papers laid before him to fign, and 
(poke French like his mothei^ and M, de Beaufort his 
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brother, that is to fayi likie the language pf the illiterate 
vulgar : He faidj* afMns^jc venions^ apd. could lacvcr 
harangue .the king, either when he.recpiyed th^ cardi- 
Jial!sic#p| or when he had an audience ds Ijcgate. 

:Tbc Coiiipte de R^** was famOMS at rcourt for his 
flupidiiy. The Ahbe i^^tf Lpf^guertie^ who k^ew him 
well, has toldmetnany things of him, independently of 
thofe known to all the world; fuch asthatpf his nev- 
er being able to tell whi<;h. W/is the capital of the State 
of Venice ; and of his having faid he wa8^:9ftonifhed 
the king expended fo much money in getting antiques 
f roin abroad, whilfl there were fo.piatiy able nien in 
f* ranee whp would .m^ke tbe/n for him if be pUafed. 
.The foliqwing appears fo naivCj frank^ an(jl:goo,Q natur- 
cd, that 1 cannot but relate it. The day M% R*** 
married Madamoifelle «le ♦♦* who. was very Mgly, but 
had a deal of wit| " Madame," faid h.Q.to.hAr»' " ypu are 
iiot pretty,-and they fayJ ang^^ fool ♦ let ai^ mutually 
overlook .our d^fe£l»». ajid we (hgU^Aake the happied 
man and wifeJn the. world." She'4Cdnftntft4 to the 
'propodtion* aod th^y Jived afFe6lionateVy; together. He 
.was tall, handromc^ancl weUimade.;;. their joifspcing ben 
came numerous, iand now figures gt the coujrt. iipiong 
thofe of the firft rank. - , • » 

The father of the Ahhe d^, L^nguerue feryed^undei 
his friend, the Marftialc Fabcft, whom the ;Abb^^ when 
young, had fometiipcs feen .as commanfier ["Uppn the 
i'roB3tierS:of Champagne, .the Abbie*$ |QQUQtiy« ; .Faber( 
•wa4 adhmatic, ftn^ died^^f a Hnal.(l9page..o,f't[efpiration 
in the night. The pepp](e .'of S^daa,,andi it^ tanvirona 
were perfuaded rhat the devil had jdrangJed him. Howi 
ever ridiculous and abfurd this opinion may be» it waa 
founded upon the a ftooift\ing fortune tb<e Mar Q^al had 
made, and upon what.he.faid himfrlf^.n^!^ quitejpublic-^ 
ly, but to his friends' and confidei»ts, who repeated it td 
.otheTrs : He believed firmly ia judicial aftrology, and 
aiTertcd he-had been jpreviou fly informed o/,wJia.tcve< 
had befallen himi: . He was the .{qn of a bookjfelier ai 
•Metz, who, howeve^ had. arrived at the, dignity oj 
mahre cchevin, or mayor of the city. The Marfhal 
was, at firft, a private foldier, and diftinguiftied himfeli 
on fo many. perilous occafipns.that he acquired, amonfi 
his comrades,- the .rpput«tion of.ufprcsxer^wbo.charmec 
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tamion and mci0wt balls, and prevented them from 
touching him. Every a€Uon, from which he retired 
with fortune and honour, procured him addiii4>nal rank; 
fo that at the age of rather more than forty years, he 
was captain of the guards, and a general officer. He 
never loft his firmnefs in whatever (ituation the army or 
troop he commanded, or his own perfon might be, he 
had always the coup d*ail, jufl and unerring, to judge o£ 
the ftep it was necelTary he fhould take, and of the rem- 
edy to be applied to any difficulty : In other refpefts 
he was incapable of forming a regular plan of a cam? 
paign, as his views were not extenHve ; out h< accom* 
plifhed every commiflion with which he was charged*. 
There was, probably, fome policy in his manner of de- 
claring he knew by magic or aflrology all that was to. 
happen, and, that he was iure never to fall in- battle, or- 
during the war : In fad he lived for fome y«ars afterr 
the peace of the Pyrenpes. 

The foldiers had a convincing proof of hisnot beings 
invulnerable, for he had a thigh broken at the &ege of 
Turin : All the furgeons were for cutting it oifx. M. do 
Turenne, under whom he ferved^ exhorted him to fuffer: 
this operation : He-aofwered that he would not die by- 
piecemeal, and that death fhould have him altogether or 
not at all : He fmi4ed at the fame time,, and faid he- 
knew he (hould get well of hit wound ; he was fortun- 
ate enough to do fo*. He never wori^ a pitched balt^le, 
but he favcd, feveral times, the king's army, which had 
been drawn into difficult fitaations : He took Stenay- 
in the prefence of Lewi4 XIV,. who thus made under- 
him his firft campaign* Another Gon(}ueO',not lefs im-. 
portant was that of the Chateau of Clermont, in A r-. 
gonne, capital of the Iktle country of the Clermontois ; 
it was looked upon as impregnable, and the reducing of 
it is dill efteemed a prodigy. As foon as he had taken 
pofleffion of it he ordered it to be rafed, in which he> 
aAed judicioufly, becaufe it was an advanced poft,. 
which gave entry to the enemy into Champagne*- 
Fabert was generally thought to be one of the mo&. 
honeft men in the world ; Ifis didnterefledners and 
modefty, on feveral occafions, were worthy of ancient 
Rome* He was not unlearned ; he knew, at leaft, the 
ancient Greek and Latin hiftorianS|. and might have: 
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obferved therein, that the great generals of antiquity 
had fometimes triade the foldiers believe they had to do 
with god's and daemons. 

The Abbe de Lmgatrue knew another marfhal; much 
iefs eftimabte than Fabcrt: This was the Marfhal d' 
Alb'ree de MiofTcns. It was only by making his court 
to Queen Anne of Audria and Cardinal Mazarine, that 
he had arrived at that dignity, without having' ever 
diftinguifhed bimfelf in war. He was no more than a 
fpurious relation tff the Houfe of Albret; but finding 
himfelf Clowned with riches and, honours, he had fet 
u^ a falfe pretenfion to a legimate defcent. He got a 
certain abbe to cem'pofe him a genealogy, whofe falf- 
hodd Was fo cafily difcovercd- that it was generally 
laughed at. The Marfhal was a very idle talker ; forae 
years before his death he took it into his head lo be in 
love with Madame de Comuel, who lived to a very 
great age, and to whom many witticifms are attributed. 
He Courte.d her for a long time, but, at length, perceiv- 
^ing his affiduity was in vain, he ceafed vj^ting her. 
The ladyj who eared little about hitti, faid jocoTely ; 
^^ In trutti I am forry he has left me, for 1 began to 
hearken id him#" 

I know hot ficw more noble expreflions, and worthy 
the age of Lewis XI V, when every body prided thcm- 
TelVes upon being courtiers, th^n thofe of M. de Cham- 
ill art to M. de fieauirillrers, who was charged from the 
king to tell him fo, retire to his eftate of Etang. The 
i>uke having put on atnelsntholy countenance, began 
*by alTuring him that he was »xtremfely forry to be the 
-bearer dfd very difagreeabler piece of news ; *^ V/hat, 
Sir," afafw^red M.- de Chamillart, *^is the king ill ? 
Has any thing difagrecable happened to the royal fami- 
ly ?"« No, Sir," faid the Duke. *« That being the 
cafe," replied he, ** itiy fears are removed." M, de 
BettUvilliers theri "Cfktcuttd his commif&on, and M. 
6hatniilart retired quietly to Etjing, (jtetween St. Cloud 
and Verfailles : He furvived Lewis XiV, -fix years, and 
died in'ifiai; 

' The Father Bouhours was amiable 'in focietyj fpoke 
;ind wrote with purity, for which rcafon the bcft things 
he h<ls written af« his Remarksupon the FrencH Lan- 
|uage'; fhiv flil^ was x>the)-Wafs languid, iy. paying too 
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much atteiUiop: to it.: .His erudition wa[$ i^oi gnat, and 
his gxajid dcfedl was want of tafle ; but his rage was to 
write upon that fubjjeft ; fuch arc his Manure dc jfugtf, 
its Ouvrages d'Efprit^ and his Ftnjks ingenieufcs^ flo 
was miftaken in many articles in the firil of thele works^ 
and has introduced feveral falfe and t>ad thpoghts into 
ih^ fecond ; but thefe books would be.ureful9;^nd worth, 
reading,, if they had produced nothing but .the excellent, 
criticifm intitled ScntimcrUs dc CUantc, by,!^rbier d'Au- 
court. It is not .the firft time that criticifms of qejrtaia. 
books haye been found more ufeful than the work it*» 
klF^ becaufe they prefcribe rules ^^ortafte. Therefprea 
journal judiciouHy cpmppfcdf would-be of the greateil- 
utility, becaufe it would not only point out to us good 
books, and thofe we ought, to read entirely, but the de^^ 
fefts of; others^ and in what they confift, .: • . 

ThcJihk^de Longucfuf hfis left a difciplc whom i fee 
frequendy„apd w;ho.is,jiporcover,;one of my intimate 
friends ;; thisiiS the-Af^b?:Alary : As ie. will never read 
what 1 am going to wrjte^ I will give.my fex^timentiS of 
him wjithoutrefcrye. He xnade his way in^o the world, 
under the prpte£lion and merit of the Abbe d€ Longuc^. 
rue, with whom he-paiTed his youths and .wifhes to 
make peopiq . believe, that^ like .a&otjier Eiiiha, that 
modern- EJiijfih .left him h|s mant'^jhis wit and«.hia 
memory. He does ^not, however, podefs 'Qear fo2mM(:h. 
knowlejdge as his mailer* \ He- was received into ^ho 
Acadctnie Fran^ifc in ^793, an honoijir which the Abbe 
de Langutrue,^ had dirdaioed* Jn^^he early infancy of 
Monsieur le Pauphin, the Abbe Alary was appointed 
preceptor to this prince, that is, he was charged with, 
teaching him to, read, whilft the royal infant was yet 
ill the hands of^wooien. However, when the-pauphiQ 
was put uncUnthcc^ie of men, the Abb«; Alary had no 
part in t|;ie learned, eclu^cat ion of thefbeir. to the crown* 
1 beljieve ibpnc rufpicions of ambitionTsuad intrigue in 
his character, were prejudicial to him. 

The Abbe had formed a little edabiiQiment, the par- 
ticulars of which being already unknown to many peo- 
ple, will foon, be forgotten by all the world ; they arc, 
however, worthy of being preferved*. His eftabliftiracnt 
vas a kind of club, like thofc in Kngland, qr a political 
fuciety^ perfe£liy free, Ci^mpoicd of perjens who liked 
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to reafon'upon what^afTed, and could jointljr give tlneir 
opinions without fear of interruption, or any bad con- 
iequences, becaufethey knoweach other well, and the 
perfont admitted to an audience. This fociety was call- 
ed the Entre^folf becaufe the place in which the mem- 
litr* affembled was an entrc-fol^* in which the Abbe 
4odged. It was furnifhed with every thing neceCTary ; 
good chairs, a good fire in the winter, and, in fummer^ 
the windows opened upon a pretty garden. They 
neither dined nor fupped there, but drank tea in win- 
'ter, and lemonade, ana refrdhing liquors in fumnver : 
The Oazettesof Frandi, Holland, and even the £ngli(h 
papers were always upon the table. In a word, it was 
a genteel coffee hotHe. I went there regularly, and 
frequently found perfons of diftin£tion, who had held 
fome of the firft employs, both at home and abroad. 
Even M. "de Torcy went there fomettmes. — —This 
gCoMrit^ fo refpe6^able in appearance, finifhed in an un- 
-cxpcfted manner.*-*-Some differences arofe between 
the courts of London and Madrid : Lord Chefterfield, 
t-he Englilh ambaQTador, finding Cardinal Flm^y refrac* 
tory to the reafons of his court, thought the nation 
might be made to underftand what the minifler could 
not be made to comprehend. Having learned that a 
political club exifledin the neighboui%ood «of the Lux- 
embourg, in the apatltaents of the Abbe Alary, he de- 
manded an audience in the Entre^foi^ went there,* and 
pleaded the caufe of the Englifh againflthe Spaniards, 
oefore the members who affifled, who, as it may be 
fuppofed, applanded his eloquence, but decided upon 
nothing. The Cardinal, informed of this adventure, 
forbade, in the king's name, the club to aifemble, and, 
from that time, the Abbe Alary never appeared at 
court. He lived at home, in tranqailllty, and was 
very affiduons in the meetings of the Academy, 
however, withoilt compofing any work. He had the 
priory of Gournay fur-Marne, a few leagues from Pa- 
ris : This benefice is pretty good, and the priory houfc 
ftands in a delightful (ituation. The Abbe leads there 
an happy an<i even delicious life ; with all proper de- 
cency, he receives amiable women, to whom ho is 

9 A floor'between t]|e ground aad fira floor, almoft rcveti feet bigH. 
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TotnflPlyifiulty and w1i<>, wlie^ be. beeottcstdd, will wil«- 
lifigt^'be the hmt to hftti. In my trpition his tiMkntaar 
t>f IMftg Js to be envied. 
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OH ABSENCE OF MlMa 



iXAfilTUAL Abfeoce of Mind i* a real proof 4t 
folly, or, «t letft, of great ioattention* How happens it 
thereforoi that them are people who pride themfclves 
upoti this abfence, and ibinklo afltaheaniir of impor- 
tance and capacity. Inftead of paying attention ta 
what if faid to then, they wiih to appear taken up 
with ^^« another thing : This is. in truth, contempt^ 
ble. The only* pretence fuch permnsxan have is, that 
their pretended Abfenoe |urevents them from giving 
inmieakrteanfwfrs-tpeidbjTafl^fjg^queftionai but this 
is at tbe expenfe of their reptttatioI^ I like thole bet- 
ter who hearken iittentively, and reply ^owly.— *Thia 
was the ancient method of perCons who difcuued im^ 
port ant affairs ; but it is now no longer in Jfa(hion% 
French itatoc^tf' cannot accommodate itfelf to it, and tjio 
multiplicityof affairs with which ourminifters are takea 
up, do not give them fufficient timp* It is in Spain, only^ 
where the. national gravity permiu .pfu>ple fp ipeak and 
write with cfrctim^eai,on} and' .where mcp can condder 
at leifure what th«y have to fay, or commit to paper, 1 
knew a SpamfljL.ambaiTador, in iTranpe, wiio^ important 
ed by quefiions incelTantly put to him, to which he waa 
required to aofwer immediately^ and, finding that even 
our young nobility fonietitne4 let flip i^nreadboable cx« 
premon^, which he would hav^ thought himfelf obliged 
to apimadv^t lupon, if he-ha4 apj[>eared to heav them, 
took the Wohitton of declaring himfeli dtaf, atad jpaiTed 
4 
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idiir or five years at Pari< and Verfailles, telling erery 
body he wai extcemdy bard qi hearing* ' £y J|lii| ctfetk* 
o4 be.fl^aafntly diffimulated, and 'made, people *i^e^« 
tkeir que&rops two br three tirne^) which gave him t^oie 
to prepare hta anfwer. Finally, when he had hu audi- 
ence of leave, it was remarked that his ear was very 
fine, and his artifice was difcovered when he had no 
longer occasion to make vft^fAu"^ 

I knew a woman of a (certain a^e, whofe How, but 
dignified manner of fpeaktng, even in ordinary convert 
fetion, gave her t^.iepiitation of a woman of great 
lenfe. Every thin^ -kc faid wV^ Ibokted \ipQn as fo via* 
jy feQtcftcesa»djipo^htiiegm&. / 
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'e si:.A*Vl XhVl. " - 

ON nOMESXiC ECONOMY./. r i 

I' -' r ; -' '•.-'. "^ . ^•., ' 

T'h at]ire4fent nMjuiretfof lirafleri 'and itnttrkfCe^^ of 
famtites; not to appear toc^much uKch*tip>Vittfthe'c^tc 
of doing tjnm honours bf their tables, &c. Nothing ap- 
pears more ridiculons than tb fee the lady of tjie houfe 
torment herfclft give her. keys to fi^rvahts to fetch dif- 
ferent things ftc has iriher 6Wn' particular keeping, 
whicb (ht diftribirte?v wifh'iciriuih'fpcftion, on grtfat oc- 
caAons ; afterwards preffing people to eat of what ftie 
thinks good, 'as if thejr had it not in theiir jibWir to'havc 
ms'good things fct before them every d^y; ^T*befe man- 
ners are fo impolite^ provhidarand ruftlcal that they 
are even banifhed from the genteel citizetis' bplif^s of 
Paris, from tho provinces and chateaux. A %oufe 
fhould be fo well regulated, that by a fign, or a ,word, 
from the mafter or miftrcft, fcHr.ery tbttig iboiild be in its 
pliice, ind'the company 'wfelf fervfed. 'jSiit if, in* the 
cwtTf6 of thi day. they ^flihtrtd' WMf fenBrcd 'fid^n cbm- 
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panf, the miftrefs fhould refiir^^t6;1t«rfelf momentrof 
recollection, in private,, w^ith her fervants, wheti (he 
fhould reckon tne expenfes of the preceding day, and 
givre her orders for thc^ pseCoiiik and fueeeeding ones ;, 
ihould know what every thing cofti, and what becomea 
of it. la houfes where maflers and miftredes are too 
elevated to defoend to thefe minutias, a trufty and faith* 
ful (leward oug^ t^ be ch^gcA neitfi ill but, as in a ' 
well managed theatre,, the machinery and decorations 
fiiould be fo well prepareti as. to maice every thing ap- 
pear at the moment of reprefentati9n,,.to be the effm- 
of the ft'rbke of a m^ifwand. ^^l• ^^ - • - 

I know a good citizen^is^^ hdulre,.ttie mafter of which is 
rich and eafy, wherein the common order of things is- 
reverfed^r JJ^ ifuiy^omj^ool^r^hafges h^rf^if wifti^thQ. 
daily e^penfi;^; thei:6.Ahe OQptjrary U(be€af(Siitbemi& 
trefs of (Kq bpure prides i^ierrelf. upofi thtsr.wity and ^ae' 
great n)^^n,. flfe employs to gain jaf brilliant ^epytatloa 
is, to^ivexegf2l^r.^^,o^ certain days,' 4 din ner^ on oth- 
ers a fuppipr^ y» ,^hofe w^o are. repuied to have moft' 
v/it ana information* The fortune of her h'uiband is 
equal to tlj^ete expenfes ; he k i nd ly gives in to. th<em with 
3 good grace, and is as well pleafed as tbe company 
with the elegance of her tafte. But« although. he feems 
rot to be^ interell^d in the diflertaiions* at which^ hfi is 
^refent, aflcs no queiliqos, ^nd. aever fjiyf <% word, I 
KnoMT^ from^ good aothority, that he amur<te.ihtmfifcl£^ 
with them. How. do we know that he dp^s.Qoi iiften 
as a crjtic ; it is f^rtain, that this mian, who fays not » 
vord, except in helping Jbis friends at ^b)e,.in.lbe moft 
elite manner,.who feems,. in the hoji^feyds aa^ humUe 
:ricnd to. the lady,, and to give orders about aay thing, 
Spends all his mornings io regulating the iamily ex«> 
.snfes, and writing, out the bill of fate, for dinner ; He 
colds his ferva^stswhen they fail in the, leaik fpart of 
^beJr duly,, and prefcribes them p/ecife andc^atl laws 
'or the f.uture.^ his people tremble, before bii9 ; he 
-^kcs the liberty to reprimand his ^ifey wi^en^ by her 
niit, the expenfes are top gre^ty or tbe dinner is not 
^ood enough, . . . . 

There is i^pthipgjMrhicI^ a pHilo&phical ohfirrvermav 
r.ot ttsrn to advantage ; and this gentleman might find, 
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in the ftudy of thefe liule dom^ftic aflbirH >» intcreH 
of co«£4er«bl0 mignitudiu 
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THE ETttCtS OF AMCgOUS CONNBXfOK ©» 
CHARACTER. 



<JVi 



b.FTER tre»iiog, tif tiii« rolume^ of lb mafiv differ^ 
mnt matten fud^eft*, T am now tomg tofpeak of love 
Mid women ; but 1 will not d wclr losg tipon either of 
them } f or I think, Itko Madame Cornuel', wfio faid, we 
cannon he long in loye, without doing ^>olifti things^ 
norfpeak moch of it,, without faying filly ones. 

It ia diflicolt, in every period of Hfe| to infpire a real 
paiBoii ; but it is ealy to make moft women tonceive a 
tnomenlary one ; inany things cootribate to this ; a fine 
iigure, the appearance of f^rength and vigour, the graces, 
wit, oy the reputation of it, complailance, and» often, a 
decided' tone, and light manners, ambitious ideas, and, 
finally, ioterefted views.; with fo many refources, i^ is 
almoft impofBble that every one (houtd not find means 
to gratify bi^ inclinations during his^ youth ; buty/in a 
jriperage, it is neceii^ry to fix the affeftions*. If we 
will not renounce every fpecies of gaHantry, it is ne-i 
oeffary to aceuftom ouifelves early to the fweet habi- 
ttide of living with one whom we love and efteem ; 
without which, we faH into the moft gloomy apathy, 
or infupportable agitation* The habitude of which I 
fpeak, is more agreeable and folld, when founded> ;^on 
the permanent affeftions of the mind ; but this is noi fo 
abfolutely necefisry as not to be difpenfed with. It is 
certaio that the t:area of a woman are always more 
agreeable to an old man th»n ihofe of a relation oi^ 
friend of hia own fesc s it (eems to jbie the wi& and in.^ 
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tention of nature that the two Cexes (hould live and die 
together* 

We become ipfenfible of a fettjed habitude ; and» ds > 
we do not perceive thai a toiftrefs grows oid» and be*- 
comes leTs handfome, we do not obferve that her way of 
thinking becomes our own, and our reafon fubj^&ed to 
hers, though fometimes. lefs enlightened. Weinfendbly 
facrifice our fortune to her ;, and this it a neceiTary. 
confequence of the refignation we have made of our. 
reafon. 

lyt^n rometwes|)afs over the io^ddities xif women, 
becaufc they arc pot perfeflly convinced of them, and 
that a blind confidence i| a neceffa^y c^nfequeace of 
their feduftion : fiut if, unfpr^unately,.they come to the 
knowledge of th^m* it is ioipofiible for, a Qian, fwcete* 
ly attached to a woman, not to be fufc^ptiUe of j^kaify. , 
This jealoufy takes a ^inge pf the cb^a^kcr^l the per* 
(on who iaaffe£^dwub. it* . >ThQ mild man beeomet 
afili£led, falU ill, and di^s ; if a^ rep^ntaace^ which ho 
is always difpofcd to believe £nf«QlB». does not .confole 
him : Tbe.choUri^ o^an b^eak»«pui into fagft ; and, in 
the fir ft. moments, it is iu>t,know«,kow far this nay 
carry him; but^en.of thvs di^pofiiioo are.fooneft ap- 
peafed, and mofifreq4^ent]y to he deceived. 

Pecuniary imereft a)oul4 qavfr be theibafis of an am* ^ 
oroiis connexion, r U renders, it Ihamefui, or at lea ft 
fufpicioua : .^oney,^ f^ys Mo^tagne^ being the fburce 
of concubinage. But when a tender union ts well form* . 
ed, intereft, lika. iisntimeat, becomea eommon. ; every 
thing is mutual ; and there is but fine fortune for two 
fin cere lovers. If they be equally ^honeft, aad incapa* 
ble of making a bad ufe of it, ibis is juft and natural ; 
but frequently the oomplaifaAcepf .one, makes him or 
her partake too much of the misfortunes and errors of 
the other.. .« ; 

Love ihould never have any thtag to do with affairs : 
It ought to live onpkaiures only : fiut how -is it poHi-'. 
ble to refift 4he folicit:ation8 of. a beloved objcft, who, 
though (he ought not to participate in affairs whichlhe 
has not prudence or courage enough to manage, yet 
hayipj always, for a prctexti her intereft in your repu- ' 
tation, welfare and happinefs, how is it pofllble to reiift 
an amiable woman, who attacks with ftich weapons p 
S a 



tio £ S S A Y S» 

Some ladies have a real, others, a horronred reputa*^ 
tion ; that of the ftrft is pure and unfpotted, founded 
oa the principles of religion, confequently the only ' 
genuine one ; it belongs to women realiy attached ta 
their duty, and who have never failed in the ieaft point ' 
of it, whether they have had the good fortunb to love, 
their hufVands, who have returned their afFeftlon ;- or 
whether, by an effort of virtue, they have been faithful 
to a man whom they have not loved nor were beloved 
by.*^There is another rep«itatio% unlenoWn to religion, 
which delicate morality, although pu;rely h«iman, does ' 
not admit, but whicK the world, move indulgent, will 
fometimes accept as good *, that founded upon the good 
choice of loveia^ ot rather, of a yof^er^; fi>r multiplicity 
is always indecent.*^We are fo difpofed to think that 
each loves his likenefs, that we judge of the chara&er 
©f men and women by thofc of theirown fex with whon*. 
they have formed an intimaey ; butinfrnttcly more by 
the perfons for whom they conceive a ferious attacK- 
ment. Many a man of wit h^s eft^blifhed the reputa«» 
tion of his miftref«,*^»hout compofiog madrigals for- ' 
her, but by making^khown the pa^^on with which fhe ' 
bad infpired him ; maity^a womaii of merit has created 
or eftacrlilhed the reputikttoR of him whom ihe, has 
adopted her chevalier. After all, it is more dangerous 
to lolicit than to decline this kind of reputation : i:t 
luppens. more frequently that a man lofca himfelf by 
making a bad dioice^ than he addi to hts fame by mak- 
ing a good one< 

If. the publicklre indulgent to the attachments oF 
iimple Individuals, they are much more [6 to thofe of 
kings and people in phce, when they think them real, 
and do not fuipdft in them either ambition, intrigue, 
or motives of intereft. All France approved of the 
love of Charles VII, for Agnes Sorel, beeaufe &e had 
the cou »;e to fay to this Prince that, unlefshe recover^ 
ed his kingdom, he was not worthy of her affefiionr. 
The Pariiiana applauded the love of Henry IV, for La, 
MMc GabrklU^ and fung with plea Cure the (bngs this 
monarch made for her; becanie, knowing her to be 
handforoe, and of a good difpofition, they imagined 
ihe would xaWvt the king with fentiments of bentvo- 
leac«» ' " 
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Never did s womtn love a man caore (incerely thaa 
Madame dc, la Villiere loved Lewis XIV.' She never 
quit ted him but for God alone ; and*, fwelled witk 
vanity as that monarch was, he could not complain of 
this rivality ; fo much the left, as the Supreme Bein^ 
had but the remains, bf the heart of his miftrefs, and, 
perhaps never poffeifed it entirely, 

I have heard an anecdote of Madame de Villievcr, 
which 1 dondtTemember to have feen in print.. Thii 
Isdy was fo modeft, and had fo little ambition, that &e 
had never told the king Ihe had ^brother, much Fefs. 
had Ibc ever afked any favour for him. He was ftfll 
foung, and had made his firft campaign among the ca- 
dets of the king*s houfehold. Lewis XIV, reviewing 
his troops^ faw his miflrefs fmtle in a friendly manner 
at a Young man, who, on his part,^ bowed to her, with 
an atrlaf familiarity. In thp' evening the kipg afked, 
in a fcvcre and irritated tone of voice, who this young ' 
man was. Madame de la Villiere was at fir ft confuf- 
cd, but afterward* told his Majefty it was hef brother. 
The king, having affured himfelf of it, conferred dif^ 
tinguifhed favours upon the young gentleman, who was 
father of the firft Duke de la Villiere, whofe widow 
«nd children are ftill alive. 

The king's intrigue with Madame de Mpntefpan 
was not of a nature to be approved of fo much as that 
he had' with Madame de la VilK^re; vet the nation 
did not complain, becaufe it waH thought the love of 
this lady procured the pubUck magnificent feafts and 
elegant amufements. The following verles were a good 
<ieal fung at that time. 

Ah! quelle eft charmante 

Notre amiable cour ^ 
Sftus le meme teote 

On TQit tour a tour^ 

la gloireetramobr, 
• Coaquete brillante' 

£t fete gallante 
Marquent chaque jour. . 

On the c6ntrary, the publick were a good deal diAi^ 
giiftc4 with the amours of the King and Madame d» 
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Maintenon, although morii decent,, and th^t.a, f^cret 
marriage had rendered them Ir^giumatcu .It wa$ ob- 
fcrvcd that a love conceived when hotji parxies were 
in years, afforded a ridiculous fpcft<j^cl.<j.: . J\lpjeoyer, 
Madafhc de Maintenon meddled .wijl; xKc jaff^ir^ of 
government; and it was when, ihc pioft interfered 
with them, that things fell into decline, and that Lew- 
is XIV, began to experience misfortunes, which were 
all laid to her charge. ^ .- .,, ^ '^ .. 

When the late Duke of C)rleaqs» who vjas Ricgcnt, 
fell in love with Mademoifelle de Scry, he w?s not 
cenfured on ;^CCOunt of it. The Duchcfi^^of Oj^eans, 
natural daughter to the Rinj^yj was rather haaui if u]» 
but (he was not amiable ; M^dcmojfellfs deSerXf. on 
the contrary, was very mt^ch fo. She had. a fon> and 
it was prediftcd of him that his would one day become 
Duke of Dunoif. We fe^ him at prefent, in Paris^ un- 
der the title pf Chevalier d'Orlcaus, Grand Prior of 
France, He has not. fujhllcd wh^x was cj^ineflcd of 
him ; yet he has witj and 1% in many refpeas, amia-* 

Jn procefs of time t^ie Regent f^ll into fuch ,an ir- 
regularity of conduft, that the piiblick were iHockcd at 
it. It was neceflary for him' to have mii^ny other bril- 
liant ^nd cilimablc^ qualities to be. pardoned fo.grcat a 
defe6i ; but . people were fo piuch difpoCcd to^ indul- 
gence for hiipi^ that l)i^ .a.|JFe£lion for. Madame de Para- 
bqre wa£ apprpv^d of, becaufe it was funpofed ihe real- 
ly; loved him, apid that hp Ipvcd her, ^though he was 
frequently unfaithful to her. ' . , , . v . ^ _ , 

JKxtcrior decency is generally admired, and princes 
and men of di(lin£lion ought iq do Tuuhing to difguft 
the publick ; but, right or wrpngt it isbut too true, that 
in the end, this publick afTumes the authorityof cen- 
furing, without delicacy, cvcty fault : Woe to them 
who are the firft ob}«&s of grof&^fcandal;. Jthe)' .become 
the vidims to its rage : The pujbjick judges i^qd punifh- 
es them for it; or, at leaft, hoots at, hifTes and dcf- 
pifes them ; but, when the humber of the guilty in- 
creafe to a certain degree, it is found, that although 
hrffcs arc fufficient to condemn bad pieces, they are 
not rods enough for thofe men who deferve to be lafh- 
ed ; They then becomp tolerated, nothing more is bx^, 
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snd, what is work than all, a rc&Iution it ibmetimea 
taken to ibitate them. It muft be acknowledged that 
theteaiptatxon to fin if very great, when we are Cure 
to do it with impunity ; and that people are made ea(y 
upon this.head| when they arc (hellercd from reproacft: 
and w^ieule. 
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en THE METHOD OP STUDYING, READING AND? 
SELECTING FROM i^UTHORS. 

X KETURN with pleafuro^ to the favourite fubjefi of 
my refleftions, becaufe it is that of my tafte and amufc- 
ment; namely, reading and fludy. There are two 
forts of them in the cabinet ; the one belongs to our 
profeffions and fun&ions; Therefore the magillratc 
ought to ftudy the general principles of juri f prudence, 
and give the greateil attention to affairs fubmitted to 
his decifion. The minifler, of whatever kind' his ad- 
min iftrat ion may be, ought to ftudy the principles of 
the objeA committed to his care, and apply them as oc- 
cafions require. The father of a family is obliged to 
think of what may fecure or encreaie his fortune, to 
take care of his property, and keep an account with, 
himfelf as well as with others. Thefe are necelTary 
ftudies and occupations, and muft not be negleftea* 
But there is another kind of ftudy, merely pleamrafole, 
free in its obje^ and which may ierve as a relaxation 
from ferioua and neeeffarv* tmti. There are people 
happy enough not to be obliged to employ themfelvca 
but in ftudies of that nature* Women, cfpccially, if 
they be fortunate enough to araufe themfelvea with 
reading, cannot read too much ; by a little method^ 
and V fjrofCT choice of books ^ they will &nd infiiUite 
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reniedief' agaiDft lal&tudej and abundaut (barcet oCia«»- 
'ftruAton, . . , , 

Lifc^ for a perfoa who wi(bes to be virtuous ai^fi n- 
mlablci, is a cDodnual Audy, Xye improve ip/qclety by 
living and converrmg with 'tbofe whofe converfi^t^ma 
and examplea arc worth hearing and imitating : We 
learn to difcover and avoid the ridicule of certain per- 
fon<| whom we but too frequently meet with, but with 
whom we ought to form no cotinexton. However this 
ftudy of fociety eaanot'fitl O^^all the moments of life ; 
it often experiences forced interruptions, longer thaa 
we would wi(h for. It is then we ought to apply our-^ 
felves to ftudy in iblilude*; that it py fay, to reading : 
But we rauA'know how to^read'to advantage; for^do- 
ing it without method, choice or tade, rs a real lofs to 
the cultivation of the mind ; it ferves, at moft, to fill 
upfome idle mom^tits; andy^^'when We r^ad lathis 
manner, although we may* ha^e a good memory,,, we 
neither learn nor retain any thing. ^ 

For mv part, my method of reading with advantpgf ,. 
books of all kinds, foreign to roypfo/eftioni is a^ fol- 
lows.. In thic firft place,"! rccQlIeS.t^c fir II principles 
of aW tBe fciehcesl Ibarned in n)y youth ; afterwards L 
confider in which of thefe fciences I wifh to gaii;i. a 
tnore exienftve knowledge; I do not feek it Iq didac- 
tic books, in treatifes .rnadcprecifely to inftfuQ: ; fu^ch 
kind of reading would fbrm too profound a.ftudy,^aod 
require too much apipli^ation, in which people. \i; ho 
quitted bthet lerious lludies for it, would find np re- 
laxation : i Tcck for b'poVs wlsich ^ontajn th'f hiftofry 
of cadh fcicncc,. the progrefs it has made m di.ffercnt 
ages and the ratiotial Oedudions of authors and artifi^s 
to whom it owes its progrefs^ I am perfuaded^ ^hat by 
this hifl:orical n:udy afone of the^ arts and. fcieaces, a 
man 6f the^ world may j^cypja^ K"*^^ '? he wihics ip 
know of thbm, and that a good Enc^clopedia^might W 
macJe by uxiiting^ the hrftory pf.^^ach,fcie^^c ppd arv 
and IhcwinghowQfle, derives from the other, aiid.tbc 
reVa'ti'ans that are between them .^ « . .- r h i 

My cuftoin is,, with book's^ whpjfi^ fj^bjclfts^^pp^^r^in-, 
^ereftihg, to read .them oyer, and then form.? geqerajl 
judgment oTthe yvork ^ Afterwards, if 1 j'hinj; It worth, 
while, I reta them a (ccorid time, make cxtrafts bl the 



beft part of their content^, and what appears tome, 
mod MVef, aM eritleife the priticipH etrors into- 
whjch tlia authoi^ may hav* faflen* Such^ h my meth- 
od with books of fcient^e and hiftdry 5 Vrith^refpefl; tp 
thofc df ftniple literature^ poems, rpmtiticesj &c. per- 
formaffcaa of • which ^Wo muft .hot* abfolntcly deprive 
ourfclvev.bet^^wfe thfcy are a denricr rtfort ag;aipl| ihe, 
fatigiie atid onifofmity ol^more fcriotis book^,"f iakc 
no extrafls from ^hem$ but content my.felf after reading 
them ovefj with writing, in- a few wbrds,'m^ opinion' 
upon each, to prevent thofc who' may'be tempted to 
read them after me, the troubleoT beginning an author, 
by whom they would neither be amufed oor .entertain- 
cd. ' 

There art books of a frivolous kitid, in which I 
romct^iWes find fentimentsf '^/^orthy of being felefiEcd 5 
this isVhai 1 do ; Alt.hoiigh tlie harveft be not a\>un-^ 
dant,itis, tftleeft, precious. ,' Nbfhisrg is, in my Opin- 
ion, mofe iHllipportJIble, than the cbntidued residing. pf 
a col)e£Ha#it 6f pdtfn^i they cannot be read but at in-, 
tervalaVyW in tak^i^g Ihem up ftequcmly, till they arc* 
Jll read, Vely g6dd tfiings are lometimcs found m 

them. '• • ' *\ 

1 Jchbw no othcriman^ner df judging theatrical piec- 
w, than by' tKe impr6fIion they have tnade upon me,^ 
and 1' a'in Very careful to avoid examining whether 
:hey be'ai^cording to the rul6s of ^the draifta : Iii my t)- , 
Din ion, there is bur one thing to confider, whether 
'.here be a kind of probability in the intrigue and chfir- 
iders ; if the firft be interefting and the lafl pleaGng, 
i thi^k the piece a gopd one. ff it bk well written, in 
verfe or profc, f hat is another advantage : But ihc real , 
nerit ot" the work does not conHft thereTn, 

The remarlcs I have made in reading, coropofci al» 
rrady, fevdral- great volumes : They wiTl'not be quite 
I clefs to trif f6h, if evei* h6' forms a rational catalogue 
'^f his library. 

A ma^, who has not, nor ever will read, muft cer* 
ainly, from his ignorance, be liable to fpeak abfurdly, 
>r whtcli he will be exp^ed to ridicule ; knowledge 
f the world, and the ^onverfation of men of fenle^ 
^ill never (helter fuch a man from raillery j But, on 
He other hand, « man who has doue nothing but i^ad 
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Skhd fttidicd, hu no kiioirlcdge of the worl4| imi wli^ 
hai never tnixed witk good compaQy» becomes a ' 
tttd uti polite podftfit, and 1 peaks abfurdly In an 
nanDer I for, as men Icaiti not cvctv thing from I 
lb booici ctnnot fupply Uie knowledge c^f tb« ' 
The Abbe de Longucme, whofc memory inderydi 
lion I bave fpoken fo favotirablv cf^ was bimfetf j 
iinpoliie pedanit we ^re alTyiea tbtt Hugo Grotit; 
^meof the moft learned men at ih« beginning of cJ 
lall century^ aod wha was amb^iTddor In France, aboti^ 
an busdred vcirs agO| was the worH ambafTidor in tb? 
v^o^ld, Aa ne was ignorant pf ctiilom&. he underftoc 
noihtng of what pa^ed at court i he kept compai 
wuh nobody hui pedants of the yniyerfuy^ who lau^ 
him nothing uf J horn whom be could nm Icam^ 

the manner in ^ nc ought tocondu^ himrdf wtl 

ki^gs, queens, prmeei and miniilerft. He went to t'' 
worft of all rources to feck informaiiota i but what 
gaihercd, he wrote to the States General in Bnt LattJ 
for he could not write either in French or Dutcd 
Both himrclf and bi$ wife were objefts of ridiculQ a i 
the court of France, and nobody read his work, whicK 
has 5 nee been fo much aitnired^ becayfe it contains 
ejrcet!ent maxims of natural and publlck right; Yet 
wiU never be learned from this great work, how i 
ought to aft in ncgoctationi : On the cootr:»ry^ the Ijj 
ter* of the Prefidcnt Jeannin, who wa* a mild and i 
iinaatmg man ; thofe of the Cardinil d'OOat, a pr 
dent man, who a! ways made reafon iriumphanc^ wii 
ontoHending any body i finally, thofe of the Com| 
d'Ellrades, whofe difpatches are fd Hne and fcnfible^ : 
well as elegandy wriiien, are real models to be adopH 
ed : But n^ne ought to be fervitcly imitated: A pob- 
tJek man (houtd form a dyU peculiar to hici^^ 
formable to the chirafter with which he is 
to the manners of the court from wh' 
to that where lie refidei, KnHjinE^ 
voided in difpatchca than an 
gixatcd attention Oiould be ;_^ . 
cleared manner lo hJs court* With ' 
addrtfred to the court wi^ft, wbict' 
there are fometimcss rcafo^ fo^ vhf £c bciof morcjl 
fcure and perpl^^scd. 
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I have always bbferved that men oF the rbbc, (srf*' . 
ployed in foreign aiFairs,*hecame 'more atnimbie'ani - 
poliflied ; and that, on thic contrarjf, in ititetidanciety * 
or provi/irial admitiiftratfohs, they c6ntraQ:cd a ftttpid ^ 
and impolite n^antier ; the reafcm is not di^icult to be ; 
conceived; an ambaHadbr ftriVes to make himfctf be* ' 
loved, and the intendan't pretends to m^ke' hnnfelf ^ 
fearca: One muft be a courtier, atrdhas twoxobrts to 
plcafc ; the other cxcrcifcs the defpotifm^ of^ a fifrj^lt ' 
court upbn its Aibje6b. - -ij •/ 

But I am wanoering too far froM my propofed.oh- • 
jeft ; 1 meant to fay, that to vritc books, equally ufe- 
ful ^nd agreeable, a knowledge of the worldTwaS pref* ^ 
crable to ftudy. It is thus. Saint Evrcmond and* Foh- 
tcnelle have fucceeded. The latter acknowledged to 
me one day, that he had left ofF reading^ : « I h«ve 
ftored my magazine,"' faid he, ** a long time ago; at^ 
prcfcnt I fell thy merchandize/* Bat, to arrive at this ' 
point, thtee things are neeeffaryj to read and iludy ' 
methodically, to hav6 'a good memory, and, finally, a 
good ftock of wit, and a knowledge of the wdcld* 
Vet we are told Bayle Was wanting in the lafl: ; bqt he 
Had fo much wh, and information, that, on reading his ' 
works, no appearance Is feen of what he was deficient 
in« How much muft this man have amufed himfelf in 
compofing his Diftionary, and hi% Nouvelks dt la ftc^ 
publipt des Letfres t He went from objeft to objeft, 
and judged of every thing with liberty, fuperiority and- 
eafe. His Journal is the heft that has been, or, per- 
haps, ever will be compofed. Every book is there fe- 
le^ed, thoroughly examined', and judged of in a maf« 
terly manner. If we may expcft fuch another Jour- 
nal, it muft be the yrork of a well compofcd focicty, 
dircftcd by an enlightened prclidcnt : Whoever fhould 
eflabliih fuch a one, would reiider a great fervice to 
Sciences and letters ; he would prevent authors from 
wandering, teach them how to treat their fubje^s, 
which, for the moft part, they are ignorant of, and 
^ew them the defers of their compofitions, as well aa 
thofe of their ftyle. Our academies would not do too 
much by taking this upon themfeives, each according 
to its province ; one company alone would not be fu^- > 
ficicnt : And it would ftill be neceiTary to leave to the 
T 
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MmnMr€^9nA -the liUle hebdomadal eritlci&M, poetry^ 
light, literature and fomancea. Perhaps there will be^ 
lame day, foiuidy>among my papert , a rational plan of 
thia reformation of the Journals, «id re^eftiona upon 
the extreme utility they might be ot^ in compofing an 
hiftory of the progrefs of our knowledge ; the mofl; 
antereftiag of all hifiories that can be written.^ 

1 have a library, rather coniiderable, but it is com- 
pofed of books, all chofen for B.y own ufe : . It is a 
mifplaced and blameable luxury to have more hooka 
^than you can read and confult ; yet it is the .fineft, moft 
noble, and, coofe^uently, the moil excufable of all lux* 
.urjes4 I confefs, if I could enioy one, it fhould be thisw 
But it is neoeifary^ at leaft, to Know, of what ufe books, 
which we read not ourfelyes, may be to others : It is 
both abfurd and ridiouloiu to have fuch, whofe only 
«aerit cotiC^ in being Scarce. With refpc^ to J>ooka 
which have no other recommendation than the good- 
Aefs of their edition^ and the elegance of binding, 
they are ftill a luxury; but this is pardonable in thole 
jwho are rich enough not tomifs acquiriug agood book, 
in the hope of haviog a handfome one, other ways it 
would be imitating the man, who, having juined him- 
felf in the purchafe of pi&ure frames, was too poor to 
*buy paintings. .... ; 

When a library is limited, its compofition Ihould be* 
fpeak the profeffion of its proprietor : It would be ri- 
diculous to find nothing but poems, and romances in 
that of a magiftrate, and not to find in that of a milita- 
ry man either Polybius, or Casfar's Commentaries* 

Serious .ftudies require, in tbofe who purfue them, 
an abfolute exemption from all domeilic concerns* It 
is on this account that a monadic life is the moft prop- 
er for Study f hecauCe thofe who confecrate thcmieives 
sto it are always fure of wanting for nothing, either for 
•the moment, ox when they (hall become incapable of 
4abour. from hence it may be concluded, that if ever 
the Monks be dedroyed, erudition and inftru&ion will 
fuffer conliderably. To this ft will be anfwered, that 
there are many orders of Monks who neither ftudy, 
nor apply to any thing ; to which may be replied, that 
government fliould rather ft rive to make th^m ufeful 
:thiin deftroy them.. 
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R is a great fatisfadion to a man wko'rbads and ftud- 
ica, to have a pcrfon with whom he may tuafon upon 
what he has read : Scire tuum nihit ejt^ i^ tefcirehot 
Jciat atlOi fays a Latin poet ; but it is ncccff^ry to chufe 
thofe with whom you wilh to rcafon upon what you 
know and have juftrcad; for if, unfortunately, yoa 
fall into the hands^ of talkative cenfors, thofe eternal 
difputcr% it would be better never to have begun %^ 
communication of ideas in your life, than to have ad- 
drcITed yourfclf to fuch people. If you apply to a 
fbol, the fatisfaftion is ftill as little. In fuch. unforlu- 
sate circumftknccs^ the bed way i« to keep to yowrfelf ' 
what you know. 

Forced ftudies are ttrefome and^ fatiguing; on the 
contrary, thofe which are voluntary, flow almdft in- 
f enfibly. I know a woman, who,, having been a long 
time intimately acquainted with a man, wrote to hiiii 
almofl every day, even when they were in the fame 
town, giving him an account how flie fpent hertime; 
ivhat (he had read, andcommunicating to him her molt 
fccret thoughts.— The gentleman died,- and his h^irs 
were polite enough*to return to the lady allher letter?. • 
Being one of my particular, friends, (he had confidence 
enough in me to let me read themy and even gave them 
into my po(re(fion ; I peru(ed them*wtth all- imagiiiable ' 
pleafure; they were full of' wit, of thoughia^nd re« 
fleftions, equally fenffble and juft; and were arranged 
io pTogre(&ve order. I put them together,^ and they 
made four volumes in quarto ; after this 1 ^aid her a 
vifit, and made her repeat what fhe had many timet 
(aid to me, that (he could not conceive how it watf 
poffihie to have patience enough to writ« a book. 
^* Well, Madam,'' faid I^ *< know that you have writ- 
ten a confideraUe one, better than noft of thofe W6' 
efteeni, which I have brought for your infpeAion.'' I 
put immediately into her hand her four volumes in 
quarto. ** There,'' faid I, <^ is fomething more valua- 
ble than the Letters of Madame de Sevigny, and, fet', 
haps, than the £(fays of Montagne." She received 
my compliment modeftly, and was obliged to acknowl- 
edge that it is po(fible to write a book, almoft without 
knowing it« I gave her back her four volumes ; but, 
as^ 1 am agreat tranfcriber of noieaand extrafb^ I copied 
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,fram. different. parts of tha woik»: aVqut -pb^ Yplume, 
rwhsch 1 preArvo js being precious 

MoDUgoe learned Latin without a mantle r, at Je ad 
without rudiment*, t](y habitude and rote<-*«i Hn^w the 
time, when the fcholarsof the. Jefaits' college were ob- 
liged to fpeak Latin to the fervants about them, whea 
they aiked for the mod common neceHariea. The Lat- 
.JO, fpoken on thofe oocations, vras certainly bad ; it 
,w^& called KAtchcn Latin : .3ur, fuch as it.«yas', it.creat- 
•ed an habitude pf fpeaking .that Ung-uag^. Tbts cuf- 
tom has .fin ce. been left off; it was pretended that it 
fervid 4>nly to accuiiom the children to xR^ke fole- 
cifm^* I have, however, found it ufeful to thofe who, 
travel, ing in Germany, Hungary, Bohemia and Poland, 
flood in need .of Latin tom^ke themfelves under flood. 
1 he habitude they had cootrafUd when young, helped 
(ihem over m^ny difficulties, .whilft thofe who go from 
xoUege at prefent, are .puzzled with them, altJiough 
they have. made LaUn verfioos, themes and poetry, and 
have even gained premiums. As lor Creek^ it is ufe- 
iefs to think of fpeakiog or underftandiog it with «c* 
curacy.— wYpu may know their fentimehts without 
trandating books from this dead Ian guage^ becaufe it is 
^ready. done* 3ut .it is nccefifary, at leaft to know 
haw to read Greek» to . poffefs the firft elements of the 
gramix»ry^nd efpecially the Greek^ roots, upon which 
Niediei^rs.de Port Royal have written an oKcelleot work. 
It is incredible how .ufefuLthe knowledge ofthe G«eek 
loots is in l^rniog the etymology of moft.jterms of 
arts and fcience. If our language, iii its 6r ft barbar- 
ous fimplicity^ be not derived from the Greek, it muft, 
at leaft, be acknowledged that two thirds of the wprds 
we Qaake ufe of at prefent, come therefrom, either di* 
xcGtXy or indtrefllv. 

I There are dida£lio books fotirefome and difagrAoable, 
although very exatl, that tihey «iay juftly be called 
determents from iludy, as we (^y old and ugly women 
aje antidotes to love« Young people ihould be fpared 
the fatigue of fuch books, by fubftitutiog others, which 
infpire curioQty and deiire*. To intereil the reader is 
the great art every author of a book fl&ould ftudy. It 
ought to be the end. and objed: jof him, who writes upon 
"cience, of the hiftorian) the iaventor of. romimceSy and 
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tlie writer of comedies. • But this is not alJ, it muft be 
kept up to the end of the work : Hoc opus, Mc labor 
tjt. , ., . ^ . 

People, to • whom I have communicated my extraA^, 
aod Tome of my' remarks upon diiitsrent objeds, have 
reproached me witk Jiot having a^i/r 0/ my tnun 2 to 
which I anfweredy what (ignifies it, if I have the ftlle 
of the fuhje^ to which my au^ntioa is directed ? it is 
principally to this.ftile one ought to be attached* • la 
writing upon every kind of fobjed^ it is neceflary to 
obferve what an autiior of a comedy i« particularly Hit- 
tentive to, giving each perfonage the^language proper 
to him ; and the mod effential of all is cleamefs of ex- 

f^reffion, and judneft of thoisght. It muft not be be- 
ieved chat imagiaation exteiida the ideas, it is the 
judgment \ becaufe this either elevates itfelf, or def- 
cends, ia a -right line, from con£n)ttence to confe- 
€|uence;.wheveAi the imagiaatioa moves ^ fits and 
Aarts^aiKi wanders, for waotof^attaehing itMf^toar 
iixed obje6Lt. 

There areHwo^ manners of cnllJvattQg the menory«; 
one is by iearning by heart, long paffages from poems, 
entire haragues, and pages of cyphers : With this kind 
of memory wondernil exertions are made, but very 
ufelefs ones : 1 call the other kind of memory, byjudg*> 
vuntmt By this fort of memory we retain the £safe and 
order of things, if this be not a real memoiy, it is fure- 
ly a good one ; and by which we are beft inftna&ed. 
It appliea to what we have feen and read, and fatig- 
ues, iefs than the firft, for we reuin every thing with- 
out perceiviog.it, and, ^ it were, wathoot wifliiog to 
doit* 

Men of great genius have no need of reading to 
conceive gr^nd and fine ideas, and to form projcds and 
plans riot only brilliant, but fometioies very good and 
ufeful. Yet reading is iliU of great iervice to them, 
to re^ify their thoughts, and (hew them, by example 
of thofe who have had fome of the fame kind, to what 
inconveniences they would be expofed by purfuing 
them with too much ardour and precipitation. It has 
lon^ iince been faid, that hiftory has anticipated ex- 
pexieojce ; that experience ia ncceffary to thoie who 
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might conceive projefts too yaft, aod^be carried too far 
by their.ideat. 

The epiftolary ftile is that mod neceflary for women* 
.ThoTe wito are difpofod to-write WeH in «hi»^Wii$y, 'h«ve 
410. need of uking |iasns to fucceed. They fsofl • e^en 
take care not to lofe that eafy^ .natural, and rattier <c>f< 
^tUrPy (bmetimes witty, ibcnetinies voiuptitouf) which 4^ 
JU\tly the.ftile of women* Aa a >ady muft kvve neith- 
Mt an appeatrance or a wanner too 'nfuiculinei a look' too 
hold»or her he^ii too elevated, (b.ker ideas and ex- 
l^reiBona moil not^be too aCpiringvAor her ftile wh^at 
;s called lofty;, it muft alwa^fs^appeiir as if ^e w#otc 
rapidly, and ber phrafeis :fhould<not hie overcharged. 
I do not believe there' are'any Wo»en who, <after hav* 
ing written a work or ^ries of letters, evei»> gave them 
-to be cor reded by fome confidential nale or feaaale 
friend, whom they tbou|;ht ' capable -e^fwyitimg better 
than themfelves^ k \% •cUher neceifoy to^ntruft-to a 
fecretaiy the compo(ition*of a- wh^le woi4c, •ortbat the 
author, himfelf, (hould revife what he haa done,- and, 
after having corredBdnhe firft rough >dl-aiight, lodk it 
over again, redify, and giyeit ihe laft touches ; other- 
wile he will run the rifk of giving the work tb the 
publick in a. patched, ftile, which will evidently appear 
to be ^ by two different hands* " 

TheJltleof VoitiiEe, which: was formerly in* great 

jrepulatiop. is now jnflly decrx«dk He is.a bnfFc^n,'Who 

has fome.wir, but without elevatioil or juftttefo. Balfac, 

on the .contrary, whole (lile is eifUaUy antiqaated, had 

an elevation of idea>and expreilion* Peoplewho^know 

how to mflke the mail of every thing, might Aill proHt 

from Balfacy by fome thoughts and turns of phrafes. 

Bur, I mud again repeat, chat the befl rule for iiile is 

to adapt it to the (abjed npon whi(ih wie have to 'treat. 

I read with.pleafure the letters of a celebrated Jotend- 

ant Q f the late rei§n ; his name was B»gnols : They Were 

judly looked upon as true models for •correfpondence 

in publick aiFairs, They were (hort, without the lead 

drynefs, and were clear and nervous. A ftupid-fubaU 

tern could not miftake the orders the Intendant -gave, 

nor refufe to conform to them ; dndi a better proof is, 

a Hian of fcnfe could not fail to admifc them, and be 
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convineefd-byt^Tcafons Vhcy ccrtrtaincd ; for he never 
gave an iordcr'wit^oiit affignitr^ a Teafon. 

1 riow return to mctnoty, to fpealc of thofc^ho have 
none at all. Thferc arc piiople who, to did the little 
they are pc^feflfed of, are Wigcd to mirke an a^tnda of 
every tiling ifhijy have'to carry into execution. A cer- 
tain Intetidatotof Tours, who iTvcd aft the beginning of 
the ptefcnt cetitury, Was'f«rtnous -^for thrs% ft is agenda 
y/2LS frequently ftolcn From hi:m, and read, and Jaughed 
at in his-'prefence. There was fotrnd written in one of 
them r *•• I have taken a refolutioh to ftiave myfelf in 
futttt©, becaufe tt^y fcrvahts arc butchers, who fldy 
me." And, a Httle *low^ 'down, ^* I will fay God's 
death no more, this" is ati '-itnpropier'ijcpreffion for' a 
magiftrateaitd •an tntcndant*? -it is'bttter to fay dog's 
death*" ^•••'wafs nOt, howevtr, quite fo'fingular in 
his *i«yhorandi/ms of this 'kind,^as a man, vbo weiit 
frequently froth Yaristo Lyons, andwho'Wrotc in his 
agenda, ** to remember ' to be "taiarried in patTiYig by 
Ncvcrs.'* ' , 

NdtWithflranding all I have'jaft faid agairfft 'tf^(fjj^a, 1 
make iJfc of them fomeilmesto advantage ; h is notthit 
1 want meiriory, 'but I have not oric exa6l enough to 
remember, at theappointed times, all I'haveto do in the 
day. This kind of meinory hvtry rare*; agenda {m^^ 
plies'the want of -it, btrt I never Vhtnk diF committing to 
paper my refokitions and rufes of cowdtfft.* I'knowja 
very fearft^ man, and cff great application. Who makes 
very frfeful refearches, ana neduccs' them Wonderfully 
to order, 'whh the pen in 'his iiand ;'birt the poor man 
has neither wH nor memofy. I hare learn*ed from this 
oddity a very lingular circumftance : A man of quality 
widl^ tohave hisgenesilogy ; he applied to the perfon 
of wh6m*I hiv^ juft fpoken, icnowing him to be learr* 
ed, 8Xft£b, and fond of mn ploying himfelf in that way. 
M, B***4id hint this- fervice with the greileft plcaf- 
ure ; he turned over hiftorians and geiiealogifts, made 
extrafts from fome old titles, and took copies of them ; 
finally, af^er (ix weeks labour, he gave every eclaircifle- 
ment required. Two years afterwards, a man of the 
fame family, but of another branch of it, not far remov* 
ed frotafi the former, not knowing who had drawn up 
the genealogy of hit coofin, begged M. B***^ to make 
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him onq aKo. Tlte good man fet to work immediately, 
and found the fame proofs, but without recplle6ling any 
thing more than to have had occafion to read the fame 
papers, but when^ and for why, he had forgot* The 
two coufins having communicated to eacb other their 
genealogies, found them alike, mentioned refpeflively 
the author, and found iiim to be the lame man« 

I have read, in an eulogium of the Abbe de Louvois, 
that he was brought up, according to the wi&e& of his 
father,, who was then high jn power, and negle<Sled no- 
thing to make his ion au able man* The moll learned 
people devifed methods on purpofe to teach him every 
thing in a fhort fpace of time* ** He was fed," fays 
his panegyrifl, ^' with the elixir and quint eflence of 
^' every kind of fcience, as the richeft and moH delicate 
^< are with ftrong brothS| juicea of meat> and eflences of 
" the hfiift fruits/^ The companion is a good one i but, 
as good ftonaiachs.rre necefiary to thofe who are fond of 
fuch rich co9kery| to digeft all the aliments, reduced 
to finall quantities, fo it requires a well organifed head 
to retain the principles of all the fcieacea, reduced to 
abridgment. But the perfon in whom this firft educa- 
tion has fucceeded« need give hinxfelf bo moxe trouble 
for the reft of his life,, to become the moll^ learned man 
in the w<vld i, Evenr. thing,c6nvcy«, to him inftrud^ioo, 
increafes the ssafsof his knowledge, and fixcaitfelf up- 
on a hafii already eftabli&ed in nit hfad; he ^nnot 
holdane^^ convcrfation, nor open a book, without 
finding a new fource of information. It is, perhaps, in 
this manner, jlhat people at court appear to know, and 
really do know every tJ^ng^ without, leeBingly, tver hav- 
' ing learned any thing. 

The Englifh have very Uttle ilile» end fttllklf meth- 
od ; but the^ l^ave ftrong smd elevated- tko|igKts: Ac- 
' culiopie4 to overlook prejudices in matters of policy 
* and government, their daring genius^ ia the fame in eve- 
ry refpe^ Their pleataotries are neither mild nor 
cautious ; their fatire is violent^ but fometimes very 
delightful.- We are already acquainted with Dean 
Swift, one of their mbfl ingenious and fatirical authors. 
His work is well enough tranflated in^o French, It is 
generally more cafy to render Englifh pleafantries into 
Other languages, than to tranflate, for mftaace^ ItaJUn 



•otyinf^ Tr^X^cjg^r^fid tour^Jo^to any ian^^ge ~wli«t£»- 

ever^bficaufe EngUdi fatiref^U upon^ things, andUi^ 
perioof jtfc.well debribed, ^pdNin- very ftriking^sokmrs ; 
whereas the ItaliaAS play vpon wordS| and the Fseach 
flutter ^ownd the ohjedl «t whUH they laugh ; theyjoke 
and play with it^s a cat doe& wiih a moufe ; confif 
quently thefe pleafantries are very difficult to luMUf- 
flapd and render. Nothing can be better writter>f or 
more a^^^abje to read, than the paper* (|>f«h*5peftatar« 
If the Englifti-had many like.this^ -«^ Could ,BOt be loo 
anxious to become acquainted with then J But I fof^* 
fee that.we (hall have nw«y bad traofiatipas of ihis j&rft 
and excellent Englifb author ; that from hence a acfat 
tade of literaturei will be eflablifted among us i that the 
French, who never know how to ch«ck their enthufi- 
afm, will '^fig^ify themfelves, and that we fhall lofe ma** 
ny of our graces in acquiring fome of their fpirity ideas, 
and liberty of thinking and writing* Voltaire has aU 
ready faid, that when men think fofcibly, they exprefs 
themfelves forcibly alfo ; this is ^rue ; but (Irpngth of 
thought may be carried too far,.aod become cquaUy 
rude and difguftiog in ideas and ftile^ 
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ON THE LtTEHARY CHARACTER OF VOLTAIRE. 

y OLTAIRE, with whom I have always aObciate^ 
'ince we were together at college ; whom 1 tovc perfoin- 
^ily, andedeem in many refpens, U not only a great 
and harmonious verfifier, but .what every body does 
not know as well as I do, a great thinker. His abode 
•n England elevated his foul,^ and .ftrengthened his 
•deas: He is capable of publiihmg them courageouiQy, 
saving the fameftrength of miml which. £ome authors 



«M ESS^AYS. 

* hare Had', wfio dared to publish what nobody^ before 
dared to write : Moreover he has a gracefulners«f (lile,, 
Aiffictefit to exprefil and make pleafiog certain ideas, 
whieh would difgaft; were they rendered by any other 
perfoh. ' The herorc truiBpec, which he*- put to his 
nouth'in the Hen riade, became an agreeable pipe ini 
forne of his fugitive pieces. It is not uhilbrmy but he 
knew bow to vary its tone; perhaps all he wants as a 

•poet, is fmagitiarion 1 but this is, at prefent,. very diffi- 
cult to have,^h(irc Kave been fo many people full of it,| 

'that whofoevcr would produce any thing qnite new,| 
would create ridiculous and frigbtfol monfters, Therej 
are two parts in tragedy, intrigue, and thatof deUilancij 
▼erfification. Voltaire does not triumph in the firft,! 
but he is fuperio'r in the fecond ; and a proof that thisj 
is the principal onc» is the differtnce between-* the fuc-i 
cefs of his theatrical pieces^, and thofe of other authors, 
fuch as la Grange-Ghancel, who excels in all the fable! 
of his tragedies, but which are pitifully written* VoU 
taiye, in details; is neither fo great as Goroeillej or fo 
tender and amiable as Rsicine ; perhaps he is not even 
equal to Crebillon ; but flrokes of wir, and delightful 
poetry, are fo frequent in his pieces, that the fpetlator 
or reader has not' time to examine whether any thing 
better might be produced,. The profe of Voltaire is fully 
equal to his vcrfes, and' he fpeaks as~ well as he writes. 
Nothing can be more clear than his phrafes, they arc 
contra6led without fHffnefS ; no unnatural period, nor 
rhetorical figure i alL hisu adjeftives agree with their 
fubdantives : Finally^ his prole is a model which his 
cotemporaries flrive always to imitate, without wifliing 
to acknowledge it. His Hiftory of Charles XII, may 
have .fame defeQs, conddered as an hiftory ; his Lettra 
Philofophiques^' contain bold thoughts and cnticifms, 
which certainly are not always juft ; but his (lileis ad- 
mirable. " MoUaire is only forty years of age ; if he livc3 
to be old, he will write a great deal more, and be thd 
author of works upon which much will be to be faid 
both for and again ft. Heaven grant that the magic ol 
his ftile may not give credit to falfe opinions iind dan- 
gerous ideas ; that he may not difhonour this charming 
ftile, in profe and in verfe, by applying it to works 
whole fubjeQ:s may be unworthy of the painter apd th^ 
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tolouring; that this great writer may not produce a 
multitude of bad copyifta ; and that he may not become 
the chief of a fc£b, to which it will happen, as to many 
others, that the difciples will miftake the intenlioa of 
their patriarch. » 



ESSAY L. 



THE DBCLAMATTQN OF THE ACTORS OF THE 

I THEATiUE FRANCOIS DEFENDED, 

I I HAVE frequeatly heard the Aftors iof the Theatre 
Francois reproached with their finging manaer of 
[peaking ; this reproach if^ io my opinion, iU founded,': 
W^hat is dedamauon^ efpecially in verfe, if it be not 
Tinging ? There is no harm in finging poetry, or ani- 
mated profe, which is cadenced, and ought to be haiw 
monious ; but the finging-muft be juft, and conforms- 
ble to the true fenfe of the words : I do not fpeak of 
little comedies in profe ; they ought to begin in the 
tone of converfation. But as kings, princeffes, geneiw 
Us of armies, or men of the world, (peak not in verfe, 
efpecially in rhime, tragic verfemu'ft oe declaimed with 
animation and cadence. The Roman orators pronoun* 
ced their difcourfes in the forum, with a flute accompa- 
niment, which regulated and modulated their tones ; 
fo muiicial fcenes ought to be nothing more than a fine 
Doded declamation, and better fupported by an accom- 
paniment, well adapted to the fenfe of the words and 
fuuation of the a£lors« Even the fymuhonies, executed 
in the orcheftra, ought to have a fubje^ which is, I 
believe, called a motive, to fignify and indicate fome- 
thing. It is alfo neeeflary that the mufic of a fcene in 
French (hould be compofed for words written in that 
language, without which it varies from the fenfe and 
objeA* LuUf, although a foreigner, was careful te 
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cocffuh, on thir headi all the authors of the vrorijs of hi« 
opeT» ; and it is perhaps owing to this, that feme 
fcenes off theit dramas, oeing well rendered and fung, 
intereft usfo much. Deftouch^s- and Campra wero 
equally attentive in this particular v it appears that 
Rameau, a new compoier, very eftimable, learned and 
agreeable, in other refpefts, negleds it, in which ho 
does very wrong ; he ^il# the reprefentation, and 
makes it unnatural* Our mufick (lill retains fomething 
of the *9ge of Lewis Xiy, it is noble and expreifive ; 
let us not render it unnatural, or»upon reflexion, do — 
Gentlemen, do withLit aa yoii pleafe.'^ After all, it -s 
well worth while to difpute about, to difcufs a thing, 
upon which every perfon ought to decide according to 
its effeQj.andthe.reQfatiQn.it gives him.;, in thi%.c;ile it 
m«y welt be bid, ttOkt we tofih not difpuite upon talle. 
I have jutl declared mine in mudck, and efpecially in 
lyric fcenes ; but let every one jud^e of it in his own 
way» and feel Uieh fbtiratioiis«»are mo&agreeable^to 
hinfelfk It i^ at mc^ fbr^meo of the art to difcub the 
fi^inciplei froni wbentc thefe fenfattons refult : It ia 
fttfickaot f»r the generality of mankind to^feel them. 
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